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Date of Interview: August 5, 1974
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Summary: Peter Gottlieb interviews Clarence Myricks, a Pittsburgh Mill worker who has resided in East Liberty for several years. Myricks details his faith as well as his background, specifically his family’s roots in the agricultural Deep South as sharecroppers before their move to the industrial north. After initial stints in Cincinnati and New York, Myricks took a job offer as a mill worker where he would work many years. Myricks was highly supportive of unionization attempts in his workplace, viewing the unions as a way to advance himself and serve as a catalyst for change in the workplace. As he aged, he married twice and had a son who grew up to be a teacher. Despite receiving little more than a sixth-grade education and working a difficult job whilst simultaneously holding other part-time jobs to financially support his family, Myricks was ultimately satisfied with the direction his life went and what he achieved in his time.
START OF TAPE ONE
Peter Gottlieb: Interviewer, Peter Gottlieb. Place, Steel Workers’ local union, 1272, 2325 East Carson Street, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Date, August 5. 1974. Person being interviewed, Clarence Myrick. M-Y-R-I-C-K. Place of birth, James, Georgia. Ethnic background: black man. Occupation: steel worker. Religion: Baptist. 
P.G.: Okay, could you start out first by telling me where your parents were born? 
Clarence Myricks: Well, I was born in Georgia. James Georgia, so that's where I was born at.
P.G.: Mhm.
[bookmark: _Hlk213368808]C.M.: And that's where my parents were born.
P.G.: I see.
C.M.: That's inside, right about 25 miles from [unintelligible 1:19-1:20], Georgia.
P.G.: I see.
C.M.: Yeah, and I was born there, and I stayed there from when I was one, to about twelve, thirteen. I say eleven or twelve at least, because I worked for the city, collecting rubbish. At least, that’s what they had in the city.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: For about a half a year, you know. Then, from then I came from back to Cincinnati.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: My father started in Cincinnati. Then after I went to Cincinnati, I went there for a period of six or seven years, I worked for the foundry and worked for the foundry, the foundry there.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: For a while but I went to Westmoreland, for [unintelligible 2:09-2:10], I drove a truck for the [unintelligible 2:11-2:12] company.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: And then after that, I came, I left Cincinnati and I went to New York, and I worked there about, I stayed there about a year.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: And I didn't know nobody. So, I got a job, and I was a bill, that same thing as those, but maybe you don't know what it is, that bill working at-, a junk shop that was called a building people. I see everybody here, and I came, I lived there, and I came into Pittsburgh, I think. Was in 1927 but I can't tell [unintelligible, 2:52-2:53], and I was explaining then that I met a kid, I met him right out of Pennsylvania Station and I asked him what he wants to do. My people live there. 
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: And he told me, he said, “Well, you can come and go with me.” So, I said, “Well, I'm looking for a place to stay.” And so he said, “well”, and me and him were walking along and talking. So, when I got there, he said, “Mama, I didn't know I was with some Dude” I was surprised that his mom said, “Here's a man. He looking for a place of [unintelligible 3:26-3:27] old, land, but you know, [unintelligible, 2:29-2:32]. So, then I paid up for a few weeks. I paid her in advance for a month. 
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: Then I said, “where’s the most people, the mills there, hunting jobs?” And he was a type, I know, like, like all young boys, he got some place to stay. Don't have to worry about a job. But me, I got to worry.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M: So, we started. He said he would show me that morning. So, I came all the way, Something about a place, a hospital. We came down, and so I was looking, and he stopped looking, and he and make a bite, ‘cause he used to be mill all the way down, this little mill. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: And I kept, right on, come in. I came to UDL employment office. I got there, and when I walked in office there, that the man said, “that's all?” And I said, “one word?” I said, “Well, everywhere I go, that's what I guess. What I said, that's all.” And I never will forget this fellow along with I live. He was a fellow who put on name. He's a little small fellow, his name was Jack.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M: And he said to me, “Hey, come here.” He said, “can you take heat?” I said “I can stand heat and ‘most anything about a job. And he said “can you back for work tonight?” and I said, “I sure can” and I was hired right on the spot. [unintelligible 4:58-5:00] Then I didn't know the way home. I said, “Well, I was, lost, man.” The kid didn't know the town that well, Only thing I know that hospital I went to, twenty-seventh street [unintelligible, 5:11]. And I look, I always look where I go, because I'm on alert. And I look the way it moves. I’d never get lost.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: I got lost because I didn't watch which way I go. where I go. I look up, see that hospital. Well, I come across ten feet bridge, but I say, well, there’s that hospital, but I don't go across this bridge. I went across that bridge and went all way up to the hospital. When I went to hospital, where I knew what street we went to, you know, went back to the house, and when I got back in the house, he had done, went home and said I got lost.
P.G.: [Laughs].
C.M: “The police is there. “Can you look for me?” And all I’m lost, so I think, when I woke up, she said, “this was not a fellow”. He was young. He young. She said, “Well, my son say you got lost?” I said, “No, ain’t I got lost.” I say “I got a job, I was working.” She said, “He been all here this time and [unintelligible, 6:13-6:15], he wouldn’t mange, sleeped in.”  Then she said “well, how do you find your way back?” I said, ”Well, I looked at the hospital, and I come back, I gotta go to work at night.” I said, “Look, I know the way I came, and the way I can go back”, so I went back that way, and I went that way that night. And then when I went that night, I met some more fellows, and they know the way to go that way. And I came back with them. And so, I went there [unintelligible 6:39-6:40]. 
P.G.: Um, what kind of work did your father do when he was in uh -
C.M.: A farmer man.
P.G.: He was a farmer?
C.M.: That's what you call James. It was like a company, that had farms, they has a farm.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: That’s out from Maycomb.
P.G.: I see.
C.M.: That's about 30 miles from Maycomb, Georgie. That's a farm. I was working on a farm. 
P.G.: What, what kind of things did you, did you raise on the farm there? 
C.M.: Oh,  raised, hogs, cows, chickens, everything, like farmers raised.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: Corn, watermelon, beets, never call it, you know, everything that goes with farmer. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: You never worked the old farm?  
P.G.: Sure, you know they're different kinds of farms. 
C.M.: Oh, well and we had cotton. 
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: Yeah, they had cotton. I picked cotton while when I was small,
P.G.: Mhm. 
C.M.: But I picked cotton.
P.G.: Yeah. Did your parents own the farm? Or were they renting it? 
C.M.: No, no, my father didn't own no farm, but I had parents, some of them on it. But he worked as a, what you call a sharecrop or something like that.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: That's where he worked.
P.G.: I see, and you said you stayed there ‘till you were about twelve or thirteen? 
C.M.: Ah, Well, something around like that.
P.G.: Uh huh. 
C.M.: I think was around ten or twelve years old. I left the farm when I was pretty young anyways. 
P.G.: Yeah. Did you have any brothers or sisters?
C.M.: Me? 
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: Well, I got seven, lemme see, seven brothers and three sisters but they’re all half sisters and brothers.
P.G.: Ah I see. I see so all the other children, your family was –
C.M.: Yeah, was born by another woman. 
P.G.: I see. 
C.M.: Right.
P.G.: Let me see how, why did your, why did your father leave that, leave that farm move to Cincinnati?
C.M.: Why? Why did he leave the farm? 
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: He left the farm because it was hard to make a living. You know, he was working, making eight dollars a month. 
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: And that to feed a family and, and we used that a good cold [unintelligible 8:48]. Now you got cold [unintelligible 8:50], and anybody will try to leave and make family if you don't own nothing, you got to try to get something some other way. That right?
P.G.: Right.
C.M.: And so, then everybody started, one of them, know, so he, me, I haven't got cold [unintelligible 9:04], and until we made enough, and I had a dog, good dog, and we, I used to make money with him. One night dog with the which people would come out, and I used him. So, we made enough money. Then he went up north [unintelligible 9:19]. He sent back to get the rest of the family.
P.G.: He moved to Cincinnati? 
C.M.: Yeah, that's right. He moved the whole family to Cincinnati, right. 
P.G.: Right. What kind of work was he doing in Cincinnati? 
C.M.: He worked for the city. Picked up the garbage, same as I would, he worked for the city anyway. That's what I say. That's only, not [unintelligible 9:44] garbage the same thing with that garbage truck did. He worked for the city. That's what he did. That’s that he done, worked for the city.
P.G.: Did, did you have any jobs there in Cincinnati? You told me you worked in a foundry.
C.M.: Why sure, I had two jobs in Cincinnati, I had about three jobs in Cincinnati. I started working when I was around about, when I got there, I started working. I worked with, for Gob, he was an Italian. He had a store, he did shipping for stuff. And I went with him for a while. Then after that, I started working, for the [unintelligible 10:24] company and I started working my days at a junkyard using shields and muggle lines, and building, and then from there, I started driving the trucks. And that was my previous job. I started driving the truck. That's where I went from nothing to something, I guess, driving a truck for them.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: And then I worked there for a year until I got a little bit like kids would do and then quit there. And I worked about the courthouse. I worked when they built courthouses in Cincinnati, I went and worked on the construction for about two years.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: Then that went finished, and I went down, worked for the foundry. I can’t recall the name of the foundry now, but I worked in the foundry anyway.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: And that was that. I worked in the foundry when I went up north.
P.G.: Yeah. Were you, were you going to school at all in Cincinnati?
C.M.: I don't go to school too much. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: I went to, most of the school I went to was in the south.
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: Because my father had a big family and I had to work. 
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: And so, the best I got was around about the fifth or sixth grade education. 
P.G.: Uh huh. 
C.M.: Went to school some at night then.
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: I’d done most of my schooling. And by Georgia, I was working with a guy on a sawmill when I was outside, and I would learn more with his kids before I worked with him. And then at night, I was sitting on with them.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: And I was working the sawmill.
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: And that’s the schooling I got, I don't have a great education.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: But thank God for the [unintelligible 12:09-12:10].
P.G.: Right. As you remember your parents, and I mean your stepmother, what kind of person did they teach you to be when they were raising you up? 
C.M.: My dad always told me to be respectable. He did not worry about people of color. And he taught me to treat people like I wish to be treated.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: And I was raised that way.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: And I worked that way. 
P.G.: Did he emphasize religion?
C.M.: Religion? I've been going to church all my life.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: Sure. I'm a Baptist, and he always was in his church for sure.
P.G.: When you left Cincinnati to go to New York City, this, your family didn't move at that time you went by yourself?
C.M.: No, my family didn’t move that time, because I felt that I was big enough to try to do something for myself. Because mostly, see the way I was raised, mostly I didn't know nothing about opening my envelope. I had to give it, give it to my daddy.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: Ain't like the young generation do today. When I got paid, I carried it home.
P.G.: Right.
C.M.: He gave me what he want to give me.
P.G.: Right
C.M.: So, I decided about time for me to try to do something, take like I want to do and do what I wanted to do.
P.G.: Right 
C.M.: So, I went on all by myself.
P.G.: Uh huh. Excuse me just a minute. How old were you when you went to New York City? 
C.M.: Well, I’d say I was about seventeen or eighteen, somewhere around that age. I was young.
P.G.: Why did you choose to go to New York City? 
C.M.: Well, it's just like you were, like young kids here, everybody say “oh, it's a lot of money made.” I was trying to go where the money made was. 
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: You can make big money in New York and big things. 
P.G.: Mhm. 
C.M.: I'm always wanting to make money.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: I never had no one, and I wanted to make some.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: That's the way that is, I think what the ambition of a kid. I want to get somewhere in life. 
P.G.: Right. Well, why didn't you choose to move to Chicago or Detroit or some other place?
C.M.: I don't know. I just didn't choose to do Chicago because I choose to look for more money.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: Then when I got there, I found out that town a little bit too fast for me. 
P.G.: What do you mean by that exactly?
C.M.: Fast, too much nightlife and fast town, and I was living with a boy, he would live the fast time. And I couldn't do that. I didn't care about fast life. I never did care about the fast life.
P.G.: Mhm. 
C.M.: And so, I wanted to come, then I heard someone told me and said, “well, the steel mills is more better.” And I found out that the steel mills, I worked in the foundry, I could work in a steel mill. So, they said Pittsburgh was the Steel City, so I left New York and come to the Steel City. 
P.G.: Did you have any relatives here?
C.M.: No, never had no relatives nowhere I went. 
P.G.: I see.
C.M.: I always been on my own.
P.G.: Uh huh, uh huh. Did you travel by train when you moved to New York City and when you moved here?
C.M.: Yeah, by train or by rail and well, didn't have no airplanes at that time, at least was nobody, well many folks had no airplanes. There were plenty traveled by train or bus.
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: But I traveled by the train. 
P.G.: Right. What kind of things did you take with you when you moved around? Did you take very much? 
C.M.: Man, I had clothes, nice clothes, but I believe in nice clothes.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: I had a suitcase or one of them used to be like a trunk suitcase, so they you see some now it was a trunk and a suitcase/
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: But I had one of them, small trunk and a suitcase.
P.G.: Yeah. Uh huh. 
C.M.: Yeah.
P.G.: And so, when you came into Pittsburgh, you were able to get a room there. That's up there in the Hill?
C.M.: That is in the Hill, that’s right. There ain’t more street now, used to be Gilmore Street, but it ain't no more.
P.G.: Oh, I see, they tore it down there? 
C.M.: Oh yes. Developed it, there’s no street there no more.
P.G.: Well, when you came down to the mills and got a job, did you tell them at that time that you had worked in a foundry? 
C.M.: Why? The man asked me, “could I stand the heat?”
P.G.: Right.
C.M.: And I told him, “Why, sure I can stand heat.”
P.G.: Did you tell him that was because you had worked in a foundry? 
C.M.: Right.
P.G.: Where did they put you then? 
C.M.: On it, it is no more wood wall on a hot, the small, it was called upper mill, small mill. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: You had to have iron hand pads. I got dumb little blisters on my own now, where that was pure and you had to walk across that bow. You had to have built buildings, you imagine. When you first coming there, when you were the young man, they always, I didn't know what they meant but always put you in the middle. That's where the weight was. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: If you couldn't take it, you couldn't make it, that’s what they said.
P.G.: I see.
C.M.: And I used to want to put that out there. And you buy, you had to come right straight down and, like, buy a white quarter, by see, before they would roll this field like bars, ten claws, all kinds of bars. And then we demand would lead us call him a shield. He cut off one end.
P.G.: Yeah 
C.M.: Then we’d go back, and we loaded it on the trucks. Then they had little things to pull them. We loaded on trucks, like that. 
P.G.: Right.
C.M.: And would have said, if we were wanting nuts to take around about five men on a bar at one by one, of course, it'd be so many feet long.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: And when you pick it up, it wouldn't be just by hand and water. And you had an iron apron on, like iron, of course you couldn't see now, but those things are gone.
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: And when you pick it up, you had to wear that apron and you had to pick it up, and you had to hold against that, and you had little pads and had a roof zone, no pay for salt, but they had iron place a [unintelligible 18:44-18:45]. And you put it, you catch it like that and hold it on that apron. You couldn't let it touch your body. 
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: They lose point.
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: And then you carry like that. Carry it, load it up and it get cool. As soon as it get cool enough for you to pick it up and you picks it up. And then we had a little box, like he called through with Bob with, so we wouldn't drag it, which Bob said, drag over the hot bed. 
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: All those kind of things is gone now, but that's the way they used to. 
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: They used to want steel like that.
P.G.: Uh huh, so.
C.M.: One like all sources to small steel, alcohol, like plow beam, you could tell when you want him, you would hardly care.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: And nut steel we used to want that, like small nuts and bolts steel.
P.G.: Right. Uh huh. You had to pick it up with your hands actually? 
C.M.: Oh yeah, you’d pick it up with your hands. It would come out the walls, and they were started holding it around the square board. It's like you see all that steel there. It's 21 angles of it, God be with you on with that. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: And I worked on that for good while. Then I become to be a shearman. And when you become to be a shearman, when you don't need it. And when I become to be a shearman, they put me on them myself, then they just rolled like little thin people, all kinds of, it was all solid. It was, we have to sift through shelves to, was the never piece you wanted. If it had a point in it, we had blaze with the plane. And if it had a T and cut T bars, it would be red bars. Would fit it like that. It would fit over there and cut it just like it was.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: You had to set the blades just like, just like the steel you would want.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: And time they were wanting, what kind of other steel, we, we'd have to change the blade on that shield.
P.G.: Right.
C.M.: I've seen a fellow once. He was supposed to be a shearman and had his hand cut off like that, because, you see, you supposed to have, you set him so much. You guys. got a little guy that said it didn't start his shield up. You had a little leave. You push here, and they start cutting like that. And, and he was feeling, you know, he would put his hand in and feel it, but this here will look just too fast for him. You know how you take the hand, chop off one thing off. But the worst part about it, that was back in [unintelligible, 21:14-21:16], worst part about it. Well, he was a Polish fellow. Worst part about it. the Safety Man came down there and said to him, “let's see what you, how you did.” and I think he cut the end off another thing, but didn’t want to show him. So those little things happened, that was back in olden time, but you had to watch those things. That's all, well, that's the way we worked. We worked on hot beds. They had hot beds like that. And then I worked my for my shearman. Then I worked out what happened working on the walls and have not wore any steel. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: You had to work yourself up to different jobs, so I kept working.
P.G.: How long did you work in the first job they gave you there in the hot beds before they made you a shearman?
C.M.: I worked in the hot beds until they tore them down, I think, and that went up to about 1938 I think, when the boys started changing around. 
P.G.: Okay. 
C.M.: And then after that, there's some, some of some place, and some, some place. And then I came to the Labor Department.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: And I started in the Labor Department.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: And I worked at the Labor Department, on what [unintelligible 22:22-22:23] time, but I was a tractor boy after I left for a while. Worked up as a tractor boy and that’s the way it was.
P.G.: Did you work in the first job you had there with a whole group of other men there? Did you work together like in a team? 
C.M.: Oh, yeah. You always work together on a team. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: Always a group of men.
P.G.: Yeah. Were most of the other men in that first job you had black men, were there mixed together black and white?
C.M.: They were mixed.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: Black and white. 
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: I went with mixed black and white. Sure, we would have mixed.
P.G.: Mhm. They never had black people separated out to their own gangs?
C.M.: Well now we didn't have as good a job, maybe as the other fellas did, but that was back in them times.
P.G.: Yeah. 
C.M.: Unless you was pretty smart and worked up to it, or boss had to like you or something, that’s the way that was. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: It wasn't one of the, was one of the times if the boss, like you, had a chance of getting different job, and then you had to be smart enough to be, you know, work up and after the union come in, and change a lot of things that was going on.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: That was back in, way back in the ‘20s, you know.
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: I had to wait for what I could get until I get it. But I've always, I always looking for something better.
P.G.: Uh huh. Did it, were there foreigners working in your gang as well? 
C.M.: That's what more, most of them I know is foreigners.
P.G.: Uh huh. Most of the white men you're working with.
C.M.: Well, the most foreign, well, say, whatever you call them on. They used to, mostly when I was old time, they I used to, they used to call them what you call them. They used to call them [unintelligible 24:14-24:15] hunkies I don't know what they call that. They used to have long whiskers, and they could twist them like that, when I went there, they were more to wars.
P.G.: Long moustaches.
C.M.: Some [unintelligible 24:25-24:26], not many. 
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: Yeah. they had them. They had what they used to say. They used to call them [unintelligible 24:30-24:31] hunkies. I don't know what they mean by that. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: That was just a name, I guess they call them. 
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: So, I don't know what they all had. They all died out now, I don't remember the last one here. They all used to have a mustache. Long moustaches that you could twist them like that. That was a tight thing back in the twenties.
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: And one through his dinner, just young, young polish and different people’s at all places, all class people like they got now. 
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: And it was, used to be something Mexican. Ain't too many Mexicans. He was only one that I knew he was a you, his name was Benny, but he was a you, fellas, only you, you, but I know he was not a fellow, but he was like a shipper near. He was a shipper. He had a job as a shipper.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: He worked from him, with him at least. But that's the only real you, national, I know, but -
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: I've been, always did see other nationalities with them.
P.G.: Did, was there ever any problem in talking to the foreigners, did they, for they, you, could they speak English well enough for you to understand them?
C.M.: Oh yeah, you could start understanding, you could understand them, but they talk to you like, “well, we always talk that way.” They talk to you and say, you could understand them.
P.G.: I see.
C.M.: If you worked with them long enough you would understand them. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: They could, they don’t speak too good English, but I don’t speak too good English myself. 
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: So that makes it, it makes us even I guess.
P.G.: Uh huh. Do you remember how much they were paying you back then, when you?
C.M.: I thought you would get around to that sooner or later, I worked for ten hours. Three dollars and thirty cents, ten long hours. No week. We used to work ten hours. I used to work ten hours. Well, they had what you call I used to work ten hours, but they had something they used to call, a little tonnage you used to make, but I used to make this only ten hours and three dollars and thirty cents.
P.G.: Uh huh. 
C.M.: And that was way back into thirty-two or so, [unintelligible, 26:49-26:51] come in.  But ten hours, not, no eight, ten.
P.G.: Uh huh. Did they make you work steadily through there? Did they give you breaks? 
C.M.: We had to wait, listen - the job we had. We had to have spells. We’re human. We had to have spells.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: We couldn't make it. You, we were still like whenever we catch up on a change over. We didn't have nothing else do until they change over. They may change over. May take time or so, to change over, but when they change over to, from one thing to another one. And then while we had some time, after hours, truly my schedule, they have people while they had to go out there and cut a little scrap or something. But we had spells. 
P.G.: I see.
C.M.: We had to have spills. We couldn’t work a job like that without spells.
P.G.: Would they give you some time to eat during that ten hour period? Would they close the mill, or would they put another crew on? 
C.M.: Oh no. They never go. We always had the same crew until another crew come on. We worked ten hours, you know, and then the other crew come on, and they would go home, that was a small mill while working there.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: So, eight hours, nobody would come until, well Roosevelt once started at eight hours.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: It was in ten hours. He was ten to twelve. If they wanted to wait from twelve to twelve, they had some special, you would get twelve hours until the other man come.
P.G.: So, you never got a chance to eat anything when you were working there, I mean during your ten-hour shift, they wouldn't give you any time to eat any lunch or dinner? 
C.M.: There’s no lunch period at the time. At that time, we haven't worked here, because we all had spells. So, we did that and we’d all spell. See, we had, he would always do like, two pools, you know, I wait so long and then make God wait so long, ten men like that, we threw that way. 
P.G.: Oh, okay.
C.M.: Yeah.
P.G.: Well, how did the union change, change that? But can you, what do you think is the biggest change that the union made in all that?
C.M.: Well, the biggest change the union made is that you got workers’ representation. If you was in power with some they would see that be a power to it, and then you didn't have to be afraid of the boss you see. Because I tell you, if you wanted to.
P.G.: Go ahead
C.M.: Well, when the union come in, is started getting reputation, if you was in power, suddenly you knew it.
P.G.: Alright.
C.M.: Because before the union come in, Take, for instance, you, you didn't like me, and you pick me out. You see, we used to be, they used to be like pushers. They would pick out the gang you wanted. The boss would come down and say, well, he said, “This one doesn't go with me” and this one just go with him, and that's the way he did. Now, yeah, my you might not like me. I might be a good worker, but if you don't like me, why you wouldn’t take me.
P.G.: Right.
C.M.: You understand?
P.G.: Yeah. Uh huh.
C.M.: That disappeared with all of that.
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: Because, you know, you've been on jobs, and sometimes a guy might not like you by your color.
P.G.: Right.
C.M.: It had been that way, by the colors of their skin some of them workers they didn't like. Of course, they would fold it voices and then amount of time they had gotten their [unintelligible 30:33-30:34]. You see that one thing the union did change, and I will follow that. It changes you, man, it gets me an intelligence because I worked for a lot of time, they couldn't, I don't guess they could read as good as me or wasn't good at me. They didn't know how to put your numbers down, but he was white.
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: It's true. 
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: Might well if you were asking me, you asking the man to tell you the truth? 
P.G.: Sure.
C.M.: And that's what I'm telling you. I'm just putting it out to you like it is.
P.G.: Yeah. 
C.M.: And they would say, well, you got this gang, but now if this young pusher will like you well enough to make you push it in, he’d give you a gang. So, you did.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: Both things were sort of iron out to a better position. Didn't have a right to speak up for yourself. You know, you used to couldn't talk back to a boss. If you talked back the boss. You got a yellow slip, at least a pink slip. 
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: He said you wouldn't. Would you get a pusher? See that they got it where the pusher couldn't buy you. They'll buy a lot of fellows, because they just didn't like me because they would speak back
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: You know, you know some people you know, and before, you can't talk back. If you thought you were white, you can't say nothing, say something, you don't say nothing.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: If you wrong, then that's wrong.
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: Well, the union changed a lot of that.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: For here, something because I was stood for about twenty-some-odd years myself.
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: And so, I see a lot of little things were changing. I've been with these fellows a good while and the union brought in some promises and brought in a promise that the man was seniority, which you before you couldn't tell nothing, no more about a seniority, those things, he put anybody he wanted on a job. Seniority, like you don't like me. I'll never be nothing but a laborer. So that's the way that is, his tool for life. That's the way it was.
P.G.: Uh huh. Uh huh.
C.M.: Because most of the job would work like that. Just saying, Say what you want, more to one like, say, you got a, I got a boy, bring him in. The same way in construction,
P.G.: Yeah. Yeah.
C.M.: Those things had happened, but the union trying to break up those things for one, thing for two. 
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: And that's a good thing about the union.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: The seniority of the man, or regardless of what it is, the union said, If I've been here, you've been here and you had done a good job, I don't care what color you are, you should have a position. If you have a seniority, and you can do that job. You should have it. 
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: I believe in them policies.
P.G.: Right. When did you first get involved with the union? Do you remember that?
C.M.: Me?
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: When it first started the union during 1936, I was one, I was in the street with the union, and I was helping build the union for exactly and so on.
P.G.: Right.
C.M.: Because I know the unions should mean something to me, Because I figured that to be the only way to do any good for black man, is to belong to a union. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: Now, I know way back in time, days they used to use my people's work to break strikes. I don't like that. I don't want to break strikes. I don't want to make a job bad for you.
P.G.: Right.
C.M.: I want to make it good for me and you.
P.G.: Right. Can you tell me how you got involved with the union?
C.M.: Well, I got involved with, want me to tell you I got involved with the union?
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: Well when it started, start a union. The company had; they were trying to start a union of their own.
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: You know, the company tried to start a union, and the union tried to start a union. And I don't wait for the company. Nobody noticed about the company, got a union, and I was in bad shape, so I didn't think I’d want to belong to that. So, I didn't belong to that, I joined the Union. I would I think it was gonna help everybody. And that's what I thought was, if the company that just said that ws a union to own, then the bylaws that they have, another part of the board, didn't vote for me. But the bylaws, Union, [unintelligible 35:00-35:06] Ain't nothing, no political about bylaws.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: But if you got your own laws then, take Mr. Westgard a minute. I have my own law and don't have no respect for nobody but me. I'm still ain't no good.
P.G.: Right.
C.M.: So, I stayed up in the union, so I will need a [unintelligible 35:26-35:27]. So, before they had to,
P.G.: Did you go down to an office to sign up, or somebody give you a card and ask you to sign up, or, how did it work? 
C.M.: It worked like this. He was out there, somebody was out there with the union, would ask you “did you want to belong to the union?” with a little card with “did you want to join?” And they had little places that they could go and sit and talk about it, and what things are going to happen. And I do remember the wayward in the union. I know that was good for people's and so, talking about this union to see how, whatever they all they had. So, I said, well, they were, they were good for workers. So, it's got to be good for us. And fellas would tell me, so, my God, tell me, so that would stop y'all from breaking strike was and we all joined hands in a brotherhood. 
P.G.: Hm.
C.M.: So, this like this brotherhood, join them. I was like, “yeah I could do this” and like this, so I joined. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: So, I joined it, gave me some good ideas, and I joined. And then they told me what I would have to do. 
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: The [unintelligible 36:52-36:53] would have a try to fight, keep other people out, talk to other people to try to get them sideways.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: And so I joined, and I was out there with him.
P.G.: Was there, do you remember if there was any one, one person who, who really persuaded you to join? Do you remember, or was it just -
C.M.: Well, it's just like you have a meeting in the street and people talk, and you listen the way they talk.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: They will stand, have places in the street, and they will stand up and talk the union. They will come up to the Hill and start talking.
P.G.: They would come up to the Hill District?
C.M.: Oh yeah, come up to the Hill District, you know, to talk about the union, and steel work for the union. And the union where everybody said, what cause it did. It was trying to get the skills there, but pretty soon it was gonna be a union for [unintelligible 37:44-37:45], everything. And it did what got to be true. 
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: So pretty soon it's gonna be union. Everything won't be union. There's not time for everybody that belong to a union.
P.G.: Mhm. Was there a particular place in the Hill District where they would go to talk, where you could -
C.M.:  No, just like I say to you, you would just talk to that woman. And after so many guys get together, why didn't we get together and then other people would talk, after he get you to represent somebody, didn't we get all those clothes together, just like you trying to get them together now, and talk about these things, like he was talking now.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: Talked it over about it.
P.G.: Uh huh. Would they, would these be black men who would come up to the Hill? 
C.M.: Black and white, was no difference in the color of ‘em. 
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: They were trying to be in the union. They was trying to get them all in the union, if they had to get all White people in the union, might imagine. If I was white man, they would know, you know, you think what I got to live too.
P.G.: Right.
C.M.: So, I'd be a strikebreaker, but we're not.
P.G.: Sure. Right.
C.M.: Whatever would I be.
P.G.: That's right, that's the way it was before the union.
C.M.: What else could I be? If I couldn't work for free, and I had to keep me in a box car going to work somewhere to make me a living, I got a family to take care of too. See, you could tempt people to do a lot of things, but people just, everybody's human. This is one thing that is wrong with the people today. If people would put so much by the color of one another’s skin, this would be a better world we’d live in.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: Because God put us all on this earth, and we've all got to live, we put all creatures I live in, everything on, you know, the first thing, one thing I say, I want, look at the history of people. And, you know, it's a funny thing, animals get along better than we are and we're supposed to be educated.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: It's a funny thing. When an animal kills somebody, he kills them to eat them. We kill people. We ain't gonna eat them or nothing.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: And that don't make more sense to me.
P.G.: Right. That's right.
C.M.: That really don't make no sense. Sometimes I think we're too educated. It's true. I think the people are getting too educated, Too much education. Look like it means straight hate between people.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: But someday there’s going to be a change in people. I think that it will take the young generation to change it.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: We all people still got that bad in, but I think the young, young people, I look at them, they get along a little bit better. They may be fighting, the city, fighting, and everything else.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: But it's gonna have to take this, the Bible, speaking these things, gonna take all these things that create people to understand.
P.G.: Mhm. 
C.M.: Because I tell you the truth. It's pretty rough.
P.G.: Did, was there one part of the mill, one department of the mill, that people, when you were, when the union was just getting on its feet back then that was particularly known for being in favor of the union? It was stronger than the other, maybe other departments in the mill?
C.M.: Oh, you mean, I am trying to get the idea, what you mean was more? I don’t know what you mean.
P.G.: I meant, let's say maybe, did anybody ever talk about let's say the open-hearth department is being particularly strong for the union, or maybe the shipping department was not, was known to be against the union.
C.M.: Well.
P.G.: Did anybody?
C.M.: Well in all departments, you'll find a few people who’s, don't see eye to eye. That said we had to work it all there. 
P.G.: Right.
C.M.: [unintelligible, 41:45-41:49] If all us see’d eye to eye, workers wouldn't get no rules with it. 
P.G.: Right.
C.M.: That's the way that it goes. You're gonna, you're gonna find in their open-hearth department something like didn't want to belong to the union. They come work this part in my department, although they were coming all down to you in both black, if everybody had to see eye to eye, they wouldn't have to be kind of forceful. They wouldn't have crossed, have no picket line. Do you think they would have to have a picket line for people not to wait if we all in this morning, we could say, well, it's none of us not going in. Don't need no picket lines.
P.G.: That’s right.
C.M.: Nobody would never go in regardless of that line. This is the full force of union. 
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: Some people don't, don't want to strike, and I wouldn't say they don't want to strike, but they think about their family, they might not stand this fight.
P.G.: Mhm, mhm.
C.M.: Everybody can't stand. Everybody can't stand and fight. I know a lot of times we need to fight, but I had to be weak. 
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: So, get a better benefit.
P.G.: Uh huh. Uh huh.
C.M.: Well, you'll find that won't be true. They would tell you that wouldn’t be true, not only back in them days, well today, you can look at the football field, they crossed the picket line at night. So that won't be. That gonna be, it always will be.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: You can't change that.
P.G.: Did it when you were getting this Steel Workers’ Union together, did anybody ever talk about the 1919 steel strike? Ever hear it mentioned?
C.M.: About what?
P.G.: The 1919 Steel Strike.
C.M.: Oh yeah, want me to talk about that? When the police used to beat you with the what you call them, nails and what they said, they don't think that would ever happen no more in history. Why? Sure. They used to have what a company would be. They used to beat, a lot of people got killed. But most anytime you're trying to build something, somebody would get killed. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: And it's just the way it is. So, some people just got done watching hard. I don't think it's fair to kill nobody because they wanted to work, but there's a lot of people who kill you.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: And so that's the way it is. But I don't know part of nothing like that.
 P.G.: So, they did used to talk about it sometimes?
C.M.: Well, they explained, we know that they explained to a time, maybe it was, won't be tough, but what we were, thank God it didn't know that we didn't have to strike your head back in 1919, when you were struck to death. 
P.G.: Right. Well, you said that in ‘38 when they took down the Upper Mill, you got transferred to Labor Department?
C.M.: In 1938. I was transferred to the Labor Department in 1938.
P.G.: Was your job in the Labor Department a worse job than the one you had in the Upper Mill?
C.M.: Oh, it was a harder job than the one I had at the upper mill.
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: Of course, my job at the upper mill was a steel job.
P.G.: Right. 
C.M.: And at the Labor Department I had, the one from one foot road, I want Jack Hamilton, thing I was told to do, I did, 
P.G.: Right. Well, why? Why did they do that? Why do they demote you? I mean, the union was in.
C.M.: Well, I tell you something. Now can come now, you coming down the back, when it worked as hard small mill wheels, they had the problem, and well, the whites had a chance to get the best jobs, and so they got em’.  Because otherwise, with my ill of my divorce is something the same place that they stripped me of, they was working over there, and I was sent up, but I couldn't get the job. But I was, the man, if he did today, but he and I live in the day when I went up there and he said that I was told they didn't know who I was until I come in office. 
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: And the man was a nice guy. He told me that Mr. Midas that I was told, and he was a very intelligent man.
END OF TAPE ONE
START OF TAPE TWO
Clarence Myricks: I said he knew me, tell the truth because it’s the color of my skin. That's the reason I had to go to the Labor Department. So, I take over there. 
Peter Gottlieb.: Hm.
C.M.: But otherwise, I would have been in the strip mill. I know guys now get anyone tired, with very good friends. I was over some of them, but they got a job in the strip mill, but I couldn't get a job in the strip mill.
P.G.: And this was after the union was in the mill?
C.M.: Was, sure it was after the union was in the mill. 
P.G.: Didn't you -
C.M.: Let me see was it after the union was in, yeah it was in early 1936, Yeah, the union just had got in then, hadn’t been that long by then,1936, thirty-seven, so the union had been in there for two years.
P.G.: Uh huh. Well, could you have taken this case to the Union? I mean -
C.M.: Well, at the time, at the time, it wouldn't work like, I talked to people, and maybe you don't know this, Mellon bought that, loaned that money, as long as he had that money in there, he didn't want black men in there.
P.G.: Where, had the money in where?
C.M.: They borrowed the money or something. He owned the money on some kind of a time, that's what I heard, I don't know whether it’s true or or not, but I didn't see it in paper. But that was in, that was the talk. And, you know, I don't know enough, because I didn't see no papers, and I can't guarantee it was true.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: But that was said.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: You know, that he, the only time they could buy that money to him, that as long as he normally they owed him, no black man would ever work in there, unless he come in there like a laborer or something known in them job.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: I know now I didn't go in there. 
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: So, to me, it might have been true, but it something in that now, [unintelligible 2:00-2:02] at least at the time.
P.G.: Uh huh. So, you worked in the Labor Department from 1938 on.
C.M.: Labor department from 1938 on, only doing different jobs, at least I worked the labor head contracted. Old miles I was in old miles from here. I was all over.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: Because he wouldn’t, the Labor Department supplied the men until they got, until they established the department, before they established the department seniority, the laborers. That's why he [unintelligible 2:38-2:43] about before they. Before they started department seniority. It took, well, I don't know how, what year they started in, but anyhow, we was in the Labor Department. Just like all those we demand, they were supply, our good old house would follow. Well, our old house didn't have a labor department. But you think now, I think every department got a labor department.
P.G.: I see. Uh huh.
C.M.: At that time, it didn't. The general labor had all labors.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: We all supplied from there to know, you know, from different department.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: If they were seniors, need a man to Labor Department, the board, Labor Department, would send you there.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: And we would supply them. That would call us general laborers. We always would be supplied. And then a lot of guys would go to a place, and they would take a job, and they would say, you know, that's better we get a job. And they say that.
P.G.: Mhm. Did you, were you ever laid off during the Depression in the 1930s?
C.M.: In the Depression, we were all laid off. We had like this we would, older man would like when he started at a department, older man would get, I said, two days, and they would get a young man one day. I was young when he was, they, the company supposed to supply food. A single man got nothing, but a mad man, he gets something, somewhat it was given out. So the same man had to do like [unintelligible 4:25-4:26] and live off, sweat it out by putting you, get someplace else. But they will give you a one day to pay you, the union, something like that. You get a day, so you keep paying and stuff like that.
P.G.: Mhm, mhm. Do you, did you try to get another job during that time?
C.M.: Yeah, I tried to get another job. I worked at another job. I found another job. 
P.G.: Oh yeah.
C.M.: I used to work down at the [unintelligible 4:53-4:54] Drug Store for fifteen dollars a week. Did I ever try to get another job? I've been had two jobs quite all my whole life. I work at the ballpark right now.
P.G.: Are you still working down there?
C.M.: I still work at the ballpark for a time. I work at the ballpark. I had a son, didn't want him to be like me. 
P.G.: Ah.
C.M.: I want him to have a college education.
P.G.: Uh huh. 
C.M.: I didn't want my son to come up like I did.
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: And I worked, it took two jobs for me to give my son an education. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: A lot of people said I was crazy, but I thought I wasn’t
P.G.: Mhm, uh huh.
C.M.: I worked it up with me into the lord. So, he can be helping us up and working two jobs I work with the ballpark as a janitor. As a janitor. I used to leave one job and go right to the other one.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: I've done it for thirty some years.
P.G.: Mhm. And part of the time you were working at a drugstore. 
C.M.: Oh, well, I worked back then, that was when the Depression was on, and I got a job down at that drug store, no more. But they got a, that down there, that same common building I worked, down there and worked as a dish washer. I used to wash the dishes down there at night.
P.G.: Mhm, mhm.
C.M.: Washed dishes. You can’t give up, you have to keep on trying.
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: I’m one of the type who don’t give up.
P.G.: Yeah, so you always had work during the Depression.
C.M.: But during the depression, if I looked that hard for something, if it was a little something that you do, I was there to do it, every man would give it to me.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: I never did. You want to know the truth? I never been on welfare in my life. Never.
P.G.: That's saying something for the time you came through.
C.M.: Never been on welfare in my life, never. 
P.G.: When did, when did you get married?
C.M.: Got married. I was married twice. I didn't stay with one of my women, but I got married back in nineteen-thirty something I just, the year, I have to look at the year, getting old.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: But I got married back there.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: And I married a good woman,
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: And she worked like our way, we believe in doing what we're supposed to do.
P.G.: Did you join a church in Pittsburgh? 
C.M.: I joined a church in Pittsburgh. I joined the church in the South. Everywhere I go, I joined a church. I look for a church.
P.G.: Uh huh, what church do you belong to now?
C.M.: Calvin Baptist.
P.G.: Is that the one that you first joined, when you came to Pittsburgh?
C.M.: No, when I first came here, I joined, let me see, I don't, kind of can't say the name or nothin’, know it well, but I joined Calvin Baptist, where my wife was, that church room look like it wasn't gonna be built no more. 
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: She belongs there, and I belong, so I went to that one.
P.G.: Have you ever belonged to any lodges or fraternal Association?
C.M.: Mmm, I am a Mason.
P.G.: You belong to any other lodges, besides the Masons?
C.M.: Besides what? 
P.G.: Besides the Masons?
C.M.: Well, you mean, like NAACP, or something like that? 
P.G.: Any organization chair or the Elks, or, you know, any of those.
C.M.: Nah, I was gonna say, well, I don't have an NAACP membership, I just paid it, because it seemed to be helping my people, that’s all.
P.G.: Oh. Did you belong to the NAACP back in the thirties? Do you remember back then?
C.M.: No, back in the thirties, no. Back in the thirties, I couldn't belong to nothing. I didn't have no money to belong to anything. At least I would that. Yeah, everything I had, I couldn't, I needed it.
P.G.: Right Are you still living up in the Hill now, or have you moved?
C.M.: No, I've been out of the Hill. I own a house in East Liberty.
P.G.: East Liberty?
C.M.: Yeah. 
P.G.: Did you li-
C.M.: Did I live in the Hill?
P.G.: I was gonna ask you, did you live in many different places in Pittsburgh or did you move-
C.M.: I never lived in too many different places because I stayed in the Hill until I bought in East liberty.
P.G.: I see.
C.M.: And I've been in East Liberty ever since, yeah. 
P.G.: Well, the last question I would have to ask you is when you look back on your life now, do you think that you've been pretty successful in working your way up? And -
C.M.: I think so. I looked up to God, and me, I think I was pretty successful because I thank him for my health and my strength.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: And I’m able to eat, and I'm able to sleep.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: And I'm feeling I have no done, nobody wrong if I do, I'm sorry.
P.G.: Alright.
C.M.: So that's the way I look back at my life. 
P.G.: Uh huh. 
C.M.: The only thing I look up to God, to let me live as long as I did.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: And I appreciate him.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: Because he I think he is the cause of me doing he said, you make one step, and he make two. 
P.G.: Mhm. 
C.M.: And when I needed something, I made a step towards that. He made the other one. I didn't make it.
P.G.: Uh huh. 
C.M.: See God can look on down upon other man and make him look at you. And then, I always will appreciate what God done for me when I went into place in the man, and I always remember that man named Jack, when I went in the place I had prayed that night in Export to help me find me something, I didn't, I had little money, but I still had enough money to last a little while.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: But I don't know how long we were gonna last.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: And so I walk in that place, I think he spoke to that man for me, because he had said that was all.
P.G.: Right.
C.M.: And I said one word. I said, “Well, every time I go to a place, a man say that's all.” And I started to do what he told me, you come back and talk to me again. 
P.G.: Yeah. 
C.M.: And he asked me, could I stay with you? I told him, yeah. That's why God started me on my way.
P.G.: Mhm. You said that when you were young, you were out to make money, like a lot of young people are. Do you feel like you ever, you ever satisfied yourself, you know, in making money?
C.M.: Well, I said, for everybody, nobody know, be satisfied making money because you take like, I'll say, you take like the president, things he's doing.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: He must not have been satisfied, that he would have just stopped every million cents said, after two million dollars he should have been satisfied. But since the other people want too much money, I never want too much money. I just wanted enough money to take care of my family, supply my wife that she needs, the things that we need.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: And I think I've had some of the things that we needed.
P.G.: Uh huh. You think that the all the years of work that you put in in your life have been able to provide you with the things that you need of you and your family?
C.M.: Well, right. Without looking at the things that I shouldn't have, like some people won't think that they ain't got no business with no way. 
P.G.: What about, well, you mentioned your son, and you said that you wouldn't want your son to come up the way you did. Have you been able to help him that way?
C.M.:  Well, He’s been a fine son. Yeah, been able to help him. He got a home. He lived in places where, one time, my son lived in Staten Island, and he’s a school teacher and his wife’s a school teacher.
P.G.: Saying he's always just like I am.
C.M.: And he got to go some place.
P.G.: Uh huh.
C.M.: He's still going some kind of stage in more education. He'll never get enough.
P.G.: Uh huh. Did you ever want to leave the mill here to try and get yourself a better job? 
C.M.: Well, I can tell you a little story about that, okay? My wife, she got a job. She worked in the [unintelligible 13:30-13:21].
P.G.: At [unintelligible 13:32-13:32].
C.M.: And, yeah, back in the war time.
P.G.: Building boats.
C.M.: And so, she's pretty smart. So, she started welding. She was making more money than me, a lot of men. And she said to me one day, she said, “Honey, why don't you come on, go down to [unintelligible 13:51-13:52].
P.G.: I said, “Well, I don't know. I've been thinking about it.”
C.M.: So, I thought about it between me and all, I said to her, by the next morning, I said to her, I said, “Well, look.” I said, “[unintelligible 14:08-14:09] is a wartime job.” I said, “a mill lifetime job”, I guess. “And I don't have a great education, and it'd be better for me to take you and make thirty dollars a week, and you make what you make in the week. You making seventy dollars a week, mostly, double time here. You take care of your old, and I still supply the house. It gonna be better time for me, I see better times coming.”
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: And when things happen, and the things happen, the time went on. She said I was right, because I know a lot of guys quit when they away from the mill, it went away and they lost their seniority. I lost no seniority.
P.G.: Right, sure.
C.M.: How come? Back at the mill, I worked forty-one years, certainly longer than them. [unintelligible 15:06-15:08].
P.G.: Forty-one years. 
C.M.: That's what he said there, that’s what he gave me. That's all it did give me, but I got that, so take him, get enough payment to take care of me for now, to live happily for the next few years.
P.G.: Well, I don't, I don't. I've gotten to the end of the questions I had to ask you if, if you thought of anything else about your life that you think it'd be, you know, important for us to know about. We'd appreciate you telling us about it, but otherwise, I don't have any further questions. 
C.M.: Well, my life. You mean, if I ever thought anything about my life, that, what do you mean if I had to die and come back all over, would I live the same life? 
P.G.: Yeah.
C.M.: Why, sure.
P.G.: You would.
C.M.: I live the same life, because I never been in an ordeal in my life.
P.G.: Mhm.
C.M.: But I’d live the same life.
P.G.: Well, thank you very much.
C.M.: You're welcome. I know -
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