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Summary: Peter Gottlieb interviews African-American steelworker Harrison Gant in late summer of 1974. As a child, Gant lived on a farm with his family in Georgia, sharecropping. Gant would move to Pittsburgh as a sixteen-year-old in 1916, only returning to Georgia in 1922 to get married. Gant secured his position as a J&L Mill steelworker by going to an employment office and emphasizing his willingness to do whatever job the mill needed done. Gant would mostly work in the boiler room, though he also had some experience with construction projects early on. His hardworking demeanor was noted to often impress his superiors. Gant noted that his job was notably dangerous, with sights of deaths and injuries not uncommon in his earlier years prior to the union’s arrival in the mill and the promulgation of more strict safety regulations. Gant was a registered Democrat and union member and noted his particular admiration for Franklin D. Roosevelt and his pro-labor policies. Gottlieb also discussed Gant’s unique spiritual beliefs, with Gant believing himself to have had direct experiences with the divine at a young age.
START OF TAPE ONE
Peter Gottlieb: 747, Shawnee Street, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Date, August 23, 1974. Person being interviewed, Harrison Gant, H. A. R. R. I. S. O. N. – G. A.N. T. Place of birth, Georgia. Ethnic origin, black. Occupation, steel worker. Politics, Democrat. Could you tell me where your parents were born?
Harrison Gant: In Americus Georgia.
P.G.: Uh huh. Did they ever come up here to the Pittsburgh area?
H.G.: My daddy's railroaded all through here before my time. 
P.G.: Uh huh, uh huh.
H.G.: He helped put the first railroad through this state.
P.G.: No kidding.
H.G.: Coming into Pittsburgh.
P.G.: Wow.
H.G.: From Cincinnati.
P.G.: So, he, so he traveled around quite a bit.
H.G.: Oh yeah, he's all about the whole country.
P.G.: Uh huh. Did your, but they but your parents never moved up here to live, to settle down?
H.G.: No, no.
P.G.: Uh huh. What kind of job did your father have on the railroad?
H.G.: He was a lineman, whatever that is.
P.G.: You don't know exactly what he did?
H.G.: That's what he’s called, a lineman.
P.G.: Did he work there all his life?
H.G.: No, he was young man then, he worked there, I don't know how many years, whenever he got married, but he's about twenty-three I think he said.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Daddy started farming.
P.G.: Uh huh. What kind of farm did he have?
H.G.: Cotton, corn, vegetables, all that, some of everything.
P.G.: Uh huh. Is that where you grew up there on that farm?
H.G.: Yes.
P.G.: Uh huh. Do you remember about how many acres you had down there?
H.G.: No, I don't, that’s been a long time ago.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: And when I was a kid myself, a funny thing happened.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Back in 1914, cotton, you see, was the biggest market stuff those days, one whole [unintelligible 2:47-2:48] for cotton. And I had in mind being a bigger farming dad.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G. [unintelligible 2:54-2:56] but different. Had cotton laid over from last year, you know?
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: And that whole crop, shoot, I got tired of it, and I said to him, I said, “Dad, I think I'm going around the country see what the people in the other part of the country say.” 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: And you know what he tell me? “You can't see it no younger.” he said.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: I went on down to Tennessee, booked it around. I didn't see much differences from where I came from.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Cincinnati, Louisville, Kentucky, wind up in Pittsburgh. And it's the funniest thing. This was the ugliest, deadest town ever seen in my life. 
P.G.: It was the ugliest?
H.G.: Yeah! Man, you couldn't see no sun around there. I'm telling you the truth. The first year I was here, I bet you, I didn't see the sun half a dozen times the whole summer. Smoked dick.
P.G.: What year was that that you came up here?
H.G.: 1916, and I was sixteen years old.
P.G.: Sixteen.
H.G.: Imagine. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: And I got stuck around here. The funny thing, you know, I always had observation about things like that.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: A lot of people, still a lot of folks don’t believe it anyhow, but I knew, when I was, no, I guess I was about, I was three years old that same year, in August. This was later on.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: First of fall, I guess, I would lay over in my little bed, and a voice spoke to me. I thought it was Dad, it spoke like him. Then I realized he asleep. I shook him. I said, “Dad, you called me?” He said “No, you woke me up.” I said, “I'm sorry, but I heard you call.” He walked me, I went back, before I got straightened out, that same voice called again. I went back to my dad. Yeah, well says “things telling me you lying.”
P.G.: Uh huh, uh.
H.G.: I said, “I heard that voice again!” He said, “Son, God speaking to you, just like that.” And it's called again. He’s gonna tell you speak on you here, just like that. I was a big baby, that's all, went back, called me again, and I said, “Lord, I'm here. Speak up.” You know what he said, that voice? He said, “You gonna live a long life, you have many things to accomplish. It ain't gonna be easy. You got to set an example for others. That'll be your mission.”
P.G.: Mhm. 
H.G.: “Then you'll understand better as you grow older.”
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: So, when I was sixteen, farmer’s [unintelligible 6:12-6:13], in Pittsburgh, I don't know. I can't even figure out yet, why I like this place! Man this was [unintelligible 6:21-6:23], There’s nothing but dead streets. Most of all the streets, the only streets that was kind of paved good was downtown and had them old cobb stones, you know.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: The worse it is. 
P.G.: Mhm. 
H.G.: Well anyway, I stayed around. I did that for about five or six years. Last time I went to Georgia, I went down to get married, back in twenty-two.  I was working down all of them.
P.G.: Uh huh. 
H.G.: [unintelligible 7:00-7:01] down Tenth Street.
P.G.: On the South Side? 
H.G.: Yeah.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: So, I got married on Monday night, eight o'clock, left Tuesday night, coming back to Pittsburgh.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Now I haven’t been back to Georgia since. 
P.G.: I gotcha. 
H.G.: Funny thing, not a girl I married. She had another girl she loves to death. I didn't know which one would push it. I liked pretty girls those days. But anyway, I said, well, I came back with one. No need to worry about the others. Certainly got married. Come on, when I came back to Pittsburgh, down all of it, I run a machine down there, a lot of water and grease.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Just before I went back home to get married. Just got to work with trying to temper my appetite. I didn't understand it down there, hadn’t seen like that before.
P.G.: Uh huh.
P.G.: And anyway, I started back to work on Saturday morning, I think it was. I got up to the next [unintelligible 8:22-8:23] there. Shouldn't just smoke there, go to J&L.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: I just turned but I don't know the South Side. I got over there, to the men in the line that are my, from Twenty-fifth Street to Twenty-seventh Street, just staring at me, and I just kept walking. Got up to the employer, it was your turn to go in. You hear them guys hollering over here, “Stop it, stop it!” And there’d be a nice cop on the end, saying “Got to go to [unintelligible 8:57-8:58]. Hell, I don't get in line for pay day.” Just like looked at me. Oh, he said, “That's the rule.” I said, “Well, I ain't, got, I wouldn't get in line. No harm. I don't have time. If I don't get a job here, I'm going on to work anyhow.”
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: I said, “I wouldn't you. I never - I never get in line for payday! I'm not gonna be that first or second man.” 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: I just believe in going on about my business. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Never late, no time.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: So, employment man, looking over his place, he told us, “Bring that fellow over here.” He said, “This guy come to work, these the kind of men we want, kind of kids.” You say, “these are what?” He said “You look pretty young! Do you know how to work?” I said “I can do anything you can do.” and that was that. That was my strategy. You asked me, should I do something, I asked you, “can you do it?” 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: So, you say, “Yeah, I can do it too.”
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: I just still believe I can do anything you another man can do if I want to.
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: So, this guy talk, he said, “I'm gonna sign this kid up. He’s gonna be a man around J&L.”
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G. There's a cop, sir, hmm, breaking the rules, he said “rules was made to break.”
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Anyways, signed up, took me to the back door, told him to follow this contract all the way around the Range J, I said “What is Range J?”
P.G.: Range J?
H.G.: Range J. I said, “I never been in this place before.”
P.G.: What did you think of a steel mill, first time you were inside of it?
H.G.: Oh, you know, I had just like this. When you haven't seen a thing, you heard about it, read about it, you gets ideas of what it's like.
P.G.: Uh huh. So, somebody told you about what it's like inside of mill before you went in there?
H.G.: Oh yeah, so guys, lot of guys went down while I worked there. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Used to, and then there’s one apartment guy. He was raised in the office. He said [unintelligible 11:15-11:18] water boy. Anyway, he said this track take you on laundry machine shop. Big door, open the little door. Go on in. Follow the same conveyer, all around to the polishing mill, hammer shop. Go through the fountain. Big building is Range J. There were two little cards, slips, a blue one and a yellow one. He said, “You going in there, going up to the other end, little office up there. You go in there. Hand them these slips; tell him I sent you.” That's all she wrote. Well, I’d never forget it. There were guys sitting down, giving it any to try to be a very nice little fellow. Two or three of them now walked in, had a [unintelligible 12:14-12:15]. He said, “How did you get in?” I said, “Same like you did.” He says “Really? Well, I went the same way as you, I came in through J&L, I didn’t break in!”
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: You know, I was always quick to speak my mind.
P.G.: Yeah, uh huh.
H.G.: Whatever I thought what was right, I was gonna say it. 
P.G.: Yeah. 
H.G.: He said, “You don't understand.” He said, “I'm trying to get it.” Said “See, long now we don't hire men only as we need them. We put in so many men down to employers office, hire three or four men or whatever, said we ain’t got no, no men this morning for men, we didn’t need no more men”, I come out. Then this morning for men, no, no, I come out. You know what he was thinking afterwards, I know do it then, I found out later, they figured I was some kind of detective or spy or something.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: And when I was coming up to this place, I met a guy named Frank Hall. He's one of them foremen around Range J. He said, “Where are you going?” I said, “I'm going to work.” He said, “I didn't know the Father had more men to send, nobody.” I said, “Well, I'm going.” It's got him too. “Yeah, go ahead, I see, have fun.” He went on, down plugging on, as this guy brought me to him. Said, “you that fellow gonna work, he come in, he gonna work. You better put him to work.”
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: That's my man. That was the employment man. Told his father. Went on up, Jimmy then he said, “Well, he got his stuff here, we gotta put him to work!” So, this other guy on the other side, he took me on to the punch card, gave me another one. He said, “You take this card, cardboard card. He said, “You use this if you cut the days you have your regular badge number.” “Okay.” Went on back over to this place, and the guy called, somebody, whoever does that, was back there talking all about me. They were puzzled by how I get in. [unintelligible 15:02-15:03] I Come in. Unless they tell this man instead about so many men. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: So, they were all, “what is he here for?” Everybody stepped like they'll let that guy get his eyes on nothing wrong. And at that time, war was beginning to bloom in Europe. 
P.G.: Mhm. 
H.G.: World War One, you remember. So, I guess they call themselves gone, force me out by putting pressure on me with things they figure I couldn't do. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: He said, “I want you to take five men, go down to number eight and little scrap, scrap car, scrap cars. I took the cars down there, loaded them and got scrap iron. I said, “Where is number eleven?” [uintelligible 15:55-16:00] He said, “Just take your men. Go ahead. They know.”
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: They’re all down there.
P.G.: What department of the mill were you working in at that time? 
H.G.: At that time, called powerhouse.
P.G.: Powerhouse?
H.G.: Yeah, power department.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: We furnish all power for the whole mill.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Without us, couldn't nobody do nothing. So, I went up there, load this scrap iron. I told these fellas “Y'all go ahead and eat your lunch.” And I’m on my knees, going back before, after lunch. I figured that, till about two o'clock, we went on back down to his quarters, and there was a locker room and an office, and another thing, he was calling up there, asking these guys working down there “what was going on?” They already told him, “We finished”.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: They didn't believe it. And I really, he said,” you finished!” I said “yeah.” He said, “Son of a gun, a bunch of hunkies were given about two days, didn't load one car.” Said about that “You guys ain't much good to work for.” [unintelligible 17:30-17:33] there’s nothing wrong with them, they’re fine men, you just got to know how to handle ‘em, see?
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: So, he says, “It's a load of solders down there, to able to work that much in that day’s work” First day on the job.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: I said “Sure. You said, load the car. We load it. You guys admit.” it's all a day's work.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Finished it in a matter of hours. He didn’t doubt it. He talked to someone, trying to get that guy to put them men on that truck. He said, “No, I got an idea. We got a brand-new situation around here now.” Said “that kid know what he doin’.”
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: So next morning, they give me a sketch in some paper they had. They wrote the foundation there, for a river pump. Put in a lime system down there. 
P.G.: Uh huh. 
H.G.: Put lime in the water, purify our own water that way. He said, “Want this thing to go down about two feet, flat bottom. It won't just tank the fish lurking down inside. Can you build that far?” I said “Yeah.” Farm cut out down there. Went on down there that morning, looked at this thing, put the farm up outside. My father, you know, was a kind of a carpenter. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: I learned plenty things.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: To build this farm around. I told his boy, “You want to make up concrete now and fill it in.”
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: We had a big boat, same boat for fishing down Tenth Street got done both of these like fish, down before you plant them, caught into this sketch here. See, men are men, and when this tank door of ours is supposed to sit right over these boats, bolted down and it’s a hard job, I knew nothing, but I didn't let others know, I just do what they asked me to do. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: I didn't make no question about what I know and so we do this. So, we poured this concrete, give it time to set up, next morning, we went back to check. We had a traveling train those days, some other track, go different places on to load stuff for you.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Heavy stuff.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: They checked with them guys down there. “How we doing?” I know what they were doing. All these trains come down and set this tank over these boats, there’s three boats. We got set that thing down, got around it. Got it, fit perfect. Beating that beat.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Put two of them on each button. Screw it down real tight. Got it plenty. Someone told me I was supposed to come over here. I went down. Check what is coming from, connect them on the top.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Check the door to open up the line to go in at a big place for the line, slide it all down to the floor, on into the water, got it all fits. I did more than this thing called for.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Went on up after dinner, he say “So you finished? Then you better go down and check.”
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.:  And he went down, come back saying “I’ll be damned.” Now, at that time, everything they wanted done like that always called for the bricklayer department.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Tall buildings, building things, cement, depth-charging. Did my homework there. Well, went on around like that for about a week, and they said, “This guy, give him the leader of the men. He's the top man, he just gets the work done. You don't have to do nothing.” And then in this ball house, right in front of this office, you’re major. Now every morning, every of our man leading. We had the center from this gang.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Each audio on the fireman, something later. You responsible for getting these men where they need them. I said, “Joe, I ain’t got no firemen out here this morning. Nobody here got fire.” He said, “How about you filling in? I know you can do any damn thing” he said. But anyway, I had three men left. He said “Just come in and watch them a little bit. Pretend so you have just an idea.” He said, “Put this fellow to work. They all know the place there, they’ll do all right.” Sir, [unintelligible 23:35-23:38] I say, “I'm gonna watch some boilers up here today. Keep them going till the man come out at three o'clock.” So now I forgot judgments, calling up for most things, down to the mill, fourteen mill, thirteen on the rise, could use steam too. He said, “How about pushing them up?” He said, “You’re not Tom, but please help me.” Tom, I him, put the whole gang in there, the three of them. I know how to find, I never seen them climbing, more than I know about firemen.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: And then you got to know a fire. You got to have a light fire, it was right there. Heavy fire no good for nothing. And I learned all that because my dad was a blacksmith too. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: I've owned two of those. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: So, as Dean kept pulling, I said, “Think I go ahead and get these things hot.” I did. I got them hot, and after that, turn to tell them to turn the heat off. He said “I'm not waiting for me in there, have every job out there. So, you make more money in one day here, than can make three days back there.”
P.G.: Was the difference between the boiler room -
H.G.: Yeah, and the labor gang.
P.G.: You were in the labor gang then.
H.G.: Yeah, these laborers I'm taking around doing these works out there. 
P.G.: Yeah, yeah.
H.G.: He said, “You see now you can make money.” I said, “What is it paid on?” Said, “Well, we'll pay you to boil water. The more water you boil, the more money you make. The less time you’re boiling with more steam, the more bonuses you make.” He said, you gonna get at least fifty dollars a day on boilers.” I was like “yeah, I’m paid for four-eighty, that’s what I got!”
P.G.: It was four-eighty a day?
H.G.: Yeah. So, I said, “Sure, I’ll be back tomorrow.” That's the guy saying, I put the plane up here drinking speed. He got to live on two or three days. I'm not trying to break him up. And he said, “Now regular day, this, regular Saturday, here, you make around five an hour.”
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: It didn't decide that's what I was looking for, more money regardless.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: So, I went out that evening with these guys. I think I'm a little faster than Joe Major. Oh no, no, no. They wouldn't try that. And that’s still what’s funny about me. You don't know just how I got in.
P.G: Mhm.
H.G.: And as the days went by, I understood it more than I worked on that.
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: That would keep them full.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: And I’d say generous. You know, I'm kind of funny guy. If I want something, I have to ask. If something happened, they give in. 
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: I said, “I'll go and try for a week, if I like it.” Told George Sinton. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Stayed on that about a week. I got a week’s on fine. They didn’t in pay the two weeks, had a week on this game business.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: You get your bonus for seven days at forty-five hours. [unintelligible 27:34-27:40]
P.G.: Did you stay there in the boiler room the rest of the time that you worked at J&L then? 
H.G.: Most of the time.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: You see by and by, I met coming up to do this with Frank. He got fired for some reason, and they just wanted me to take the gang all this month. And he's just this fresh step, moving up, I said “I’m alright.” At this time, firemen actually made more money than anybody holding the pipe. We made more money than the boss! Joe major, won't give us five dollars something a day.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Now we was getting four-eighty for regular wage, but there's bonus you can make.
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: That was the thing, see.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: So I was in and out. They just had me taking things out. Yeah, two or three days. Now go back.
P.G.: Now, let me ask you some other questions. Were most, were most of the men who worked in the boiler room black?
H.G.: No, when I've been in there, all, the whole boiler staff would call them hunkies. I didn't never like that name, but that's what they call em’.
P.G.: Uh huh. Were, let me see, in the boiler room, you have firemen and ashmen?
H.G.: Ashmen.
P.G.: What are some of the other positions?
H.G.: Fireboss. Water tenders. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Keep your water in the boilers. You know, watch them, take care of the pumps.
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: Ashman, where you get dumped ashes out. They take them out and send them on to elevated -
P.G.: Uh huh. Were most of the ashmen black when you began working there?
H.G.: No.
P.G.: They weren’t.
H.G.: Now here what happened. I felt kind of bad about that in a way. When I went in J&L, which was a few blacks in J, but most everybody, ashman, fireman, everybody, white guy. Well, about a month after I got in there, and one short of men, he gonna lay off too when he gets paid in two or three days, I put a black man in there, that guy pulls ashes now and everyone’s pulling all day. 
P.G.: Uh huh
H.G.: It won't all that. I just know how to do it. 
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: So, you got noticing that one short of fireman, fireman laid off, get a black man in there. I tell them how to do it. Go around and show them, if I don't know how to say, What will differ with me? It's no different than me and men. All men do them all the same.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: That was, well that when the boilers was up. Well, Joe said to me one day here with these hunkies, say, “I want all black guys, any fellas who look more seem to date on each other generations.” I said “you don’t talk like that. You a hunkie too, ain’t you. Whatever that, what you mean, [unintelligible 31:06-31:08].
P.G.: Mhm. So, after a period of time, most of the men who worked in the boiler room were black men?
H.G.: Oh yeah.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: A few months after that, everybody black men.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: And owning up, that's the thing. While I can tell this without reservation, we boosted J&L ninety percent of any way you take it over what it was when I started.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Because they, at that time, we had a hundred and some boilers, four, five boiler houses, practically all hunkies. Well by the by, there’s a lot of blacks. He was a good man, but he didn't understand that kind of work, you gotta have patience with men. Show him how to do, what to do, and then, man, I made some of the best steel fellas. He didn't, no matter how you dig in a furnace, just know how to operate that furnace. And it was a fireman at that. So that's all really, that fellow really got that button. 
P.G.: What were the working conditions like then? Were there a lot of accidents and -
H.G.: Oh yeah, it killed two or three men a day, break a leg, anything. Who most of the killed was on steelworks.
P.G.: Yeah, well, what about the boiler house? 
H.G.: The boiler house. The most guys had accidents around the boiler house to my memory, like, might tell you, whole day to morning, everybody just sleeping drowsy, and them guys would go up on them boiler and sleep back up, everyone on my time. I would let him sleep. I said, “You guys stay woke.” I said, “this machine used to let go anytime. If you want, you can do something back.” 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: “You can at least get out the way.” 
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: All this time, and by next day, how many hours they slept, and last one out of furnace blow up. I think it killed five men.
P.G.: Hm.
H.G.: I give the whole crew back the whole night time, Tell them next day, get men, but they wouldn’t go to sleep. It is dangerous to sit two hours on any kind of machinery.
P.G.: Uh huh, uh huh.
H.G.: Now that's the biggest accident in my department, because somebody getting hurt occasionally. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: But the killing part was mostly around steel work.
P.G.: Yeah. 
H.G.: And then at that time, men were loading, steel manpower, loading up long bars as what have you, [unintelligible 34:21-34:22]
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: You put the steel on the stick, load them on the car, truck, pull out of a big yard out here, and then straighten the steel with their hand. Pull this way son, pull it up. Pull it, straighten steel. Two would be dead every week chipping. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: There’s a sledgehammer and chippings.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: I would be pushing that thing, that is how you make steel, chipping, and sometimes it’s hot. [unintelligible 35:14-35:16] You see, when them business came out, they have splittings, and you have to cut them out. That was called chip. I said you can do this thing, when it was done. chip, this thing without, I mean, gas. We might come to that someday, but as of then, they didn't know how to do that.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: What bombard, you got a tank, a gas tank. Remember, long holes, you know, a sending tank.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: And you just had a long snout on that thing and you could chip, you could do more working it out and the man would come with chip all day.
P.G.: Uh huh. Mhm.
H.G.: And that was a big improvement. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: And then they got to where they set up, they work automatically straightening this steel, that took that off a man.
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: It was tough work, I'm telling. J&L has come a long, long way.
P.G.: Mhm. But you, you stayed around the boiler house for a year the time you spent there.
H.G.: Most time.
P.G: Uh huh.
H.G.: I did put it in the boiler house.
P.G.: Were you a fireman? Was that your position?
H.G.: Yeah, I fire.
P.G.: Did you move up to a higher position after a time?
H.G.: Well, around here, I actually get into the position I wanted. But you see, after a long period, I tell you what happened. Back in mid-forties I think, J&L overhauled all the south side. I was working down at the boiler house back then. When they were all at Southside, I never saw so dark a room, so much electric switches got big down in the power room. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Now all those boilers was cut from a hundred and seven down to five.
P.G.: Oh wow.
H.G.: Those five boilers may double and too many seem all of those hundreds made. I said to my buddy, when I say, “you know too much, it’s going down electric for me.” I’ll say what I think. This was in the fifties when I said that. I said, well, “I’m almost there, I just have a few more years and then I’m gone.” This thing is, was new to me and I understand. Well I didn’t like the very big boiler house man, it was full of elevators going up and everything was button pushing. You got to learn the light, the signal flash over him. You got to know what to do here on the boat.
P.G.: Mhm, mhm.
H.G.: I said, ‘course now this hadn't come about when I first started. I'd have had it some but I don’t intend to be here much longer. So, when we all got to moving up to this place, this boiler, and I'm known to be operator.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: And I’m allowed to operate these boilers too, there’s nothing I can’t do, but I didn't want to get stuck with this job.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Because I ain't gonna be here much longer.
P.G.: Yeah. Where did they put you then? 
H.G.: Oh, I went down to mail, you know, take the mail down, bring mail up, take your stop room, all different things like that, all up, whatever this boiler house needs, soap, parts, and all that kind of stuff. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Not just making time, but I have my leave. Leaving here, and then we have a big meeting down at the union hall, all men going to see Garter got their move up to top job. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: I'm sitting there with a French fella, this was late fifties, and I said Mike, Michael was one Irish man, good man, too. I say, “You take my spot because I won’t be here much longer, you will be here a long time, you just take my spot.” “So, it's up to you. You have seniority.” He want to give it over to me. I just stayed right where I was. I didn't move up at all because I know in a year or two, I'm going.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Nobody knew that but me.
P.G.: Uh huh. What year did you leave J&L? 
H.G.: Sixty-one.
P.G.: Uh huh. And you, you were pensioned off that year?
H.G.: That’s right.
P.G.: Yeah. So, you stayed in the mill from twenty-two to 1961?
H.G.: From sixty-two, from twenty-two to sixty-one.
P.G.: Right, thirty-nine years.
H.G.: That’s what I did.
P.G.: Where were you living when you first came into Pittsburgh in 1916?
H.G.: Sixteen, thirty three while I was in there.
P.G.: Uh huh, were you, did - Were you staying with somebody that you knew, with some relatives or friends?
H.G.: No, this fellow that I was staying with. I knew him. Knew his old father, but I hadn't known him.
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: Because he left home without quite a kid.
P.G.: He was from Georgia too.	
H.G.: Yeah. And he wasn’t down on being on station.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: I've got a room with him by a syn- that’s another thing, so many [unintelligible 41:55-41:56] things happened to me.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: I came up while it to be in those stations. I asked the guy “What is the popular places in town to stay?” Oh, he said, “Go to Wylie Avenue, you can get anything.” I said, “What is Wylie Avenue?” I thought about my hometown. We have a street there, Cotton Avenue.
P.G.: Cotton Avenue?
H.G.: Yeah, Business street.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: So, he took me on up here place at Wylie, at the Frank Southern Hotel at that time.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: He said, “Now, right in this area, you can get anything you want.”
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: So, my dad always told me that I would leave. He said, “Now, when you go into a big town, first thing you do get your room that you look like gonna be right here two or three days, get a job.” I said, “Why hurry?” He says, “Well, that keep you from mischief. Now if you loaf, start loafing around a big city. You wind up a bum on the corner, more like that.” Always they bug that. “Never hang around the Corner, gossiping about this and that. Get your job, place, pay, and when you finish work, go home. You can go out, look around, just don't make it your business hang around ever again.”
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Said, “I know Pittsburgh.” He said, “I know all of cities like that. Chicago ain't worth a dime.” But men didn't want to try to be men.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Big cities ruined you.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: You know that followed me the rest of my life.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: And I found it to be so true.
P.G.: Mhm, how did you find this person that, whose family you knew in Georgia?
H.G.: Well, we come up, as I said, on Cotton Avenue. Oh, yeah, I stopped there on the side, this street didn’t ring a bell.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: [unintelligible 44:16-44:20] I said, “Well, I'm thinking I'm going up further here visit some people first. I may be back later.” Walked, turned left, turn the hill right there. Now this man, knew all my family. Knew all of his family. And he had lost his wife some three years back.
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: And he sent to Georgia for his sister to come up, she’s from a farm, I didn't know all that. 
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: Turn out right here with folks from home, folks I knew all about.
P.G.: Wow.
H.G.: Frank Biffen [unintelligible 44:59-45:00].
P.G.: Mhm, and he hadn't told you to come to Pittsburgh.
H.G.: No, his mother visited some years before then, and she came back. But now, as I said, I know all the family, but frankly. I can't hardly remember him at home.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: I was quite a kid. 
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: When he left for long there, but it all came back after I met him, and he’s a fine fellow too.
P.G.: Mhm. How long did you stay there?
H.G.: Oh, I been around there for two or three years.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: And here’s another thing. At that time, I'm paying two dollars a day for a second-floor front room. Two dollars a night.
P.G.: A week?
H.G.: Yeah, 
P.G.: And he did, did he own this house? 
H.G.: No, he didn’t own it
P.G.: Oh, were you living with him in that room?
H.G.: In that house. And boy, I’m sure glad to see him. I knew all them. I said, “How about food” He said “I’m gonna cook for you!”
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H.G.: I'm funny about eating anyone’s cooking. [unintelligible 00:10-00:17] I don't know I was just like that all my life.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: I guess I got hung up on Mama's cooking. My sister couldn't, nobody cook for me but them.
P.G.: Uh huh. 
H.G.: Wherever I be, I get older, I'm going home.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: But anyway, she worked out just nice. Well, she had a boyfriend down the street that she’s at. Tom talking about getting married and it was time for me to go. So, I got a home up back up further behind there. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Those days, people used to promote people freeze around here and running, be killed in my department on the job. I mean, just feeling bad, walking the street, the vision you see the only thing in them, the little flat top gas stove.
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: Gas was low, trying to cook or light this stove. The air for it blowing up top. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: I've seen women go two blocks away to bake bread.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Or like that. Anyway, I told everywhere I lived after then, should I have an early cold stove, oh yeah, oh yes. Got something new called Pop Ben or something like that.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: It was in my room.
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: Had a kitchen table, covered stuff over here, cooked right here on the stove.
P.G.: Did you stay at that second place on Wylie Avenue until you got married?
H.G.: No, no, I didn't. I've moved several times and then, but I always kept my stove.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: This was 1916.
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: When I'm down Wylie that first place, come on up seventeen, up Wylie. Then I live on Aaron Street a while.
P.G.: Aaron?
H.G.: Aaron. An awful lot. 
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: But every place I live, I cook, done my own cooking. 
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: Changed my own coaster.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: And the landlady's the landlord, so I may let them come in and come have food. A lot of people zoom in here at that time.
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: After my room done. And you know, I can fix my own meals in a way. It’s no trouble at all.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: You got know how to cook, and I was a cook.
P.G.: Yeah, mhm.
H.G.: Delicious. So that's the way I got lost.
P.G.: Were there? Did you notice any difference between black people who had been born and grew up in the North and black people from the South?
H.G.: Oh yeah, definitely, yes. 
P.G.: What? How would you describe that difference?
H.G.: Well, you know, the folks that live here, they were more concerned about making no progress and nothing, you know, we'll do.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: We go about four to five, five to six years.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: And I've met plenty of girls. They couldn't talk my language at all. All them gone big time. I said don’t you think of trying to plant your foot in the sand of time. What about nurse homes, things like that? They hadn't brought them back.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Now to my dad says to, I said, my dad was farmer, and I thought I was going to be a farmer but look like I'm gonna be a city man now, and I got more thoughts of having a big time.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: I said, I want my last days to be my best friend.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: They’s didn’t understand, but I preached that all my life. 
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: And everything I work for, strive for and ask God to give you strength, I have accomplished.
P.G.: Would you say that the Black people that came from Pittsburgh were not as hard working as people from the South?
H.G.: No. The people that I found here at that time. I hadn’t been there then, because I'm out there with him.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: They weren't concerned then but a soft job. 
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: We get a job downtown, someplace like that. That's all they want. 
P.G.: Yeah. 
H.G.: You haven't seen the steel mill? I didn't meet but one man who knew about steel mill. Been here some length of time. I met him down [unintelligible 5:35-5:36]. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: He was foreman down there.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: When I first came to Pittsburgh. In my own experience. Why, you couldn't find a color family from downtown all the way out to East liberty.
P.G.: Oh yeah?
H.G.: Living in a house all by himself, everybody living with anybody. Well, I've seen Jews give up the whole house, moving the basement, ripping the house out, colorful. Now a lot of people’s was not Jews, behind it all, I think I got to say about a Jew is true, he the best businessman in the world.
P.G.: Mhm. Were there a lot of Jews living in the Hill District?
H.G.: Oh yeah, all living there. I got my change from Oliver when he then, I want another room but put up this way all right, everything I had a lot of goods, all Jews tells this though, one even allowed me in the current floor, that's the truth. So, this fellow brought me home with him when he lived out on Francis Street I think at the time, yeah two or three down, because I didn't feel what he's up to until later, I got an idea. He wanted me to meet his daughter. She was a nice looking girl too. But you know, I couldn't find a girl in town to take my mind off my girls I lived in Georgia.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: I’d go down there twice a year, sometimes three times.
P.G.: You used to go back to Georgia?
H.G.: Oh yeah. In town, I'd be sitting down thinking about them gals.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Thinking about my mother too. I tell them, “I be gone for a couple of days a week”. “Okay? They know I got his coming together, He got to go to job be able to come back.” It was.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: So, my, when I went down to get married, Dad said, “Well, you're gonna give up farming.” Actually nah. “Okay?” He said, “Now I'm gonna tell you something, you fix to get married, you quit coming out here If you have to, two or three times a year. You stay in Pittsburgh. Teacher's job, teacher of [unintelligible 8:06-8:07], because it was fourteen of us. You know.”
P.G.: Fourteen? Your parents had fourteen children?
H.G.: Yeah.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: He said “you might beat me. You can't tell.” So you know, men around, you had thousand of of miles from home, they ain't doing no good.
P.G.: Uh huh,
H.G.: Because all the expense stop when you get on the train.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Of course, I styled, my dad is one of the best men ever been lived. I ain’t never seen a man I placed my dad with him. He was honest as God himself, almost. I know that. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: He taught me that, you know, he used to say things to me at that time, that’s when I turned drafted. He said, “Be honest, nice. Good manners, good behavior.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: “It takes you further than money.”
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Well, at that time will amaze me. Understand what he meant.
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: Take me further than money. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: I found to be true.
P.G.: Yeah, was he a very devout man, a religious man?
H.G.: Oh yeah. When I first saw my dad, he was deacon of some church, Jerusalem, he was deacon of that church. And my dad lived a hundred and ten years, about a couple of months.
P.G.: Wow.
H.G.: And he’s never been sick. In bed sick. I remember when I was a kid, he had a pain. Something there down in the small part of the back. Because I said nothing. He was one of the best doctor I ever met, even now, I'm not kidding.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: But anyway, they got on him, this doctor from town, Dr. McGenley. Do I definitely believe in doctors? I still don't. I'll be honest with you, but now you've got to deal with them, but the confidence I had him in the moral things, because they could chew anything and did. Now this doctor, he was called “homopathic”, something, kind of doctor like that. But anyway, I went on, got it, brought him out. He always cares nice, examined my Dad, “Oh, you don't need me.” Man, what are you thinking? I thought he would kill him, “what are you talking about?” He said, “listen, the same thing that’ll kill ya, kill ya.” I found out at the end of the year. That makes lots of sense.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: So, he give him a dose. Roll out the medicine. Now don't y'all give nothing. Every time this nurse would do my nurse coming out and get it, to make sure it was just right. He didn't take a three day dose today, one morning, got up, was at the breakfast table. Where does that pain go? “There’s no more pain down there.” I saw my dad take straightener and got him well.
P.G.: Were they Baptist? To your parents? 
H.G.: Baptist.
P.G.: Have you stayed in the Baptist Church?
H.G.: Well for a long time, but as I grow older, I get along, regardless, to your background or what have you think for yourself. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G: I hate to say it, but all churches, from my point of view, got so crooked, so… I just couldn't stand them. 
P.G.: Uh huh. 
H.G.: I bind myself now, as a man of God.
P.G.: You don't belong to any church?
H.G.: No, I go down to, there used to be some times, these things, things are no better. You know, a church to me, is just a high place. I don’t know what you can - it’s just everybody blaspheming.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: They, everything in general is made just for money, money.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: And they ain’t doing nothing for the people.
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: Nothing, robbing them.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: You know, I began to read about church, and I found God said he called the word went to all men, come to him for instruction. He told me, wanted to go into my very yard and works. When I come appear and cross his way. Now, God didn't come here to build up this physical world. That's your job. He came to build up a kingdom in your heart, kingdom building.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: You got to live for God. Stand for God, and all things have come your way. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: So, he said, it's a many came, but a few was Jews. Now all these men he choose. He choose them to change the world, you lead the people. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: I talk to you. You talk to the peoples.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: He said, I'm gonna place you on the wall as a watchman, but you see the danger on my piece. Now, here's where it did work. It still work now.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Things like, but these other men that went, he didn't sell them, but they went, they got what God had to offer, and they went out and made a commercial. Look what the devil done for Christ's birthday. They built off a red, I don’t know, just it makes me sick to think about it. Merry Christmas, Christ born didn’t wanna have no Christmas thought about when Christ was born.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: They made it commercial. Another devil waved by. It about 1800 years ago, he came up with a new gimmick, deer twelve o’ clock, coming from North Pole, driving eight deers on the sled.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: And there’s deers around your house, alive on the roof and Santa bring your present down the chimney that was on the biggest lies. How in the world can you tell your children such things? While them all the folk kept it up, this was their tradition, they said.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: And this Christmas tree I show you in the Bible, this Christmas tree started. It's more concerning Christ’s charges of men, he's a bigger devil than Nick. Dick Nick. Dick Nick, mind me a mule. I'm telling you my vision fights because Jesus says you got to face this one day.
P.G.: So, you never joined a church up here.
H.G.: Yeah, I joined a decent one, but I couldn’t stand the way they put down things. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: And then when I decide to pray to God, I had better help. And, you know, I don't know why people always said I was a better preacher, bishop, or something like that, elder, 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: This way, I tried to live, whatever I do, I put my whole soul in it.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: If I'm for you, I'm for you. If I'm against you, I'm still for you. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: I'm with you, trying to help you get straight. 
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: If you're straight or wicked, it’s because you're straight.
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: Not a lost little man.
P.G.: Did you move into a different place after you got married?
H.G.: Well, I moved house more. I was living by myself before I got married. I had a little house, nice room. [unintelligible 17:23-17:27]
P.G.: Where was that?
H.G.: Down Wylie Avenue.
P.G.: Still on Wylie Avenue.
H.G.: 2316, I think. but anyway, from then on, and now my first wife, bless her heart. She died in thirty-three.
P.G.: Uh huh, I see.
H.G.: Great shock. But anyway, I continue on. I had a kid then. I had a few girl in the morning. Boys died as a baby.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: In thirty-six, I got married again. Towards that wife. She died last year in February. 
P.G.: Uh huh. Wow.
H.G.: Now all, both of these women, I know we was kids together.
P.G.: They were both from Georgia?
H.G.: Yes, sir.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: You know, I often think, because I've never taken this last wife out many times, but I don't care what girl I take out, my mind’s on the one I met. Her name was Nellie. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: We were married. Now Nellie was my next wife, I mean second wife name, and I knew her husband at home. He was shopping at the hotel. But anyway, nice guy, we both got married, before I did after y'all chose bombard he died. He died. He died the one year before my wife died. Through all those years, me and Penny got back together again. Funny thing
P.G.: Yeah. How, what year was it that you first got married? 
H.G.: Hm?
P.G.: What year did you first get married? 
H.G.: Twenty-two.
P.G.: In twenty-two, same year.
H.G.: In twenty-two, twenty-third of October I think.
P.G.: How long have you been living in this house?
H.G.: Oh, I bought this house in thirty-seven.
P.G.: Thirty-seven, uh huh.
H.G.: I started thirty-six, but thirty-seven was when we got everything straightened out. 
P.G.: Yeah. Did you have a lot of trouble during the Depression, not being able to get work? 
H.G.: No, I didn't. I never was laid off in the Depression, was shut down on days. 
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: Now that's another thing. Old Hoover, don't go under your skin. Nah, he messed me up good.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: You know what I was planning on? I was planning on grocery store, and I was going to Georgia, having the representatives down there. I will build a big packing house in Pittsburgh. Read everything you want, send it over to me. That was my ambition. I had good money. I was able to start it. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: And, you know, going back home to get, oh, I have all the help I wanted because the roads aren’t so hot those days, but I know that gonna change. You know, that's another thing. Well, when I was a kid, I could see things change. 
P.G.: Right.
H.G.: You know, I've left here Friday night going to Georgia and be back Friday when they get back, it won't be short. The train was so slow, I'm just getting the wrong train. Don't know, you had locals in those days. And fast train, you get a local going to the same place, you can't get on the first train. Your ticket call for this local. You have to ride that local, and he could be a week getting them out home. You stop at every peak pass.
P.G.: Mhm. 
H.G.: You put it known pretty good round times you got to farm out in the country. Can put you off anywhere.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: But this new train should go from here to Cincinnati, from that Atlanta, Georgia, stop in Maycomb, Georgia. You stop no more to get to my hometown. Through train.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: You just got to learn things. And I used to see highways in my dreams, whole lot of trucks and car, I used to tell my dad. Said, “Dad, you know, someday, California ain't gonna be but next door.” He said, “How you mean? You can go there so quick.” Now see him talk about he used to work on a ferry boat, Crawley, during his time, go from Florida to Cuba. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Jamaica. He'd been all over. In fact, his dad from Jamaica, and I saw Paul, and then we had a river, Flint River. They bring the folks from here, over there, from there, over here, or the thing to call fabric, using the ferry boat.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Them folks over there, when they load it up, you pull it to your side.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: You load up, they pull it back to that side. I said, all that will change. I said, we don't have boats on the river going from Georgia to Pittsburgh, Ohio, all the places like that. I said, I haven't seen, I had, I've seen highways like that, and so, that just the way things went.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: And I don’t care what you say, experience believing God is your whole hope.
P.G.: What happened to this grocery store that you were planning?
H.G.: Well, that's what I'm saying. Hoover. Back in the thirties, I had a lot of folk living in our house, some of them from my home. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: We're going Black Diamond.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Different places, nationals too, summit, but they absolutely finished, went down to nothing. Well, I couldn't tell these folks to move. If you all right with me, when you got everything, you all right with me when you ain't got nothing.
P.G.: Right.
H.G.: Now notice I got done first, it was three days a week and three to four some weeks, five days.
P.G.: A week?
H.G.: Yeah, but, but, you know, one day meant two days long away. You would take five hours, you buy more, you buy fifteen now. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Well, these people still hear what I'm talking about, what I was about to tell them to move. And so many people, this boy, he was peaceful out there.
P.G.: Uh huh.
[bookmark: _Hlk213878792]H.G.: I remember sleeping out, hauling the bridges and bushes. I did all I could to help their home. Is a Catholic priest down in [unintelligible 25:29-25:30], I always think he of him for, he had what you call a box town down there, bill hooks, pile of boxes, all carboard, it was everything. He had a lot of folks staying down there.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: And many people used to go down there once a week, [unintelligible 25:57-25:58] he got to sowing people. That's another thing you know, maybe you don't believe what I'm fixing to say, but it's true, as you sew so shall you weave.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Now, America has got a lot to pay for, and I'm gonna tell you something else, age check America. Heard something changed. You ain't seen nothing yet, to what don't happen sooner than you may expect. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: I've seen people living all on the streets like hawks, why they don't do really stick, really these houses. Now, when I told you, when I first came in, you would have rented house ten or fifteen dollars.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: You could buy four or five hundred. Back in Depression and give them to you, take them off your hand. Two-hundred dollars and what you gonna do? You ain't got two cents.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: And then too, after that bill went over, getting back to these folks out on the street, you can't put off the light gas anymore. You cut off water from your house.’ Hind the devil could them people fear that you can pay rent. They don't got a job to be had, everybody got no job.
P.G.: Right.
H.G.: Thousands and thousands of them, there’s thousands of them and you know them fellows? People, then they won't have some bad ideas. Now did nobody steal and try to kill one another. Nobody hungry too. I used to tell my wife, I said, you know, this a lesson to the whole Western world from now on. I said, now today, coming, you go see a whole lot of harassing. You wonder why people take this on again now? 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: So, I've seen women have babies in streets on mattresses. Now, why put you out. I ain't coming. You ain't renting to me, that's the point, you got to think, if you my friend today, because you gonna do me a certain favor I want, why fall out with you? Doesn’t matter that him, he’s not my friend either, I know you.
P.G.: Mhm. So, you weren't able to get your grocery store?
H.G.: No, what I'm talking about. I still had back then used all I had saved up, but that was for nothing. Had to do it. 
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: That's with my heart. I couldn't put nobody out. And I used to get a good job. I used to paint, decorate, do everything.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: And I'd get jobs before who could pay and have the fellow did more working nowadays, a week to do this job. 
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: I'll come by and eat it and work with them off days after all that, all around this time.
P.G.: Well, can you tell me something about how the CIO union came down, came into the mill down there at J&L?
H.G.: Oh man, I was in it from the beginning to the end and will stay with it.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Boy, I've done some tall fighting for that union. CIO those days. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: We won too. 
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: It was a pitiful thing, you know, when you got a bunch of men something new coming in all their reach for it, like a young bird in a nest, just mouth them. But when the going get a little tough, they all start backing out, so many, hundreds.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Started all by the way, few of us kept on fighting. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: There's always a few who win the victory. Now in man's count, majority always win, well, nine times out of ten. Majority always wrong, too.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Here’s the few faithful.
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: That's the math.
P.G.: Well, who first told you about the union or asked you to join the union, do you remember?
H.G.: Oh, man, we had [unintelligible 30:43-30:44] considered this union. And Roosevelt, to my mind, the best president the country has had. Roosevelt brought the Union.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: He appointed the men that head the union before it got underway, Phillip Murray and John Lewis
P.G.: Who were the leaders down on the South Side, though, who were the men who got the Union started, who were working in J&L?
H.G.: Working in J&L? Oh, well, it was one man, because we have, we get together.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Talk things over about this union’s coming in. Now, I remember Wagner and another guy, I forget his name. He was a fine fellow, it been a long time. I can't take now, but anyway, they was the first grievance mens.
P.G.: Yeah, uh huh.
H.G.: And we was electing dudes in the street. We had no office. Nothing.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Had to meet them, guys, payroll catching running down to catch them, to get that dollar. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Lot of em’, a lot of them crumple. A lot of them crumple, but there’s a few and it’s the few that counts. We got a little place out in Terrace Street. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: That's our first little hole. We started meeting and talking to these guys, good sense and what have you.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: They started paying the dues.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Few months we bought a hole of ground down across the street and built our own hole.
P.G.: Mhm. 
H.G.: Still fighting, and now, during this period of organizing, J&L, a minute, he's coming, five lots of men. My wife had a couple of brothers working now, a couple. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: They was five to three years, so when we got things under control that put all the men back to work.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: I know we forget Roosevelt making a speech one time he says, “I'm going to free labor.” That is one our biggest shackles. You have free hand, free feet. It's up to you now to free yourself.
P.G.: Mhm. Did, did most of the men in the boiler house join the union when it first came in?
H.G.: Oh yeah. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: You see, that, that’s up to you. But after we got started, we kind of put demand on you. You must come to union.
P.G.: Yeah, uh huh.
H.G.: For that reason, you come.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: You may not like it today, but you'll love it tomorrow. 
P.G.: Right.
H.G.: That's the way it worked.
P.G.: Did anybody used to talk about the 1919 Steel Strike?
H.G.: Yeah
P.G.: When you were working down there? Do you remember what kind of things they would say about it? 
H.G.: Oh, boy, I used, used to hear something, to choose, the biggest mess I heard about it was here in Pennsylvania, the coal mine. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Call them. What did they call them? 
P.G.: Coal and Iron.
H.G.: Yeah, Coal and Iron. Now then, that was, was worse than Hitler had in Germany. They said, “Guys, you can ride around big guns. You ain't working today. Find out why. You better get out in good way, make your wives do things” whether they want to, or whether you wanted to or not, all that kind of stuff.
P.G.: And this is what they used to talk about, when they talked about 1919?
H.G.: Yeah that’s right. Yeah, talk all about coal, iron, police. Well, now. I was in Pittsburgh when I was hearing all this. 
P.G.: Yeah.	
H.G.: I tell you, I had first been in Pittsburgh, it was 1916.
P.G.: Right.
H.G.: And from then on, I’ve been around, because I said I’d go home a couple times a year, sometimes three times, ladies, one time I went down and got tied up. I've ain’t been back to Georgia since.
P.G.: Did the people who were organizing the union down on the South Side ever used to tell the men that they had to act together as one group and forget about the fact that there were black and white and that there were foreign. Did they used to say that kind of stuff?
H.G.: Oh yeah, put it like this, rather than our meeting, different one talking, colored and white. 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: So, we found our new union on this, all for one, one for all.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: So now it’s a hard pull, but we got to keep fighting at it ‘till one day, we all can say we free at last. That day ain’t exactly come yet.
P.G.: Yeah.
H.G.: But we still working on it.
P.G.: Did you ever have any union positions, any union offices?
H.G.: Yes, I had a committee one time, a couple of years. It was when the war broke back in forty-one, we were negotiating for equalized pay for the Mid-South Side and Southside over second half of the year. 
P.G.: Yeah, uh huh.
H.G.: When this war started. Roosevelt said like this, “All grievance, put them to sleep, and let's go win this war. When we win the victory, come back. Pick up your grievance, and I will personally see to you winning.”
P.G.: Uh huh. Were the men on the south side getting paid more than the men in Hazelwood, or the other way around? 
H.G.: You see when, after the union come in, we had to do a whole lot of equalizing pay.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Same work, same identical, but the men on this side are getting more than them men on other side.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: And we had to fought. And after the war, we came back, started all over again. There's one day change too.
P.G.: Did, did Roosevelt and his presidency get you interested in politics? Have you ever been active in national politics?
H.G.: Only in this way, this way, you sending me a whole lot of literature, running for office, asking for donation. You don't have to do that, for as far as I'm concerned, for I know nobody like me. I don't think.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: If I'm for you, you don't ask me to do nothing. I'm gonna do all I can for you. 
P.G.: Uh huh. 
H.G.: That is my partisan, still is.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: Now, you see, I've had these crooked politicians send me thousands of dollars by his worker, this is mine, He said, “Just to work this day, boy.” No, I said, “I wouldn't, that money if I took that money, it’d burn me up like that.” I says, “If I'm for you, man, you don’t have to owe me nothing for my support.” 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: Now, if I ain't gonna support him, he couldn't pay me to support him, he gave me a million dollars. I mean that, that's how I stand.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: So, now I support you this way, not out of speaking and running all over town in your behalf. I did it my way.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: I know a lot of folks in town.
P.G.: Mhm. Did you ever work for a politician, helping him out?
H.G.: On my own? Not, no handout. Nothing like that.
P.G.: Right.
H.G.: I've got men of men too. Otherwise I don't think he’s amazing, me judging support here and there, in his behalf. 
P.G.: Uh huh. 
H.G.: That's the way I work for you. Now, when you go to handing me a hand out towards, what a devil, I don't want you.
P.G.: Yeah. Were most of these men Democrats?
H.G.: Oh yeah. Oh, back then. A lot of them Republicans, because they're back in the Thirties. still all Republicans for his own concern.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: I remember a guy one time, sweeper back here. Nice price. Tell me what to do at all. After a while, I looked around, I decided. I said, “Man, this fool, ain't it?” I said, “Get this thing out of there.” You know what he said? [unintelligible 40:35-40:38] He said, “I'm gonna tell you, honest to God, too.” You. He said,” you know, thousands of people have told me the same thing.”
P.G.: No kidding.
H.G.: Just the name. Now I said to when “why don’t you get that name changed.” I remember my company, he said we got to do something about this name.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: I said honest to god, I know nothing about a Hoover on it, just because I stressed it a little bit. But that just the way I feel about Hoover, I don't know nothing about whose name
P.G.: Would you say that you were a Democrat? Would you call yourself a Democrat?
H.G.: Sure, I'm a Democrat.
P.G.: When you look back on the, your life now and the years you spent working down at down at J&L, would you say that you've been pretty successful?
H.G.: Yeah. You know, I don't fought J&L, for you, sir, any kind of, any organization, any time, any company, any group of men, it's always different.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: But personally, I don’t fight with J&L, J&L was all right with me.
P.G.: You, were you pretty satisfied with the job that you had? 
H.G.: Yeah, I was satisfied, I had what I wanted to do.
P.G.: Were you, did you feel that you could have gone higher? 
H.G.: I did. I went as high - Listen, here’s what going high mean with me as I'm concerned. Better paying job
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: The first talking about seventies, I don't look for nothing easy. I don't want nothing easy. I used to walk around at mill, day after day. Didn't change clothes. I didn’t like that. I used to hustle me as all around town, like you want a lot of men lined up to meet me over there. Monday, morning, seven o'clock all. I didn’t like that. 
P.G.: Uh huh. 
H.G.: Personally, for myself, I like the idea of getting in to come over your job, but for me, it's too easy. For me, personally, I didn't like it like that.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: I was born a working man.
P.G.: Mhm. Did you feel that your job provided pretty well for your family?
H.G.: Yeah, of course there’s one thing about this, because of J&L, months before it, they be doing their thing, I'm doing mine. I have made many suggestions. They say they covered thousands of dollars. All I got there was thank you. I didn't bother about that. You know, you said finishing round the boilers last Thursday, we had regulations, control of water as you boil more and more cutting in. But when I started finding, mean, I mean others too, we boys were doing much water that regulator couldn't work. We got up and disconnect it, just let the water flow then.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: They had never seen that before around there. We had them being dug in water at that time, and came out at 250 horsepower. Well, I got one of them things so hot down there one morning, he put out so much steam, he went up to 450 horsepower. They sent me down to check this boiler out all over the place. Got some out of time. They weigh all their coal. They had the men throwing the hopper just trying to find what is true. It was true. They had to put another shot on it, 450 horsepower shot, that got steam in the boiler until the company falls down to build his new ones.
P.G.: Do you think that you that the job you had down there kept your family in pretty, pretty good shape?
H.G.: Why sure. We didn't suffer for nothing. My wife never worked a day in her life after I married either one of them.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: That's another thing. I'd be mad or take your son if you marry a woman at that time, most everybody here, child gets married first, then they wanted some children. Well, anytime a woman will have babies, she got all the jobs she needs. Right here.
P.G.: Mhm.
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H.G.: Well, anytime a woman will have babies, she got all the jobs she needs right here. 
P.G.: Mhm, mhm.
H.G.: Now I did it, and through all of my trying time, she knows the first sickness and death and whatnot, that came through all those flying colors.
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: God, I give God credit for all that. There's plenty folk who don't talk like that. But who else I'm gonna give credit for being here even?
P.G.: Uh huh,
H.G.: Don't you know, as the song, said there is a power higher than I? 
P.G.: Mhm.
H.G.: That's an issue that.
P.G.: Uh huh.
H.G.: So, I give them credit.
P.G.: Well, I guess I'm getting to the end of the tape now, so I gotta cut it off, but I want to thank you very much but I - 
H.G.: You’re welcome.
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