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The Negro sections,

and often the aam Ppractically all

new groups on first coming to Pittsbur

The average size oi the Negro study
consisted of 4.03 perscus. This the size of
the Negro family found by V. C. Wright in a =t of %

Hill di

strict in 1927.

rooms occupied by

ro family
was 3.79 rooms; the average number of persons per room
was le05; and the average number of families per dwell=-

ing was l.13. Specifically, 13 families occupied two

amilies occupied three room dwelling

room dwellings; 30 f

four room dwellings; 22 families

milies oc

occupied five room dwellings; pied six

room dwelli

ilies occupied dwellings

iellings studied, 21 h

de water; 153 had
electric lights; 2d furnaces

Tor heatinge.

The average earnings of the male the household

$27.09 per weeke This is slightly less than the $28.72

given by the Pen

18ylvania Department of Labor, for Pitts-
burgh, as of the week ending December 15, 1928, and based
on the earnings of 59,506 Pittsburgh wage earners. The

most frequent weekly v

e was $25, which was received by
46 men; twenty-four men received less; and 1
this amounte

more than

-10-
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The minimum weekly wage was $10 and the maximom was
£68475.
The average weekly income of the 227 families was
$32.02. This amount is made up of the earnings of the
head of the household, augmented oy e¢ earnings of the
housewife in 41 instances; F the children in 37 in-
vy incoue from leodgers in 78 househol
ngle instance, by alimony of $25 per monthe.
ily income most frequently reported was $25 - by 35
nilies; thirty-Tfive T i eported less, and 153
than this amount. The minimum family in-
come was $10, and the maximum family income {85 per week.
median income wes $31.0C per weekes
av ce reni per room per month paid by
milies v $8.93. The range of rents w
of $11.50 per month for & twe-room dwelling to a
maximum of $100 per month for @ ing twelve
The median monthly rent 8 $38.00.
These Negro families pay on the age 24.4% of their
income for rente. The pecrceent: paid varies
size of the dwelling occupied. For the two-room dwelli

it is 20.8%; for the thre m dwellings 25.8%; for the

llings 29.3%; for the five-room dvellings

or the six=room dwellirgs 30.9%.
0f the 200 male workers included in this study, 63 are
reported as skilled workers or salaried employees, aad

137 as unskilled workerse
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In order that the reader may get a clearer picture of

the conditions described, it is felt necessary to state the

time when the information was secured. e study began on

January 2nd, 1929, and was continued almost daily

out Jenuary, February, and izrche These months T

the coldest part of the winter, and, as a result ny condi=

ist at another

tions were found

hich would probably not ez

Among these inconveniences may be mentioned

which had burst in ba

frozen which lead to
and in a few instances water irozen on the Ilcors oI cellars

and basementse

Six houses were found in the 2900 block on Bedford

tn water frozen to the inside valls. This condi-

Avenue

by "sweating" of

tion, the tenants explained,vas
the walls while the gas stoves were in usej the moisture Iroze

after the stoves were shut off. In four of the six instauces,

the rooms with the frozen walls were used for sleeping pur-
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Households
2n dwellir isited,
z1re 1017 persons. nre red and eighty-one of these
in the Kour-
corted

iich 37,725

Negroes.

ht

wae deffreult

Lbut twe rocms".

could work

$47.50
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two hundred and

the 180 lodgers were

The avergge size

exacil

%5 manY <
o iA’F7,

TABLE
gk
ITION CF 218 MILIE I HILL DISTRICT

Humber
U

composition

1=

n and six

VWoian and one

n and Ifour

VWoman and five chil

Vioman and seven

Total

1.

Two households were rented by
by women alonee
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included vnusable toilets, inade-

eaky roofs, uroken v v pan noles in

built, toile
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number

Cvers

175

sDwel sbwel:Dwel:Dvel:Dvel:Bwel:€:

-rmst

3

T

One person per room

¢ 5 ¢3L 13 317

o

an 2368 3

t More than one, less th

55 = 13 :

98 ¢ 8 18

3_Three persons per room

s Two persons per roocm
H

3_More than 3,less_than 4 3

13 B L3 $ s

13 ¢ 30 $123 ¢ 32 ¢ 25 3

s

s

3 Four persons per room

3227
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(A) Range of

Before dis




or 15.9%,

is thus noted that 74.5%,

2s %0 $35.79:

: 340, to $44.99: 30




1t might prove interestiing to compere this average of

$8.93 per room per month with figures compiled for FPittsburgh

at other times, and with figurcs from other northern citiese

Co Wright, who incluced 212 Negro families in his study

the Hill district in 1927, found that these families

pa.
average of $7.39 per room ver month. It must be noted

that nearly all of his families were at or below the mergin
evidenced by the fact they had applied
for ef within

following table sliows

ent of Welfare in 19258

TABLE VII
COMPARATTVE RENTS

VE RENTS Pl SHED RCOM

PAID B TS WHITES

V. C» Wrightt The social Asvect of Housing
Negro Survey of Pennsylvania, p.







