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Summary: Peter Gottlieb interviews J.L. Simmons, a Baptist reverend as well as a former steel worker. Born in southern Georgia to a family encompassing fourteen children, Simmons would attend school whilst working on his family’s sharecropping farm until he passed the fourth grade, at which point he would move north to Pennsylvania. Simmons would find work as a rail worker with PC&Y. After some time, Simmons would shift careers to a spot at Lockhart Iron and Steel where he would produce iron rods in one of their rolling mills. Notably, there was no separation between different ethnic groups in the part of the mill Simmons worked at, though Poles and Irishmen generally occupied the top jobs at the mill. Despite this lack of separation, Simmons noted a consistent trend of the ethnic groups with power favoring their groups over workers from other groups. Gottleib also asked Simmons about his spiritual and political life, to which Simmons discussed his experience as a lifelong Republican voter as well as his involvement in the Baptist church and other community organizations such as the Masonic Lodge.
START OF TAPE ONE
Peter Gottleib: Name of interviewer, Peter Gottlieb. Place, at 3447 Chartiers Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Date, June 13th, 1974. Name of person being interviewed, Reverend J. L. Simmons, S. I. M. M. O. N. S. He was born in Albany, Georgia. He’s a steel worker and a Baptist minister. I think the first question I'd like to ask you is, where were your parents born?
J.L. Simmons: In Georgia.
[bookmark: _Hlk213968547]P.G.: In Georgia. Did they, could you tell me what, what part of Georgia?
J.L.S.: Well, South Georgia.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: They were born in, well I was born in Albany.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: South Georgia. I was born in, I’d say in Mitchell County, Georgia, also, near Albany, Georgia.
P.G.: And they never, they never came to the Pittsburgh area?
J.L.S.: Never did. 
P.G.: Can you tell me something about the kind of work that your father did?
J.L.S.: Was a Farmer.
P.G.: Did he own his own farm, or did he rent it?
J.L.S.: Well, wasn't that he rented. He was a laborer, on a farm.
P.G.: Can you tell me, what kind of crops were grown on the farm there? 
J.L.S.: Cotton, watermelon, corn, [unintelligible 2:48:-2:59] potatoes, rice, oats.
P.G.: I got you. 
J.L.S.: Sugar cane.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: Watermelon.
P.G.: Was it a fairly large farm?
J.L.S.: Yeah.
P.G.: It was. Do you remember how many acres?
J.L.S.: Well, that was six acres. His brother-in-law also lived on his father's plantation.
P.G.: I see, I see. Did your mother work when outside of your home?
J.L.S.: My mother didn’t work.
P.G.: I see. And she, she didn't have a job, she didn't earn her living?
J.L.S.: No, she never did.
P.G.: I see. How many brothers and sisters did you have?
J.L.S.: Including myself? 
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: Fourteen.
P.G.: There were fourteen children, including yourself. 
J.L.S.: Right.
P.G.: Did you have any aunts and uncles or other relatives who lived with you? 
J.L.S.: No.
P.G.: It was, it was just your parents and the children of your family. Did the, did the children work in your -
J.L.S.: Well. There’s six of them who become grown. 
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: The others died. Eight of them.
P.G.: Oh I see, eight, of eight of your brothers and sisters died as, as infants?
J.L.S.: As infants.
P.G.: I see. But the children who did live to become grown up, did they, did they have jobs when they were children?
J.L.S.: They worked on a farm.
P.G.: They worked on a farm. 
J.L.S.: Worked on a farm.
P.G.: Did, but did any of you, you know, go away from your home to work before you were adults?
J.L.S.: Yes. My older brother did. He went away and started a tire camp. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: I don’t know if you know about a tire camp.
P.G.: No.
J.L.S.: Yeah. That is, is getting all the tires for the railroad.
P.G.: Oh, I see, I see.
J.L.S.: [unintelligible 5:45-5:47]
P.G.: Oh, I see. But the rest of you stayed with your, at your home and worked on the farm?
J.L.S.: Right.
P.G.: I see. Do you remember what your parents’ attitudes towards religion was, towards education?
J.L.S.: Good.
P.G.: They were.
J.L.S.: My Mother was, my father wasn’t as concerned.
P.G.: Uh huh. Did they urge you to go to school, or, and to go to church and that kind of thing? 
J.L.S.: All of them, my ancestors, all of them go to church, but my father, not too much, wasn't concerned too much about learning. 
P.G.: I see. Uh huh.
J.L.S.: But my mother and my elder brother was living there, was concerned about learning. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: They were the one that, the two of us.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: They never, they had to pay so much, the government has to pay so much, you have to purchase your own books.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: So they financed that, my brother and his brother and my mother. Where we all living.
P.G.: And under your mother's influence, would you go to church every Sunday then? 
J.L.S.: Oh yeah, yeah. 
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: We went every week.
P.G.: I see. And your, were your parents also Baptist, just as you are now? 
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: I see.
J.L.S.: My father was a Baptist preacher.
P.G.: Uh huh, oh, I see. But although he was concerned about you going to church, he didn't particularly urge you to go to school?
J.L.S.: No.
P.G.: I see. Let’s see what we got, so did you get to go all right through school, all the way through high school, or how much?
J.L.S.: No, not that bad, I finished my learning up here then.
P.G.: I see
J.L.S.: I came up here and went to night school.
P.G.: I see. So, you did you go through what the eighth grade in Georgia?
J.L.S.: Fourth.
P.G.: And then with - 
J.L.S.: Fifth. Fifth Grade.
P.G.: Fifth grade in Georgia, and then when you came to Pittsburgh area, you continued your education in night school?
J.L.S.: Yeah.
P.G.: I see. Well, let me ask you a little bit about your, your own work experience. Do you remember what the first job you had was? Not, not in Pittsburgh, necessarily, but in your entire life?
J.L.S.: Railroad. 
P.G.: On the railroad.
J.L.S.: Worked as a trackman. Then from there, I come to be a cook for the camp.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: It was an extra gang, of men. I am indebted to them, for this life I have. 
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: And after that, I came back to, went back to the track to work. [unintelligible 9:33-9:35] back to the farm.
P.G.: I see. 
J.L.S.: And then I left and came here.
P.G.: I see, how old were you when you first began to work on the on the track?
J.L.S.: Oh, I’d say about eighteen.
P.G.: I see. Can you describe to me what kind of work that is actually, when you say track work? It's just that, is that maintenance of way?
J.L.S.: Yeah.
P.G.: Fixing the track itself?
J.L.S.: Yeah. 
P.G.: I see. How were you able to, to go from that kind of work to being a cook?
J.L.S.: Well, the boss seemed to think I was qualified to be a cook for the locomotive. 
P.G.: I see, I see. How did you come to the Pittsburgh area in, in 1924?
J.L.S.: [unintelligible 10:38-10:40]
P.G.: But I'm what I meant to say. I should have made myself more exact. How did you, how did you choose Pittsburgh, of all the places in the north that one might have moved to? 
J.L.S.: The reason was that my in-laws were already here.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: They sent for me, they sent for me. They were here in Pittsburgh.
P.G.: How long had they been here, do you remember?
J.L.S.: About a year.
P.G.: A year.
J.L.S.: My father-in-law. 
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: My mother-in-law, then they sent for me and my wife.
P.G.: Uh huh. Do you remember why they had left Georgia to come here? 
J.L.S.: Well, for a better living.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: More comfortable. 
P.G.: Were there, were there any particular problems, maybe connected with farming in Georgia at that period of time that?
J.L.S.: They just worked the farms.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: My fathers would work on the farms. While in Georgia, he would work on the farm. He worked in the town centers.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: Watchmen, mills.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: Helped to slaughter cows. 
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: He just was working. 
P.G.: Oh, I see.
J.L.S.: There was no conflicts, [unintelligible 12:04-12:06] he never did that.
P.G.: I see so your, your wife's parents moved up here, and then about a year later, they ask you to come.
J.L.S.: Right.
P.G.: So, did, did you go straight from Albany to Pittsburgh?
J.L.S.: Right. 
P.G.: You didn't stay in any other city and you're working there?
J.L.S.: Never stayed in another city besides Pittsburgh.
P.G.: And so, you came here. You were, you came to Pittsburgh in 1924 then?
J.L.S.: Right.
P.G.: Can you tell me about the, the way you went about looking for work once you got here?
J.L.S.: Once I arrived here, I sought rail work.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: Because I was assimilated to railroad work.
P.G.: Right, right.
J.L.S.: And then, was fortunate to get that immediately. 
P.G.: Oh, I see what. What company was that with?
J.L.S.: PC&Y.
P.G.: PC&Y.
J.L.S.: [unintelligible 13:03-13:08] they were hauling freight.
P.G.: I see, and were you a cook?
J.L.S.: No, I was a trackman.
P.G.: Trackman there. Did anybody help you get the job, put you in contact with the company, or anything like that? Or did you -
J.L.S.: Yes, friend of mine named, his name was, I can’t think of his face now.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: Was he, he was running the camp. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: At PC&Y. 
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: He was taking in numbers. He was the one that pushed me into there.
P.G.: I see. Had you known this man in Georgia? 
J.L.S.: No, never seen him. 
P.G.: I see. And how did you get from working on the railroad to working in the mills?
J.L.S.: After I quit?
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: Well, where I came from, I had been working there, it was something to work for.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: So, after I gotten this job at PC&Y, the supervisor insists that we come out and suddenly distribute tires. That was something you had to go out to do on Sunday, because I was used to. And this happened a second time. Third time we [unintelligible 14:55- 15:02].
P.G.: I see. So, is the way things work on it, on a track gang that you, would you work just seven days a week, right? All the time?
J.L.S.: Six days a week. 
P.G.: Six days a week. What day did they give you off if you had to work on Sunday?
J.L.S.: No, you had to work six days and they would like seven days.
P.G.: Oh, I see. I see.
J.L.S.: You didn’t do track work; you’d be stripping out tires instead. 
P.G.; Oh, I see.
J.l.S.: You did track work six days a week.
P.G.: I see. So, from Monday through Saturday, you did track work, and on Sunday, you had to -
J.L.S.: Strip out tires and replace them.
P.G.: Could you talk a little bit about what kind of work you did on a track gang? Because I'm sure most people today wouldn't, wouldn't, you know, be very familiar.
J.L.S.: Fixing up tires, putting air in tires, putting up tire beds, spiking the tires, shuffling them, tapping the tires.
P.G.: I see. So, it was basically fixing up the railroad track itself.
J.L.S.: Right.
P.G.: Instead of going back. And there was always enough work to do on a railroad line, even a pretty short one like the PC&Y.
J.L.S.: Right.
P.G.: Keep you busy. 
J.L.S.: Right.
P.G.: Could you tell me how you actually came to have a position in Lockhart Iron and Steel?
J.L.S.: Well, I worked up to that position, before finding myself a different job. 
P.G.: Yeah. But what I was interested in is actually how you first hired on there and chose that place of work. 
J.L.S.: How I was first hired?
P.G.: Yes.
J.L.S.: Well, I met a person named Harry, Harry. He’s dead now, but I got a job through him.
P.G.: I see. Did in, did you know him in some connection, through church or through the job you had with PC&Y?
J.L.S.: No, he just heard of my reputation as honest working.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: And it was his decision turned into. 
P.G.: I see. So, this man, Harry, was working at Lockhart Iron and Steel.
J.L.S.: He was the boss.
P.G.: He was.
J.L.S.: That’s right.
P.G.: Uh huh. What department of the mill did you begin working in when you first -
J.L.S.: Labor department.
P.G.: Labor, but were you, were you in the blast furnace or open hearth?
J.L.S.: Was no blast furnace, isn’t one, never has been. In there.
P.G.: Oh.
J.L.S.: They produced iron rods that’s -
P.G.: I see. So, it's a, is it, is it a rolling mill then?
J.L.S.: It’s a rolling mill. They made, such as they have what you call big scrap pile, maybe taller in this house, and longer than it.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: And they had men standing there, but making, as you would know, called faggots.
P.G.: Yeah
J.L.S.: They were boxes, of, three pieces of iron ore, about that long.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: One for the bottom, two for the side.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: And two sharp pieces at the end. And it had to be a box.
P.G.: Yeah
J.L.S.: Then you’d fill it in.
P.G.: With what?
J.L.S.: With metal. 
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: The thin metal piece. Then you put a piece of iron on top of it.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: Which is called a faggot.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: And they would load it on the truck. So many of them would make a heap. 
P.G.: Mhm.
J.L.S. And they would push them into the furnace and they would melt.
P.G.: Would that be an open-hearth furnace? Is that?
J.L.S.: They wouldn't call it an open-hearth furnace, they didn’t, I don’t know what they called it, you can call it that if you want to.
P.G.: Yeah. In any case.
J.L.S.: They would draw it out then, draw out a stack of boxes after they took it to the ovens.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: Make what they wanted out of it.
P.G.: Do you remember how, how long it used to take for the scrap metal to be -
J.L.S.: To be ready?
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: It was a service to run. Oh about, I would say it’d take about an hour.
P.G.: An hour in heat. And did they do this continuously as soon as -
J.L.S.: All day long. Well, they, it’s a minute, but they call it heats.
P.G.: Yes.
J.L.S.: They would make it so each side would get five heats.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: Each side would make about five heats burned, and that’s about ten heats a day.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: And after the after this scrap had been melted down, it would go to the rolls?
P.G.: Yeah. 
J.L.S.: What, what part of this whole process did you work at when you first came to Lockhart Iron and Steel?
J.L.S.: Which part?
P.G.: What part of the process of making?
J.L.S.: I helped to make the faggots.
P.G.: The faggots.
J.L.S.: At night. I’d make five to twenty at night. In thirteen hours.
P.G.: Okay. So, you had to work, what hours actually would you start?
J.L.S.: I started all day usually, but the day was ended at three-thirty when the night crew gone, right till seven in the morning.
P.G.: So, you worked from about three in the afternoon ‘till seven in the morning. Gosh.
J.L.S.: About five-twenty. [unintelligible 22:03-22:05]
P.G.: Thirteen hours. My gosh. Do you remember if there were any certain nationality groups that were particularly prominent in in your department and the job that you first worked started working in making faggots? Were there any certain-
J.L.S.: Nationalities?
P.G.: Yeah, well, maybe they're more Serbs there than, maybe there were more black people who were making the faggots than any other?
J.L.S.: Well, there was [unintelligible 22:41-22:51].
P.G.: I see, was that true of making the faggots? 
J.L.S.: Yeah.
P.G.: And you weren't aware necessarily that there were any particular nationality group that there were, there might be more of?
J.L.S.: [unintelligible 23:07—23:10] Where they’re heated.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: There was more whites.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: In fact, wasn’t any colored in there.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: All of the colored in that was the fireman. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: He was colored. 
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: There were only nine men, you see a white man at the fire.
P.G.: Mhm.
J.L.S.: Most colored were making the iron, taking it to the fellows. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: All that man there, colored men, would fit this into the furnace cooker, after a while start running because something, they call it cinder, that’s was filth coming out of the hearth. All I saw was a covered man on the back called a cinder-snuff. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: I was one of them also.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: Catching this black sludge coming out.
P.G.: Mhm.
J.L.S.: Looked like it was soot, what do you call, coming out of the air vents.
P.G.: Yeah. Uh huh
J.L.S.: I’d catch that.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: They’d call a sender man. 
P.G.: Among the white workers in the mill, were you aware of foreign nationalities there, or can you, can you remember which ones they would have been?
J.L.S.: Hungarians and Italians, I don’t know about any other groups.
P.G.: Hungarians and Italians?
J.L.S.: Yeah.
P.G.: I see. 
J.L.S.: Yeah.
P.G.: Were they, were they concentrated in any, well, at the rolls, at the furnace, was maybe more Italians?
J.L.S.: Most were at the both departments, I saw.
P.G.: I see, so the Italians and the Hungarians wouldn't have been separated.
J.L.S.: There was no separation, they were together.
P.G.: How many men would work together making the faggots? Did you work in a team? Or did you do the work by yourself?
J.L.S.: We worked in a team, I guess it would be about fifteen to twenty men.
P.G.: I see. 
J.L.S.: Around there.
P.G.: I see. Would each of you make your own faggots? 
J.L.S.: Yeah.
P.G.: You did.
J.L.S.: Each man made his own faggots.
P.G.: Alright. And you said that in that part of the mill there were, there's about equal number of black and white men were working?
J.L.S.: Oh yeah, there was none separation.
P.G.: I see. Do you remember your, your foreman in that, in that part, in that job?
J.L.S.: His name was Harry, that’s the one who -
P.G.: That's the man who hired you.
J.L.S.: Yeah, later he become something about timekeeping but he was foreman when I came in.
P.G.: I see. Was he a white man?
J.L.S.: Yeah.
P.G.: You remember if he was -
J.L.S.: An Irishman.
P.G.: An Irishman.
J.L.S.: Mhm.
P.G.: New tape. When you first began working at Lockhart Iron and Steel, this would have been in 1924 too, by the way, wouldn't it have been?
J.L.S.: Yeah. All the work done at the railroad would have been done about a couple months.
P.G.: Yeah. Did they have a seniority system in the mill at that time? 
J.L.S.: No.
P.G.: They didn't.
J.L.S.: They didn’t have anything. They hired and elevated whoever they felt like it.
P.G.: I see. Did that happen very often, or did the company try to protect the men who -
J.L.S.: It didn’t happen too often because the person at the mill wouldn’t stand for it, you had to report to him. He was an Irishman too.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: [unintelligible 27:30-27:33] He was making it difficult to cover for all of us.
P.G.: I see. And so there were quite a few men who would have been working there quite a long period of time. When you -
J.L.S.: Oh yeah, I mean there was men who had been working there for years before I got there.
P.G.: I see. Where did, when a man would be hired on to Lockhart Iron and Steel, would they usually start him in a certain department, or would they put him wherever they needed the men? 
J.L.S.: Wherever they needed him.
P.G.: And they wouldn't say, start him out in the simplest job and then promote him up?
J.L.S.: No. Just where they needed.
P.G.: Oh, I see. They just put them in wherever the work needed to be?
J.L.S.: Wherever they needed them. They didn’t know the price of the job. 
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: The jobs was very precious.
P.G.: Yeah, what, didn't job, for instance, on the rolls or and the furnaces take a certain amount of skill?
J.L.S.: Yeah. 
P.G.: That would have to be -
J.L.S.: They would have to.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: Because everyone, can be a ruffian, call that a ruffian.
P.G.: Right.
J.L.S.: How to know how to.
P.G.: Uh huh. So, what I'm wondering is, person came into the mill without knowing how to-
J.L.S.: They wouldn’t put him in.
P.G.: Would they start them out then, and they in a lower position somewhere where it didn’t take that skill? 
J.L.S.: Yeah. If they put them in that position, they might have ended up having to give them training.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: For the job before letting them loose on the job.
P.G.: Were there, was there a certain kind of hierarchy of jobs that a person moved up through, if you were ambitious?
J.L.S.: No, they didn’t have nothing like that, no. 
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: Not that I know of. They put you where they needed them sometimes, but if you didn’t know that job, they wouldn’t put in a job they didn’t expect you to do.
P.G.: You might have already answered this question, but did any certain group tend to be, the bosses did they tend to have better chance at the good jobs in the mill be ones would be laid off last and hired back first?
J.L.S.: Yeah. They had a Polish boss there. They had a special group that he was assimilated to, bosses were Polish such as him.
P.G.: Polish. Mhm.
J.L.S.: They ran the factory, he had houses, stayed in his houses, and he would, that was, went off a long time.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: Until the day he was replaced by the younger superintendent, old man now, but the younger superintendent, his son, he rose up.
P.G.: I see, did, what, what part of the mill was this polish foreman working in?
J.L.S.: In the labor department.
P.G.: In the labor department?
J.L.S.: Mhm. Made faggots and shares cutting all different kinds of iron.
P.G.: Uh huh, uh huh. And he would tend to favor the people who were living in his boarding houses?
J.L.S.: Right, right. Yeah.
P.G.: Once you began working at Lockhart Iron and Steel, did you ever move looking for other work?
J.L.S.: Yes. Every time things went down, I left. There was a time I wanted to retire and they didn’t accept it.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: Because I was, they wanted me to do my job.
P.G.: Uh huh. So, the only times that you left the company were times when you were laid off or?
J.L.S.: Yes.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: One time I was left on while others left during World War Two.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: I didn’t and then laid off, [unintelligible 32:09-32:20] I couldn’t make it now, I was making six or seven dollars a day.
P.G.: Oh, I see. Why was that? How come there was such a great difference between the wages?
J.L.S.: It was different for everyone. Tenants worked, the tenants made, I mean the tenants, yeah something like that. 
P.G.: Yes.
[unintelligible 32:45-32:55]
J.L.S.: Went to the furnace and they’d take off. [unintelligible 33:02-33:07]
P.G.: Yes, uh huh.
J.L.S.: They’d make no money.
P.G.: Do you remember the jobs that you got when you were laid off at Lockhart Iron and Steel?
J.L.S.: Well, last time I left Lockheart Iron and Steel, I went to [unintelligible 33:29-33:31] Spring mill, and I made springs for automobiles. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: Now they two mills there, they were called Number One and Number Two. I started in Number One, shifted to Number Two. Boss had been taken out a while ago, [unintelligible 33:53-34:00] and the new one allowed the choice to be with him, and I worked there until it went down. I worked on the drawfly. Cars would come through. [unintelligible 33:14-33:20] I worked there until, the mill went down.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: In September, they had a mill over in China, went over to some foreign country, and they wanted to take me with them, but luckily, I refused to go
P.G.: Uh huh. And at that point in time, did you go back to Lockhart? 
J.L.S.: I went back to Lockhart.
P.G.: I see, the reason that you left Lockhart in the first place you got to work at this spring mill was -
J.L.S.: Well, because I was laid off then. 
P.G.: I see, was the mill, was Lockhart Iron and Steel shutting down at that period of time. Or did they just?
J.L.S.: Yes, yeah. A superintendent at that time, make an exception between, you saw similarities to Italians and I saw that, they give them preferences. 
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: In working in this mill.
P.G.: I see. This was a different Foreman than the Polish Foreman that you were talking 
J.L.S.: He was an Irishman, this man.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: He was all superintendent. It was his son who broke up this, regularizing of the other man.
P.G.: I see, yes.
J.L.S.: This son, the old man, was very assimilated to Poland.
P.G.: I see. 
J.L.S.: Even though he was Irish.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: And so that’s why the kid was similar. When that got scarce. He would give them preference. 
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: I could be standing the other color. He said, nothing to do with that. 
P.G.: Yes.
J.L.S.: I would think otherwise. And I came back and then I was readily accepted.
P.G.: Did this happen very often that you'd be laid off at Lockhart Iron and Steel or?
J.L.S.: Well, it happened about three times.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: One time I was working crew, rail crew and that’s where all of us were [unintelligible 36:33-36:37].
P.G.: That’s right
J.L.S.: And there’s a graveyard up there, dug up the bodies. Used to find bodies.
P.G.: So, there were, there were instances in Lockhart Iron and Steel where superintendents or foremen would, would favor certain ethnic group over others?
J.L.S.: Yeah.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: Oh yeah. That went on for a quite a while until we got unionized.
P.G.: I see. Could you tell me something about how the union came into the plant?
J.L.S.: Well, they campaigned for some of us, I don’t know, fifty percent. 
P.G.: I see. 
J.L.S.: Before the union come in, neither of them were working long hours, that was even before Roosevelt came in. Roosevelt come in, we were making ten dollars a day, that time that is only four dollars fourty-seven an hour. We were making over two weeks, we were making only fourty-eight dollars. We worked six days a week.
P.G.: Mhm.
J.L.S.: Twenty-four hours a week, forty-eight dollar pay, for ten hours a day.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: So, when Roosevelt moved in, first day I worked here, I remember, he broke it down.
P.G.: I See. Do you remember, were there any union organizers from your mill itself who were who worked at Lockhart Iron and Steel, and came around and asked you to join?
J.L.S.: I can’t remember them now, they’re all dead, those men.
P.G.: Yeah. 
J.L.S.: Think the Taylors are some of them. Bryce Taylor, John Taylor, I think they were, there were four brothers of them. They were laborers also. There was John Taylor, and Fred Taylor, Bob Taylor.
P.G.: Did they work at Lockhart Iron and Steel?
J.L.S.: Two of them are working there now. One’s a watchman and the other’s still a laborer.
P.G.: Oh, really. But what kind of activities do you remember them being involved in?
J.L.S.: You mean before the union?
P.G.: Well before the union was established.
J.L.S.: They worked on the furnace. [unintelligible 39:43-39:48] they all worked on the furnace. There worked here for twelve years.
P.G.: Uh huh. But what, what kind of things would they do to try to get the union in the mill? You remember that specifically?
J.L.S.: Not exactly, but they, I know a man would come in and talk to them.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: And call the labor union.
P.G.: Uh huh. But do you do remember that this Taylor family was people who were very active in that union?
J.L.S.: Oh yeah, absolutely. I know two of them were presidents in steel.
P.G.: I see. 
J.L.S.: And the brothers.
P.G.: When he, do you remember when they were organizing the union in Lockhart Iron and Steel? Did they, maybe the Taylor family or some other people who were there, did they make any appeal to working people there to forget about their differences between nationalities and differences between black and white? Do you remember anybody ever saying that specifically to you?
J.L.S.: I remember the predecessors in the union saying that.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: I guess they were saying that.
P.G.: Did they ever make any reference to the system by which certain foremen favored certain nationalities? 
J.L.S.: They did.
P.G.: And they were, they made clear, they would be against that?
J.L.S.: They broke it down.
P.G.: Do you remember any particular meetings that were held at the union, where it was formed and the formed and the, the people would explain what they were trying to do and get the men to sign up?
J.L.S.: Well, yes. They would sign you up, get together. 
P.G.: Yes.
J.L.S.: [unintelligible 42:02-42:10] It was a long time ago, they got impatient.
P.G.: Even after the union came in?
J.L.S.: Yeah, thought they were getting it in, oh I guess, but they had eight hours though
P.G.: Oh really. Do you remember? You said you remember the first day that you eight hours, instead of the, was that after the union had come in the mill?
J.L.S.: The union didn’t break that barrier. That was after President Roosevelt, he had broke in.
P.G.: I see. Yeah, I got what I was trying. Yeah. Was the year the union, the union got analog cards. Do you remember that? 
J.L.S.: No, I do not. I do not. I remember seeing foremen. I remember a strike came, and I got out. [unintelligible 43:42-52] to the mill came out. 
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: That was 1940.
P.G.: That was in 1940.
J.L.S.: Before then, I can’t recall.
P.G.: When you were first working in Lockhart, did that, did you ever hear any talks about strikes, that that happened before you would come in there?
J.L.S.: Never had any.
P.G.: Never had any?
J.L.S.: The strikes wouldn’t go ahead. 
P.G.: Oh really.
J.L.S.: They just wouldn’t strike.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: They didn’t want to strike.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: They went back on their own. [unintelligible 44:45-44:52] they would come out. [unintelligible 45:00-45:05]
P.G.: Did you ever hear anything about 1919, the strike in 1919?
J.L.S.: About 1919? I wasn’t around then. People crossed the line.
P.G.: Right
J.L.S.: I wasn’t there. That was 1918, I was in Georgia, that was in the First World War, in the states in 1918. That was well before then.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: I would drive, I would drive in [unintelligible 45:50-45:53]. You could get to the racial disconnect, but otherwise you could get no money, and now those who.
P.G.: Mhm.
J.L.S.: Can’t go out them yes, they got, I was eighteen but I saw that back. I worked on the rail until I was twenty-one so I didn’t see the steel strike.
P.G.: Mm.
END OF TAPE ONE
START OF TAPE TWO
P.G.: I ask you now to tell me about the, the different jobs that you had at Lockhart Iron and Steel. I assume that you didn't make faggots the entire, all the years that you worked there.
J.L.S.: No, then I was a coal man supplying coal to the furnaces. 
P.G.: Mhm.
J.L.S.: And then I was a supply man in the, in the, what you call the department, the puddling department.
P.G.: In the puddling department?
J.L.S.: Mhm.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: I rolled metal.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: To supply to furnaces. 
P.G.: Mhm.
J.L.S.: And after all six-hundred pounds load.
P.G.: My god.
J.L.S.: After they finish puddling for the, to make five heats, then the furnace was turned over to me. I did everything necessarily to be done to the furnace. First, I would roll ashes, dump those, get rid of them, fire the furnace until the next group come on.
P.G.: I see. I see. Did you have any other jobs in the mill besides those?
J.L.S.: I was sender man, I’d use flags. 
P.G.: Mhm. Right. Any others like that?
J.L.S.: Well, aside from that, I was appointed to an outside foreman.
P.G.: To an outside foreman?
J.L.S.: Mhm, the switches. I was in the tracks, ahead about 10 switches.
P.G.: I see. Did you ever get to be a heater or a rougher? 
J.L.S.: No, I never wanted it
P.G.: You never wanted it?
J.L.S.: No.
P.G.: How come?
J.L.S.: Well, there’s too much heat in it.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: And it was really rough work.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: I’ve seen men just fall up this thing.
P.G.: My God.
J.L.S.: I remember one of them fellas fell in. 
P.G.: Really?
J.L.S.: Right in front of me, just in charge, the older brother. It’s hard. It was hard working on it.
P.G.: Yeah. Wasn't, weren't those the best paid jobs?
J.L.S.: Yeah, I didn’t care about the best paying jobs.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: I made a living anyways.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: I made more. I accumulated more, making four dollars a day than they accumulated making twenty dollars. Because at that time, that the cost of living was cheap.
P.G.: That’s right. Did you ever seek out a certain job for any of the advantage? 
J.L.S.: I didn’t sought out any of that. I was just put on different jobs.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: They saw their favors, saw the qualification, and they decided what you’d do.
P.G.: Uh huh. Would you have liked to work in any particular job in the mill because of any advantages, of better conditions, or being one of the cooler jobs, or in the mill or anything like that?
J.L.S.: I preferred working on the mill, especially in summer season. Because it was less [unintelligible 4:07-4:08] between, I like that, and it was hot.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: [unintelligible 4:15-4:19] We would have an hour of deliberation.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: I like that. And it was good for me too.
P.G.: Yeah. Did you belong to any kind of fraternal organizations in the Pittsburgh area?
J.L.S.: Not for a while when I was coming to the Pittsburgh area, I belonged to the Knights of Pythia, it’s in Georgia and I, after coming here, then I joined the Masonic.
P.G.: The Masonic Lodge?
J.L.S.: I still remember.
P.G.: I see, did somebody have to ask you to join, invite you there?
J.L.S.: Well, asked quickly, yeah they had, usually that’s where it’s done.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: Somebody come to you and ask if you’d like to be, and you say yes and no.
P.G.: I see. Was, did the person who come to ask, was he a person working in the mill or did you have -
J.L.S.: Yeah, he was working in the mill. I remember. Those men had been for years, for years they’d have five dollars constituting the lodge. When I joined it did.
P.G.: Mhm. Uh huh.
J.L.S.: Now it costs one more. I’m not, all this, in the lodges.
P.G.: I see. 
J.L.S.: When it was constituting the lodge. 
P.G.: Uh huh. Were, did a lot of the men who worked in the mill belong to a lodge?
J.L.S.: Most of them, yeah.
P.G.: Most of them did. 
J.L.S.: I was master ten years.
P.G.: Mhm.
J.L.S.: It worked for me, but I didn’t really want to be a master.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: [unintelligible 6:14-6:15] master, that's what they might call the director. 
P.G.: Mhm.
J.L.S.: I was pastor for church.
P.G.: Oh, I see. I see. Is that the head of the local group?
J.L.S.: I was head for ten years.
P.G.: Uh huh. What, what kind of things did the, did the lodge do in way of activities? Was it more or less of a social club, or did they involve themselves in?
J.L.S.: Well, they’re not allowed to be involved. 
P.G.: Oh, I see.
J.L.S.: We have a way that if one's in trouble at night, on the highway or something like that, no one’s knowing what to do, you can try to do something with the ones walking by even though you couldn’t say it.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: No one knows that, but.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: [unintelligible 7:18-7:20]
P.G.: Uh huh. Let me ask you this. I don't know if you'll, you know, be able to tell me this or not, but when the union came into the mill, was there any kind of conflicts between membership in the lodge and membership in the, in the union? I mean, did anybody feel like their loyalty to one organization was, you know, challenged by loyalty to union numbers?
J.L.S.: Well then, they made it challenging to sign up, signing up was the challenge. It’s unfortunate, the union men would stand up and sign people in.
P.G.: I see. 
J.L.S.: [unintelligible 8:03-8:05]
P.G.: Yeah. Were the, was the lodge in general, and again, you might not be able to tell me this. Well, let me ask you, were there discussions about union, about the union, about the benefits or drawbacks of belonging to the union in the lodge, in lodge meetings?
J.L.S.: Oftentimes it was, there was, I’d say it was mostly benefits, rights. They weren’t attacked by the lodge. 
P.G.: Would you say in general, that the that the members of the lodge were in favor of the of the Union?
J.L.S.: Well, the Union was helping the operations for the Masonic lodge.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: Now they didn’t. I’d say they were definitely not together. 
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: The lodge would given special favors to them.
P.G.: Right.
J.L.S.: But they’re not the same.
P.G.: Uh huh. But if all the members of the lodge were did in all in time become members of the Union, as you, I think you said earlier, wouldn't there had then have been, wouldn't, couldn't you have said then that the that the chapter that you belong to and Masonic Lodge would have been in favor?
J.L.S.: Well they wasn’t even part of the union, just on the side. That’s not what, definitely.
P.G.: Uh uh.
J.L.S.: Now, they had contact between people, one half union and one half masonic. 
P.G.: Mhm.
J.L.S.:  It was a Masonic union, that was a sidelined organization, there was, well there was no rights.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: That was hard.
P.G.: Right.
J.L.S.: Some in the Masonic lodge were suspended, if one were suspended in the Masonic lodge, no one, he doesn’t know who did it. You wouldn’t’ know more than that. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: You didn’t know if or you did it. There’s casting lots, don’t know which one cast it. 
P.G.: Yeah, right. So, there was, there was no contact between the two organizations?
J.L.S.: No, no, no. 
P.G.: But you say that - 
J.L.S.: There were members of the union, but they weren’t allowed to talk at the Masonic lodge.
P.G.: Yeah, that’s right. Did you say that there were these talks at lodge meetings, sometimes about the benefits of belonging to a union in general?
J.L.S.: Well, no, not entirely. No, they ended up talking about a lot of other activities. 
P.G.: What about, what about politics? Did they ever enter into there? I mean, these were the years when, when Roosevelt was real popular, anything like that?
J.L.S.: I remember the lodge suggesting us who to vote for.
P.G.: This is the lodge?
J.L.S.: Yeah. They would do that. They thought you had gone mad, they would suggest, and do that, but you did on your own, it was just a suggestion.
P.G.: Was there a great sentiment among the black people that you knew at that time in favor of Roosevelt or?
J.L.S.: Oh, yeah. Many of them were in favor. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: Most of them, was at that time, more of them came in. Most of them were Democrat. People were talking about living in creeks, in the, what do you call them, back going around down there.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: You had those shacks filled out.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: In Roosevelt’s time, didn’t have food to eat. Everybody seemed to be in favor was in favor, but Johnny I heard was, had a preacher he said that if Roosevelt get in, he would tell the Lord, “I'm coming home.” He observed it to be just that bad were he to get in.
P.G.: Mhm yeah.
J.L.S.: Later and you’d see carpet bags or something, bagging sites, those. He made it look very blurry.
P.G.: Mhm.
J.L.S.: Tried to.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: But didn’t, had no effect. 
P.G.: I see. 
J.L.S.: When he got in, everything was changed. 
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: I know before he got in, I was making ten dollars a day, back at Iron and Steel Mill, I was only getting four dollars.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: And whites were making eighteen dollars. Making five twenty.
P.G.: Mhm.
J.L.S.: And they even hired one.
P.G.: Hm.
J.L.S.: He got in. He didn't want to stop at the first aid they offered.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: That was nice. And can’t believe, another one, that he had died. One of my nieces, died in the bed, was so sick, stunned by that. He was like that.
P.G.: Do you remember if there was a, that this attitude among Black people and that they liked Roosevelt, was this a change from their earlier political allegiances?
J.L.S.: Yeah, that was most of us. Staunch Republicans, they all, some of them Republicans.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: Before then. Since that time, this has changed, quite a difference. 
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: Well, I'm still a Republican, but I like him.
P.G.: Mhm.
J.L.S.: For him to turn me, I guess Democrat, it’s still at the end of the day, there are laws in the Democratic country.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: And you gotta follow them, in the South they’re there, South always been determined, solidly Democratic. When I was there, before I went to Cincinnati, there was no limitation to the day, sun to sun.
P.G.: Mhm.
J.L.S.: I recall many times that all white people were gone some place, and pardon my father “Why did they go”? He said, “Well, they're were going to vote.” Politics was not allowed. Course, that is what I recall, I see I was a cook, and the man accused of making an attack on the white guy, which he didn't.
P.G.: Mhm.
J.L.S.: But they had a court case out in Mocha Georgia, at that time, I was young. I saw the  sentencing to be finalized through that time. And took him to the Courthouse, walking through the streets, in Mocha Georgia, out into an open field. Our railroad went through there.
P.G.: Mmm.
J.L.S.: And they put him to a stake.
P.G.: Hm.
J.L.S.: Gone to the heavens.
P.G.: Mhm.
J.L.S.: Sad to see this, was kind of talented, stayed a long time. And they was [unintelligible 18:09-18:14]
P.G.: And you've always thought of this in terms of.
J.L.S.: Oh, yeah. Only thing they did down there, I didn't even know how to poll or go voting there. 
P.G.: Yeah. 
J.L.S.: [unintelligible 18:32-18:35] 
P.G.: Did you used to vote up here? 
J.L.S.: I always voted up here.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: I thought Paul was something like a tree, go down and look up. And I remember the first time I had the knowledge I went to the polling. That come out of nowhere [unintelligible 19:03-19:06].
P.G.: Yeah, so it must have gone against the natural inclinations of black people to vote for Democrats if they were from the South.
J.L.S.: Yeah, that’s many of them, they did.
P.G.: Yeah. Right.
J.L.S.: Most of them won’t vote Democrat because of that, especially those that grew up down there, now there was a few in the past few years that had a different outlook. 
P.G.: Yeah. But as long as Roosevelt was president, you union people were-
J.L.S.: I was satisfied then, I liked him. He was good, now other than him, nothing too much, any other man you have in.
P.G.: Mhm, that’s right.
J.L.S.: Injustice to all is a special place.
P.G.: Right.
J.L.S.: The South is so corrupt They’re all the supporting the Democrats. [unintelligible 22:17-22:23] 
P.G.: Sure, sure.
J.L.S.: You lets them come in peace, they should take back all that stuff.
P.G.: Could you tell me about this, the minister’s union, about another organization that you belonged to?
J.L.S.: All that was about catholicizing and preaching, partly publicized, whatever you might call it, and I joined with a group of men who were unionized as ministers and we preached from, went from one church to another, and given limited time to speak, such as ten minutes, fifteen. That's the way I got publicized.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: Then I was called to church.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: First ones over here in the West End. I served there ten years. And even now, I went to second Baptist [unintelligible 21:34-21:35], served there three and a half years, leaving there decided to not pastor another Baptist church. I know what they gave me in those two churches. My intention, not to come, not to pastor another Baptist Church because attention must go to the Methodists. But about a year's time, I got caught because the Baptist Church.
P.G.: Mhm.
J.L.S.: That's the church I’m at now.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: I had my thirtieth anniversary in September this year.
P.G.: Was this ministers union already organized when you, when you began working with it?
J.L.S.: Yeah.
P.G.: Did they have regular meetings or was it an established kind of organization?
J.L.S.: Yeah, they had regular meetings in session, something like that. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: The one I joined was Message Conscience. That’s the one I’m at right now, that’s in Pittsburgh.
P.G.: Yeah. Was the, was the mini- was the ministers union, an organization in which other churches could call the organization.
J.L.S.: Yeah.
P.G.: Or something and see if they had members who would be willing to preach?
J.L.S.: Yeah.
P.G.: Uh huh. On what kind of, what sort of circumstances would permit you to come into another church if their, if their pastor was sick, or something like that? Is that the kind of thing you would do?
J.L.S.: If a church was without a pastor, sometimes I would maybe have places to go to.
P.G.: How were you able to do this much activity if you were also working ten hours, thirteen hours in a mill?
J.L.S.: Well, that’s something you had on Sundays.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: ‘Cause I never worked Sunday. 
P.G.: Yeah. You never had to work on Sunday a lot?
J.L.S.: I was called, but I was refused.
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: People said I couldn't do it, but I did it, and many times the way you approach folks and how you do you like plays a part. The first church I was called to, as a pastor, I was liking spring books. Brought some spring books, number two.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: And they were seven days big.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: Didn't allow you to build. I know they laid a white man off because I mean in a hundred days, they fired a month because he laid off. But I was, when I got this, got the call. I had a straw boss to report to, and he went to the superintendents about it, and both of them came down to the furnace where I worked. I worked on a draw fire. I pulled the car there fifteen minutes. 
P.G.: Mhm.
J.L.S.: They came down, and called me, questioned them about it. I told him, yeah, I left the mill. they said to me, “okay, James”, my name is James. [unintelligible 25:55-26:00]
P.G.: Yeah. Hm, would other black men have been treated that way?
J.L.S.: I don’t know. 
P.G.: You don’t know.
J.L.S.: First, I was stopped and then I was working for the PC&Y and they were, they called me out too soon, I quot. I got a job at Lockhart Iron and Steel. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: They worked six days then.  Suddenly they would repair the mill.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: The boss came to me and asked me about Sunday on Sundays, help the entire mill. I said no. He came twice, the last time he asked me to work, that was all the time.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: But I always didn't work. 
P.G.: Yeah. Right.
J.L.S.: Afterward, I didn't rush. 
P.G.: I see.
J.L.S.: I never had to. I reared up eleven children.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: There's home here. And there’s pages why [unintelligible 27:28-27:30].
P.G.: Uh huh. Okay, let me just ask you some different kinds of questions. Do you remember having any particular goals or things that you really wanted to achieve in life when you when you were a young man?
J.L.S.: Not in particular.
P.G.: Nothing in particular?
J.L.S.: On the ministry, yes. I wanted to be a thing in that. 
P.G.: Yeah, I see.
J.L.S.: That would been nice because after leaving South, all I had was fourth grade education. I came here with my parents and went to night school.
P.G.: Mhm.
J.L.S.: I went from school to school.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: After that, I went into the biblical schools [unintelligible 28:28-28:32].
P.G.: I see, you had always wanted to be a minister or pastor.
J.L.S.: Yeah. My father was a minister.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: I wanted to be like him.
P.G.: Do you feel like you have been successful in your both, in your work?
J.L.S.: I have. I feel it.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: Down at work, in schools at some semesters.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: I'm called upon to lecture and address, because I studied.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: Thouh just got through looking at my Bible.
P.G.: What about, what about the job in the mill itself, you think that you advance as far as you, you could?
J.L.S.: Well, as far as I could in the mill.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: I went in there doing what I could. I worked on the rail, excavating, track work, because I was good on track work before I left the shop because I like that.
P.G.: Yeah, uh huh. What do you think that that all those years in the mill, all that hard work was able to get for you? I mean, how do you see your, your success in life, in terms of that job?
J.L.S.: This home.
P.G.: The house you have now.
J.L.S.: Basement, walls.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: Those steps up there, all of that back there. 
P.G.: Right.
J.L.S.: All of this is paid for everything and didn’t do anything that I think brings about a black mark showing the dishonesty. I never played a number and never done nothing but preached and worked.
P.G.: Mhm.
J.L.S.: Got a good wife, got on good.
P.G.: Uh huh.
J.L.S.: Had eleven children, all guys, being healthy. 
P.G.: Right.
J.L.S. : Qualified to take care of themselves. That's quite an achievement. 
P.G.: That is, that is, nobody could say different.
J.L.S.: Yeah, One’s a southern doctor.
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: In California, one’s a scientist. 
P.G.: Right.
J.L.S.: Learnt and a scientist, one’s at J&L, works at the office. One’s a Lockhart boss. 
P.G.: Yeah.
J.L.S.: I have three nurses daughters and two secretaries, so I think I made quite the achievement.
P.G.: Right. Do you think the, the job you had was, was worth the amount of time you had to put in on it?
J.L.S.: Oh yeah.
P.G.: You do. Well, that's about all the questions I had. So, thank you.
J.L.S.: Oh yeah.
