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Summary: Major Mason interviews Reuben Sayles, an African-American Steelworker. Following his education up to an eighth-grade level, Sayles found work in a variety of odd jobs in the Hill District. Eventually, Sayles would settle in as a worker at a tin plate mill and moved into a new house in McKeesport. Following his time at a tin plate mill, Sayles would work at Pittsburgh Steel Foundry in Glassbourg, responsible for maintenance of the mill. Sayles discussed his extensive knowledge of the 1919 Steel Strike well prior strikes as well, such as a strike in 1898, though he was directly present for neither. Sayles talked to Mason extensively about the development of McKeesport through the time he had lived there. Sayles noted how originally, the town was heavily white but became more racially diverse over the years. When asked about his personal life, Sayles mentioned being a member of the Masons as well as a member of a Baptist church for most of his life. Finally, Mason discusses contemporary political trends with Sayles, to which Sayles expresses disappointment at the stagnating and declining standards of living in McKeesport as well as what he sees as an increasingly out-of-touch local government.
START OF TAPE ONE
Reuben Sayles: The present home that I had, I got in ‘29, I moved in, in October, September in 1929. I was in there, working at the tin mill. I worked in the tin mill at that time, at the beginning of the Depression.
Major Mason: Mhm.
R.S.: moved in my new home. One month after I moved in, the plant started to work in a week about. Well, we toughed it through until it picked up a little bit, And I scuffled through that, in a new home, I had to make a lot of sacrifices in order to accomplish this.  I'm still residing at the same place. 
M.M.: Yes sir, When you say that, you know you were building a new home. Did you build the home? Did you draw up the plans? 
[bookmark: _Hlk215398853]R.S.: Yes, I drew the plans, and then I got a fellow carpenter to draw it complete and make the complete plans. After he made the complete plans, then we went to work and built the home, and it's the same today as it was whenever he built it. Only I've added additions to it, that is improvements to it. 
M.M.: Yes, sir. 
R.S.: Yeah.
M.M.: I was going to, now we're going to talk a little bit about, you know your occupational history, and I'd like to ask you, what was the first job that you ever had?
R.S.: Well, my first job was in the brickyard, making to learn how to make brick, first job that I Had.  And at that time, I was about sixteen, fifteen, fourteen to fifteen years old. That's when I started in the brickyard. We learned. I learned how to make brick there for quite a few years. My wages was seventy-five cents a day.
M.M.: Seventy-five cents a day.
R.S.: Seventy-five cents a day.
M.M.: Wow.
R.S.: First pay I can remember, the first pay I draw, first full I had was $8.50.
M.M.: I guess you could get a lot for seventy-five cents then.
R.S.: You could say that again. Seventy-five cents a day, that's what I started, from then on, and when I came out of school. Then is eighth grade when I came out of school, I went to work in a department store down on Fifth Avenue. Worked for JD O'Neill. They run a large department store on Fifth Avenue. I worked for them about eight, nine years.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: Then I left there, went up to Monessen for a year, and stayed up there a year. Family all stayed six alone. I came back to McKeesport, and I've been here ever since. I was only out of McKeesport about a year.
M.M.: Yes sir. Could you tell me briefly what schools you went to?
R.S.: School? My first school was public school there in Christie Park. And then I left Christie Park and went to Versailles. Lived out in Versailles quite a few years, and I finished the eighth grade, you know.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: Out in Versailles. Then I come here, I went to Shaw Avenue high school there for about a year and I quit there and went to work there.
M.M.: Were there any teachers that you happened to like, you know, during your time in school?
R.S.: Well, the fact about it, the teachers that we had those days, it seemed like they were more interested in their work, and I had good teachers all the way through, even the principles of the school. As I grew older, got into working around with the churches and things like that here, I run into a lot of the teachers and superintendent of the school, who were working at that particular time, so I had some very good teachers all the way through.
M.M.: You mentioned about the tin plate mill, and now I would like to ask you more questions about you know your work at the tin plate mill. The first one would be, how long did you work at the tin plate mill?
R.S.: Well, I had twenty-two years service there, twenty-two years.
M.M.: And how did you come about getting hired?
R.S.: Well, during the First World War, first of December, first went over in the tin mill, I was labor union when the war, First World War broke out. The men was going to the war so fast, and they had to learn somebody how to tin. So I had an opportunity to learn, so I learned how to finish tin, I stuck at that job for twenty-two years, I was employed in the same department twenty-two years, then they closed down. That's what stopped me out from working at the tin mill. You know, different kinds of machinery come up you know [unintelligible 5:49-5:50], so they just closed it down altogether.
M.M.: Could you describe, you know, what you did as a tinner like for a day?
R.S.: What the main, the work consists of? 
M.M.: Yes, sir. 
R.S.: Well, you see that when the tin comes from the hot mill, it goes to the pickers, and it's pickled, what we call pickled, it's went through acid tests, all that there. And then was brought over to the cutting certain sizes, and it was brought to the finishing department. And then it was run through a machine with metal, it was a tinning machine. You had to shove those plates through the middle, hot metal, and when it come out was finished product.
M.M.: How many men were in your crew you think?
R.S.: Oh, I couldn't name them out, but each machine operated, one man operated one machine.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: And I think there was somewhere about seventy-eight machines in the entire mill, but they had plenty of labors in.
M.M.: Right.
R.S.: [unintelligible 7:05-7:06].
M.M.: Could you tell me the nationality of your foreman?
R.S.: Well, the first, I couldn’t tell you whether it was a born of descent or not. I see, I don’t remember.
M.M.: Well, maybe I should ask you this question then, did you have any black foremen?
R.S.: No. When I first started, there was a fellow the name of George Clark. He was the boss of the laborers in the department. The laborers, they did all kinds of work there that is, keeping the police floors cleaned up, scrapping everything off the floor. That’s who he was, the boss of that.
M.M.: Did women work at the tin plate mill?
R.S.: Yeah, they had women to assort the tin. After it was finished, they assorted, and take out all the plates that were affected in many ways. So, they couldn't tell them to take the sort that out, all the good tin and put it by themselves. Then they had what they call records. There was so many sheets to a box, records. Come and take it off. They box it up.
M.M.: Yes sir. Did the women get paid the same wages as the men, do you happen to know?
R.S.: That I wouldn’t, I wouldn't know exactly at that time. Of course, the wages were a little bit, that wasn't so high at that particular time, but they kept raising and raising them until, then you know, we jumped right into the Depression. And when the boys come back from the war, it was pretty rough, even harder to get a job then, they wasn't getting too much wages. 
M.M.: Do you remember Mr. William Henry? That was the vice president of the local 1237 at the tin plate mill?
R.S.: When they first organized the union?
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: Yeah. Slightly, I know he worked over the mill. At that time I went, I didn't go in the union when they first started, because they had a hard time trying to organize the union, you had to do it mostly secretly.
M.M.: Yes sir. After you left the tin plate mill, where did you work at? 
R.S.: At Pittsburgh Steel Foundry in Glassbourg. I was a maintenance man, I was working there in the Labor Department, and finally after the Second World War broke out, I was up there when they broke out. So, then I take a charge of, I built a new chemical leftover. 
M.M.: Yes sir.
R.S.: And I take care of it, maintenance around there, until I left.
M.M.: Right. I’d like to ask you another question about the tin plate mill. Was there any department that say that blacks worked in more than any other department?
R.S.: Yeah, practically coal roads, that was a tough one, well it was all mixed up.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: White and black, mixed there. And then on the picklers, way late that was white and colored on there. And then way late, there was, let’s see, two foreman. One foreman was named James Clark. Jim Clark. He was a pictoformer. And another fellow by the name of Dave Williams, was a pickler before they, when the mill leave, when the tin left the hot mill, place left the hot mill. It was put in the furnace and burnt. Then they would take these things and take the iron, put it in these picklers, run it through acid water.
M.M.: Yes sir.
R.S.: What they called a cleaning machine, after they run it through one acid tank, then they bring it to another, clean it off, and then they send it to the finishing department, and we finish it. After we finish it, well then they send it to the shipment department, ready to go out.
M.M.: I want to ask you about some other names that I ran across. Do you remember a man by the name of Mr. Richard Sands, or Nathaniel Sally or Willie Brown, who worked at the tin plate mill?
R.S.: I don’t remember seeing a Mr. Sally, what was his name?
M.M.: His name was Nathan Sally.
R.S.: Nathan Sally.
M.M.: He might have been from Claire. 
R.S.: No, I think Nathan left. There was a Sally and Claire, no, I think he was a union man up in Claire.
M.M.: Right.
R.S.: Yeah.
M.M.: He was working with the union.
R.S.: He wasn't working here. He was in Claire, yeah, he was pretty strong in the Union up there. 
M.M.: Yes, sir. Getting back to your second job, the last job that you mentioned, where you worked as a maintenance in the maintenance department, what predominantly ethnic group was employed, do you know?
R.S.: Well, there was no colored at all outside of the janitors. There was no whites and no coloreds together.
M.M.: And there wasn't like any upwards mobility there?
R.S.: No.
M.M.: What is that place again?
R.S.: Pittsburgh Steel Foundry. I don't know what they have now. They may have some up there now, because I've been absent, away from there since ‘53 so you know.
M.M.: Yes sir.
R.S.: I’ve never been there since then. They had several when I was up there, fairly good out in the mill department, they had several out there. Several of them were on Grievance Committee and the union, so they operated pretty good.
M.M.: Right. I'm going to ask you some, a few questions about the union, and were you involved in union activities? I think you mentioned-
R.S.: Only as a member. I never bothered much, but only as a member, that’s all. Never taken no active part in it.
M.M.: You remember the reason why you joined the union? 
R.S.: Well, one thing, I thought it was a good thing to do it because way things were, what I mean, we never got anywhere. But by joining the union, you could demand some things and get a little consideration, more so than you could by normal ways.
M.M.: Yes sir.
R.S.: That's why I got into the Union. Then, everybody else was in the mill where they worked. I figured it would just benefit fellas to get it, to, we got into a life membership in the union.
M.M.: Mhm. You know, since you've lived in McKeesport for a long period of time. Maybe you might remember the Steel Strike of 1919, remember anything about that strike?
R.S.: Steel Strike of 1919?  Yeah, knew there was one before that, back in 1898.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: I think that was about the worst, bloodiest strike there was. I was nothing but a youngster, but it was pretty rough. Steel strike all up and down the valley here then. But ‘19, they went on strike, but they didn't stay out. It was pretty rough, worked over at the mill there at the time.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: They had the states in here for a while till they got things cleaned, y’know, sort of quiet down. They had the state, state what do you call them?
M.M.: State troopers?
R.S.: Troopers. Constabularies, I think they called them at that time. All state troopers, had them in here for quite a little while until it got things quieted down, after that they didn’t have anymore trouble.
M.M.: Right. I've also been told that, you know, at that period of time, they begin to bring blacks up, you know, from the South.
R.S.: From the South, yeah, they brought them on trying to break the strike.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: And well, they succeeded in doing that. And after that, the union got up, got organized. They got organized. They got together, got things straightened on so that there was no serious trouble during the whole time, there was no serious trouble.
M.M.: I've also been told that, you know, immigrants were used as strike breakers.
R.S.: Well, that was main tactic there. They would bring people in here, just as they said down himself, brought a lot of them up here, you know it.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: And put them in the mills, one stuff another. They called them strike breakers at that time. But yet, still, the people who still were working there at first, they go back to work and they'd work along with them. Finally, the things just died out completely.
M.M.: Did the federal government? You say the states had to step in. 
R.S.: You know, to keep things.
M.M.: Right.
R.S.: Fear there might be a lot of trouble, you know. You brought the states in here because local police couldn't handle it.
M.M.: Right.
R.S.: People like that. 
M.M.: I'd like to go back, because this is the first time that it's ever really been mentioned to me about the strike prior to 1919, and maybe you can tell me briefly a little bit more about that?
R.S.: Well, there's nothing that I could say that, probably because there never was no serious trouble. They would back there in little days before that, fellas just wouldn't quit, y’know. What I mean, wouldn't go into, say, pull a whole gang of men out of work. They quit themselves, because they turn right around and hire somebody else. So, he wasn't getting anywhere at all. 
M.M.: Right.
R.S.: He wasn't getting nowhere. So there was no use of doing that, along in those years, there was a lot of work that people did. You could get, you quit one job, you could go get another. May not be like the one you had, the job, so they had to go along with them. They brought those fellas from different parts of the country, brought them in here, put them in the mill, as if it was working there. If they quit, finally, they'd come back, and work right along with them till everything quieted down.
M.M.: And I was told there was a lot of Slovaks that were brought in.
R.S.: Oh, they bring the train load up in here, one or two trains every day of the week, but they would bring them in here. I think, I understand, they brought them into New York, and then they kept them there in what’s the name of the island, Ellis Island?
M.M.: Yes, sir.
R.S.: Kept them in there for a while. Then they start to ship them out. They bring them in here in the McKeesport, unload so many here in the McKeesport. They would stay here, and then they drive on down to Braddock, you know, train, take them on down to Braddock, Homestead, wherever they want to go, they have an accommodation for them.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: Back there in those days. They do that, they put them in the mill.
M.M.: Was there ever like any major conflicts between Blacks and Slovaks?
R.S.: No. [unintelligible 20:14-20:16]
M.M.: I’d like to talk now about you know, your residential history, and how many different places have you lived since you've been in McKeesport? 
R.S.: Oh, I haven’t lived, I've been right around here, Eleventh Ward. When I first came here, I went to what they call the Eleventh Ward now, that's Christian Park.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: And from Christian Park, on the seventh ward on Evans Avenue.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: From Evans Avenue for Bar Street, I've been right around this in the Third Ward, Seventh Ward and Eleventh Ward ever since I’ve been in McKeesport, right around in a little circle.
M.M.: Right.
R.S.: At that time, when we came around, first came around here, any house that was empty, didn't make no difference where it was. Any house that was empty and you could, really wanted to rent it, they would rent it to you regardless if there was white neighborhood. Wasn't no particular one, McKeesport wasn’t flooded with colored people. You could get a house anywhere you wanted to, as long as it was empty, and pay your rent. That's all it was. Rent was nothing, even where I was, I had a four room, house, light water, gas in it.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: Only paid nine dollars a month.
M.M.: Oh wow. What house prices ought to be today, huh?
R.S.: But you can’t. You couldn’t do it today. Everything's too modern, too many gadgets to make life easy.
M.M.: How did you get along with or how did people in your neighborhood feel about each other?
R.S.: We never had the trouble that they're having now.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: When I went to school, they didn't have no single seats, where you sit there, when I went to school, they had double seats. And if you made your mark in class, in the class, and you get promoted, you sit alongside the other students. Everybody was in there to learn. And the neighbors, who were just like they would, you go away from home, they'd watch your home, and you watch theirs. So, we owe their love and no trouble, no friction whatsoever there.
M.M.: Right.
R.S.: When I came along, school, but it's altogether different. I don't know what seems to be. The trouble everybody's tried to pay little more than they are, right. We never had.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: And when I came here, mostly were Swedish people, Irish, and the Dutch people, there was very few foreign people in the labor union.
M.M.: Right.
R.S.: But we got along good. Lived right in the neighborhood with them, and I lived out there in Versailles. Versailles was a very small town at that time, but it was mostly what you call a railroad center, because the trains run there, and they turn around and go back to Pittsburgh, and some go through.
M.M.: Yes sir.
R.S.: Versailles. Mostly all were engineers, firemen, conductors and what have you on the rail. So there, everybody got a lot of good.
M.M.: Do you happen to remember how many black families were, or roughly how many black families were here when you moved here?
R.S.: I couldn’t say.  Very few, very few. One of the fellas were here, that possibly I know some of them they were here, but they had came from Virginia, but they left their family down there till they got situated out here.
M.M.: Right.
R.S.: The railroad was going through here at that time and hadn't been completed. And they work on the rail. Mostly, I worked on a railroad.
M.M.: Mhm. So, you would say at that time, people worked on a railroad like today, like the majority of people work in the mill?
R.S.: Oh yes, they had regular railroad gangs. Had what to call the gravel train. That was a train carrying work, was anywhere from thirty, forty, or fifty men.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: On that train. Had a regular train, and they would haul back and forth up and down the track. They'd work on the track. They brought tracks in here. For one section, worked from West Newton down to Versailles. Then there would be another section that worked down from Versailles down to Glenwood and be a section work from Glenwood back into Pittsburgh. So that's the way. There was plenty of it there.
M.M.: I'd like to ask you a little bit about your own family history now, and I'd like you to tell me when you were married. 
R.S.: Well, I was married June 1907. Nineteen hundred and seven, I was married in June, and I right back here on [unintelligible 25:56-25:57] street there.
M.M.: Mhm. And your wife’s name?
R.S.: Her name was Miller, Melissa Miller.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: Her parents, her mother and dad were dead, but her mother was here and she had aunts and she worked for, in service, you know, worked in service.
M.M.: Yes sir. 
R.S.: [unintelligible 26:25-26:27]
M.M.: And how many children yins have?
R.S.: We had Five boys and one girl. The girl, she passed on when she was near forty.
Mhm.
R.S.: All of the children are past fifty. My oldest son is Harold. You know he's sixty-six.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: So, he's retired. Harold. His name was Harold. That's the oldest boy, James Harold. He's the oldest and he's, was employed for the Liquor Control Board, so he stayed on that job. I don't know how many years, twenty-seven years, and he retired. He's retired now.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: Second boy, Russell. He was born in 1919, 1909, and he's working with the atomic energy at Metis Airport. 
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: He's been up there over twenty-five years. And let’s see, third, you know he works at, his name is Joe Burnham. He works at the People's Union Bank down on Fifth Avenue. He's still working. And then there's Dwayne. He lives down in Braddock Hills. He works for the [unintelligible 28:04-28:05], he works as a chauffeur for them. And the youngest boy, he's out in California. He was working for the government in the post office, he’s been off sick for quite a little while.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: But he works as a postman. Was a postman clerk, and then, that’s what he was doing when he got sick. As I said before, the girl she passed on, she was forty.
M.M.: Yes, sir.
R.S.: Dates, I just can't get them right. 
M.M.: Right.
R.S.: In particular, unless I got them written down right on hand.
M.M.: Questions about your involvement-
R.S.: The church, the church was just built. It was built in 1900 and three. It was Baptist. I was baptized at the foot of Thirteenth Street in the Youghiogheny river.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: Foot of Twelfth Street there, there was an old boathouse. There used to be a war boat house was always there. They baptized me, but in there, then changed clothes, and then I was active in church. I've been active all up until time I got so I couldn't attend like I wanted to. 
M.M.: Yes, sir.
R.S.: Think so I've been in here twenty years. I've served as superintendent at a Sunday school, Assistant Superintendent at Sunday school, taught in a Sunday school, served on a digging board 20 some years, and now I'm just bench member, what I call that, unlike a regular intendent, I can't get around and meet these, they’re too fast for me far.
M.M.: So, you were quite active in church.
R.S.: Oh yes, from start to finish. I went in there at twelve years old, attended Sunday school, working and Sunday school, and even then, when I was serving on a digging board, I went to Sunday school all the time, because that thing that I really like started in Sunday school, never missed it. Working on, I've been clerk of the church a number of years. And secretary of a trustee board for a number of years. I've been active in church all my life.
M.M.: Do you think that the churches, the black church, has kept the community closer together, the people closer together?
R.S.: Well, they should, but they, people are not religiously inclined like they were back there when I grew up. The way I look at it, they just say “Well I belong to some Sunday church”, but they're not active. They don’t take their position in church at all.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: So, the churches have a hard time now getting people to stay and to work in it. The way I find it right now back there, years ago, when I come to church, people were more interested in the church there. That was main issues, go to church, serve the church, whatever they could do. I remember one time there at that church there, when we had come out of Bethlehem, come out of Bethlehem, and reorganize the Zion Baptist Church. That was a year that I was in Monessen, but when I come back down here, I just come back up to Zion, the same ministry.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: [unintelligible 32:44-32:46], I've been in that church ever since.
M.M.: Have you ever belonged to any lodges or fraternal organization?
R.S.: Well, I have belonged to the lodge fellows, helps. But the oldest one that I take care of now is the ancient free and accepted Masons, the 32nd-Degree Masons.
M.M.: Yes.
R.S.: I'm still active in it. I attend meetings. And when I say active, I mean working in there, doing things.
M.M.: Right.
R.S.: But see, I can't get around now as fast as I used to. [unintelligible 33:33-33:34]
M.M.: Could you tell me, just briefly, the purpose of the Elks? 
R.S.: I don’t know much about it, it’s a benevolent organization.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: It does charity and work, just like the other organizations. I used to belong to  the Knight’s Brothership, but they weren’t completely possible to go to. I belong to everything that meant to raise any good, right. I worked well. I went to the convention in Philadelphia. First convention, I went to, at the Knight’s Brothership in 1925. I’ve been in the Knight’s Brothers, Elks, but I stuck on the Mason moreso than the others.
M.M.: Is that the kind of, let me ask you another question. I just don't know how to word it, but how did you get all the energy to be involved in all this?
R.S.: Well, I was quite active. Quite active. I never was a fellow to get into something that didn't follow it up. First thing, but I think, you know, that's a pretty good thing. I go with it and I work with it until it fall apart. I was always active, trying to keep things going same way with in the church. When I went in the church, looked at the young fellows that were going to meetings and one stuff, now that we had things more active we would have in the church. When I went there one night a week, the minister would have a prayer meeting for young people. One night a week, he would have what they called a literary society, and BYDU, and all that kind of stuff, just kept me going.
M.M.: Yes.
R.S.: So I got active, but I wouldn't belong to anything to stick with. Was active enough to work in and belong to it, and didn't go, I wouldn't, I wouldn't spend five minutes by doing the thing I'm going, I’m going to be interested enough to do the thing and take care of the job.
M.M.: Now I'd like to ask you a few questions about the community itself, McKeesport and what you remember about let's say the First Ward, the Third Ward and Seventh Ward?
R.S.: Well, there's nothing particular about the first ward, never knew much about it. Been down there through there, in fact delivered there, delivered in fact, but delivered goods all over town here, when I worked for a mill.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: I’d drive a delivery truck and I’d deliver stuff all around. I’d have lived in any place but the third ward and the eleventh ward. And the people back there, the people. These are all new people, new generation.
M.M.: Right.
R.S.: The people that I came up under. Frankly, all their entire family is gone.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: Older people gone, and family, the entire family is gone. So, these are all new people, so we've had consistent movement of that.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: When you get new groups in, you know, their ideas doesn't work, cooperate with ones that you, what you're doing, but that makes a conflict, and so that's what's the matter with the country today. Everybody wants to do his own thing in his own ways.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: That's what you got to give away. Back then, it seemed like people were more together. You know, they were more together, right?
M.M.: Yes sir.
R.S.: People were more of doing the right thing.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: You know what the condition is here now? Everybody's doing their thing now.
M.M.: Could you tell me briefly what types of work, businesses were in existence in the earlier periods of your life in McKeesport?
R.S.: Well, one of the biggest things, fellas that was in business, fella was named J.B. Laney, he operated ice cream factory he owned, placed out on Locust Street, sixth in Locust Street, you know that's where he had his ice cream, which was a prosperous business. [unintelligible 38:45-38:53], they didn't last too long. That's about the biggest thing. The businesses in the commercial line.
M.M.: Were there any hotels or anything like that?
R.S.: Well, it was two hotels, one operator by the name of Paul, and one named McCord. He operated, had one down the corner right on 11th and Market Street there, know that little house that’s right on that side?
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: 11th and Market Street. Well old man McCord run a hotel there. He's first to open up there, and then Bill Montgomery, he opened up one on the, on 10th Street.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: One where that place is at now, up Tenth and Locust. Don’t know how many are there now, but McCord and Montgomery was the first two men that operated hotels.
M.M.: Besides being involved in, you know, many different social and fraternal organizations, what kind of other recreation did you do? Let's say, did you go to Olympia Park or y’know, with your family? 
R.S.: Oh yeah. We had Olympia Park, that was a handy park to the neighborhood around here and all around. And we had the Churches, all went together, before the union. All denominations, methodists and pastors, all got together, and they could, they'd have one big day out there. We'd take in churches from well, we've had as far as Brownsville. Brownsville, Elizabeth, Homestead, Brownsville, Braddock, Pittsburgh, many churches out of Pittsburgh. They're all combined together and have one big day.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: At Picnic Park. We put 35, 40,000 people out here at the park on one day. The train would start there, come out from Pittsburgh, pick them all the way up line. Take them up to Versailles and then walk up to the park. Take them back in the evening. Had wonderful picnics. I was vice president of that association for quite a few years. 
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: Every year, we’d have 25, 30, 35 thousand people.
M.M.: Were you actively involved in sports or just as a spectator, what kind of sports?
R.S.: Spectator. Spectator. I like football.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: Not too much. I don't like football as well as I do baseball, I love baseball.
M.M.: So I guess you could remember the Homestead Grays?
R.S.: I certainly do. [unintelligible 42:22-42:24]
M.M.: Mhm. Could you tell me some of the names of the players?
R.S.: There was Josh Gibson –
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Could you tell me some of the names of the players?
R.S.: Oh, there was a bunch of them. Josh Gibson and [unintelligible 0:17-0:20], oh let’s see, Posey, I know Posey was there, Jeff [unintelligible 0:30-0:31], Williams Owen, I just can’t think of them. 
M.M.: This was quite a sports town too, right? This was quite a sports town.
R.S.: Oh yeah. McKeesport was a sport town, they liked sports.
M.M.: I'd like to ask you, are there any people in or from McKeesport, or statewide or nationally, that you believe, that are outstanding?
R.S.: I don’t know. What do you mean, in like business side or?
M.M.: In any, y’know, like they might have had some influence. Some people see it like, you know, Joe Lewis really had like impact on them, you know.
R.S.: Like fighters, something like that?
M.M.: In any area, politically, sports-wise.
R.S.: Well, the political game back there was active in several people was active in it. But politics has got to the place now, it’s far much different what it was then. Because there was a few out here, like Bill Montgomery, Sebestian Greens, Benny Duncan. They were politically inclined. Benny Duncan, he was working the clerk courts down there.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: But he was in politics, pretty good. Bill Montgomery, Benny Johnson was in national things. There were a few more up. I just can't forget them now. But they were pretty well up politics, as far as politics went, then. 
M.M.: Right.
R.S.: As far as politics went then, because the politics is entirely different than the way they operated down there, back then, when I was years ago, when I was coming up, there each ward had a council down there, and a mayor.
M.M.; Mhm.
R.S.: Each council, each ward had a council, and each Councilman trying to keep his ward in better shape, better than the others.
M.M.: Right.
R.S.: It was competition. 
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: Competition, and everything went along good. We, this man appeared the name of Parker. He was counselor from the Third Ward here, and he got us a swimming pool and right down in that in that swim, he’s the one that got it down there. And every councilman tried to keep this ward in better shape than the other. 
M.M.: Now recently, there was a vote to form a new form of government, and people were talking about it probably would have been better in the city of McKeesport for them to go back to, let's say, the old way of having councilmen-free wards, and there probably would be a lot better results than there are now.
R.S.: Well, I don't know. I didn't bother much about it. I've read a good bit about things now. I've read a good bit about it, and to tell you the truth, find out which is the best.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: I wouldn't form an opinion on, but the way it is here now I don't know. It seems like the ones who get jobs, those folks, get those jobs, now. Seems as though they waiting for a complaint, till you bring a complaint to them.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: instead of going on looking for, see what's to be done. Once they get in there, that's the last you see of them. 
M.M.: Right.
R.S.: Now, lot of things that I see, that's reviving all about being in politics, because the things I see, a lot of things I see, is done wrong. A lot of things goes on around here. You would say, “well, now fellow, he’s councilman, that's his department, why don't he work on it?” I got a slip here I carry in my pocketbook, the city assessors. Back then olden days, back then when they had those jobs back there, back there, when they had that job, cities, neighborhoods, all that time had city assessors. Now he had books for each ward.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: Now that fellow could tell you how many brick houses was in his ward, how many frame houses in his ward. He could tell you who all knew and everything, where there were, and he could tell you every person that owned houses that owned houses that didn't live in the city. 
M.M.: Mhm. 
R.S.: I bet they can’t do it today.
M.M.: Since we're talking about politics, maybe you can tell me when you first voted?
R.S.: Me, well I’ve been voting since I was about twenty-one. 
M.M.: Yeah.
R.S.: When I got to be twenty-one.
M.M.: What party was that?
R.S.: Republican, I never changed. I, if I didn’t bother voting, I just wouldn’t vote.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: Well back in those days, way back there, back in the town, back then you knew everybody, and you didn't have to question his integrity you know, and you knew.
M.M.: Right.
R.S.: Now they had what they call the Republican Party and Democrat. Well now the officials of the Democrat Party, the fellas of the Democrat, they put up a slate. Republicans do the same.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: Now, every Nick Dominary can run y’know, and split the thing up. Now, you don't know who to vote for. You don't know him. I don't know what the qualifications are. That’s part of it now. The party itself ought to say it should set up the candidate.
M.M.: Mhm. Are there any other areas of your life that we that you would like to talk about that we have not touched on? 
R.S.: Not that I know of. Sometimes I, I just want to just look at the difference. I just try to figure the difference between the people back there years ago, when I came along, what they're doing now. A lot of things they do, I can't see no sense into it, but they just do whatever they darn want. There's a difference in this generation which it should be, but they’re too extreme.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: And another thing, I think that the entire system is far from what it should be. Long everything breaks down. Get a Guy, put him in there, give him two, three life sentences, can’t serve but one.
M.M.: Mhm.
R.S.: I just don’t know. Everybody looks more, they should do better, but instead of well, doing better now, now look like we’re doing worse.
M.M.: Well, you see more opportunities now that they’re not taking?
R.S.: Get a scholarship or get out of school, let alone get a scholarship. 
M.M.: Thank you, sir.
R.S.: Yeah, alright, that’ll help me [unintelligible 09:30-09:31].
END OF TAPE TWO
