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TEE NEW NEGRO WORKER IN PITTSBURGH

Introduction

3ix years have elapsed since Mr, Abram Epstein made a

purtial study of the"Negro Migrant in i'itts‘burgh."(l) Since

the

gration of 1916-17 which cailed forth that study, ime

migration labor wupon

ich the basic industries of the Norgh
have depended for unskilled workere has been further restricted

by the quota 1

of 1921, and increased producticn in these

basie industriesc with a boom in the building trades huve oce

> of thesa@ conditions, northern industries as in

fhen labor was scarce and productive demands

this demund for laborers, Negroes leit the Bouth for morthern

industrial centers in nuwbers wnich overshadowed any increment

gained by these districts from previous m g;ration.(z)

This present treatise does not pretend %o be an intensive

and comprehensive s of

the Negro workers who have migrated ®

Fitteburgh district, Itsaim is tc precent a cross-section of

the industrial, eivic and social problems of the colered workers,

(1) Vid, The Negro ligrant in Pittsburgh = by A, ipstein, Dept,
of leonomies University of Pittsburgh - 1918

(2) ™e bLept. or Labor es ed that 478,700 Negroes left the
South between Sept. 1922 - Aug, 1923,
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accantuated as they are by the recent influx of southsrn Hegroes.
But as some consideration should be given the causes that contri-
bu.e to possibly the preatest mass movement of a single folk in
history, we shall digress from the central theme 1o sketch briéefly
by wey of introduction these factors.

A study in the shift of the American population from the
rural to the urban sectlons raeveals, (1) that the urbanization of
the Negro population although beginning relatively late is prim-

arily and fundementally o corollary to the extensions of machine

Industry

7, on the one hand and (2), the lack of economic freedom

and the non-agsgurance of a margin of subsistence under the one-crop-

share system of the apricultural South. (3} These fnétors which

stressed either as economic or socinl in the degrse that the inter-

pre ion of fact variss with ilhsoretical bies, underlis t

odic movaments of the liegro people #incs the Civil War. Not only

hupg the movement of the rural llegroc vopulation shown ths presenc

of these factors, but the gouthern whites In their more rapid and
widespread change in rasidence have likewise emphaslized them. In

1910, according to the census reporis only 15 percent of the liegro

nide of the ata

population of the South was residing ouw of nati-

¥, as compared with 20.7 percent native white southerners. In

1926‘*:‘3‘0:)01"?,101'. had risen to 18.9 percent and 21 percent reepec-

tively.

.\
(3) Prof. F.S. Chapin "Soeinl Heonomy”, poge 104, sttributes the
povaerty of the South to itslack of accumlated capital, result-
ing from the eluve recima.

(4) Vid. Seroggs - Journal of Political Eeonomy - Vol. XXI
Page 1034-1043.




“aken by and large the misraition which has been goiag on
for the last 26 yoars is prinarily a city ward movement and
ingidentally a shift to the Northa. Ix. J, R. Commone racom-

nized this in 1910 when he said that although in 10 southemn

cities the proportion of the colored was almost exactly in
1890 as i1t had been in 1860 - viz., 36 percent, yet in 16

other citiss the proportion of c¢olored population incressed

5
from 19 percent in 1860 to 29 percent in 1890. (61 In a

8imilar manner certain llegro Students of the Negro migruiion

have cnlled attention to this much nsplected zspect of the

mipgratiions. (e) According to Honroe l. vork,editor of the

Hopro Year Book, the so celled mipration to the llorth s a
no‘vcmr;m‘of Hegroes to the citles botlh liorth and south, (7

Hr. Work points out that the increase of Negro urban population
in the South during 1910-20 was 396,000 or 56,000 mors than the
incresse of liegroos for the ssme period in the North from the
South of 546,260. It should be noted in this connection that

the paveity of manufacturing and allied ocenpations of tine south-
ern cities prohibited the assimvlation of the growing increments
of labor thrown off by the forms. (8)  paslure to obtain work in

the Zouthern cities oxr the payment of relatively low wages in

"am. ~ Races and Immigrants in America
Vid. Chas. 5. Johnson - How Much 1s the iligrotion a F’lt;eht
from Parsecution - Opportunity, Sept. 1923. {
7) Monroe N. Vork - Opportunity, "ab. 1924 -~ pape 41
8) The dominance of apriculture and the lack of corrasg nndm_z
industrial processes is emphaclized by kr. » Emith, ‘&,
outhern planter as the iounth's grentest handicap - !n;—ld'
vk, Jan 1924.

mde

places where work was to be had, meant that upon the occurrence

of labor chortoges in the liorth in 1916-18 when thousands of
foreigners forsook imerican indusirles to join their brothers
in amms; or in 1922-27 when the foreign labor market was cut off

by the immigration law after recovery from depreseion the Negro

readily responded to the call of norithern industriee, realiz
that in answering it he simultaneously secursd for himeelf &
suraer economic position and advanced & step toward social well-
being.

The movemsnt of Negroes to the Noxth is not to the whole

section but to the main industrial dis

ricts. It is etriking
that 73.4 percent of the lNegro populatior of the Norsh or

1,139,505 ie living in ten industrinl districts as follo'.'»'e:rg)

Indianapolis District -—-—- --47,5560
Datroit-TQledo e T 55,918
Clevslsnd-Younpstown " e 8,850
{ansas City o
Pittsburgh ik

Colwabus=-Cincinnati "

St.Touis R RN S ARSI 102, 607
Chicago L S e 31,580
Philadelphia 3 Sl 248,343

New York B --251,340

Total for 10 Dictricts -15139,506

(9) Vid. Monrove W. Work - Opportunity, February 1924 Page 41.



That this tondency to cluster about a few industrial centers
carries in its wake a chain of housing, health, vice and crime
problems and sets up new inter-rocial suspicicns and misunder-

gtondings is a sane foracast. MUay hap the srowing trend of

industries to eprend to the more thinly populated towns that

111 tend to decentralize

surround tke larger urb:n centers W
{he Fegro population which is now concentrated in a few large
urban communities.

Finally, whether the problem he viewed scademically or in
the 11ght of social consciousress OF civic pride, itse parallelism
to the technical daevelopment of the country and recurring vicis-
citudes of the economic ordexr should never be loet sight of. Fut
to further emphasize these econonic implications of the niprations

om the fouth would be to walse & wholu Bariss of

of liegroes

auestions involving inteneive +1pticnl snnlyses and thus obscure

an investigation of the

tha main purpose of the thesie, vi

menty - -
hendicaps and molad jus®,rorulting from the Hegro's sudden change

in community 1ife and habit csused by thie industrial movement.
"ho 2ittsburgh district, aus one would ba led teo believe by virtue
of ite complex industriul structdre and ite prest acceseione of
llegro workers in racent yenrs, presants in microcosm the social

nroblens of these newcomers to the industrisl lNorth.

R IN PIYTSBURGH

ohe history of Pitteburgh ie perhs as much involved with

the periodic movements of the Negro population ns that of sny

center in the Union. From the early deys of the Underground Reil-

1

road when Neproes clandestinely eought 1phia and Pitis zh
ae havens of refuge, t0 move rocent times whim gre .t musses of them
heve been hurled northward, as it were, by the concussiong which

iseusd ag the northexn Industrial system e¢laghed ngainst the landed
order of the South, Pennsylvania hus received its suote of Hepgroes
in fair proportion to the incresuses in othar horthern stotes. To-

d the cities of Philadolphia and Pitisburgh contain the bulk of

Niegro population in the stute. Philadelphia conisins 47 percent

of the totol number of Heproes

compnred with 21 of the totsl

stote population. Add Ritteburph and we have accounted for 60 per
cent of the Negro populstion of Zennsylvanic. (10)

iccording o the 1920 Census tables the Nesro population of
2llephony County, Pennsylvaniu, inexausaed from B.4 parccut of the
totel county populntion in 1910 to 4.5 percent in 1920 (see takle 1,
below for comparison). In other words ihe liegro population for
+he diutrict increaged in the decade 1910-20 about 1.1 percent in
the total populution. The significence of thie 1.1 percent in-

crease may be better seen in tuble 2.

(10) Vid. Abstract igsued by Dept. of Labor, March 1924 -
J. Ae Hill, Bureau of Labor Statistics.




fable I
orenmed 13,1 peraent durin the deande 1910=20, the Hegre popus

Diatrdbution of Fopulutisn dn Allegheny County
iation for the smme poriod inoreaned 62,2 peroent, Of aourse

Avcording to Jnoe (1)
thin phonomenal growth in Negre population 18 not in any large

mensure due 6o natural invresses by Inoreseed birth ratey but

Viann bar pareant nunher peraont
AL L9820 LLAIRO A0 1918 ALAL0
1,010,403 100,0 migrations of l‘_ru}-x'/ and 1942=23 and the

rathor to the mecasnlons of Negroos gained bthyowih the great

BT ¢ 1,284, o0 100,0 noremental gaine
Wi te 1,131,762 ' yU3, 043 9646 rooultdng Crom ohange of residenve by middie olawss Hegrxoew from
lojtro 34, 217 4 louth to Noxth during the intevim bvetween theoe mues shil'te,
S S S SER I The mannaer 4n whioh the Negre populs on 46 dietributed in

thiw distriot 48 aeen when wea mote thut out of the totul apre

fTable 2 population for the county (73,917) a Little over 70 peroent

ompurinon of White and Negwoe Fepulution 4n Live in the aoity of Fittabhuwith, That 18 to say Wt out of

Allegheny Uounty avory ten Negyoes in this veetion meven are demiodled in Fithew
burgh, Ceonnideration of this condition anablews one Lo envieiye
apulation opulatlon Lnoranne Farsent dnorenws the outset the intricate and bYalfiing problems te whioh
An 1900 in 1910 in pow, "
190 Um 20 AuEl & radioal dnorense and cennequent vengestion of pepulatien
(opre 19, Joo given riee) and with whioh we shal) hereafter have to denl in
hi te y 33,8 147,91 thin ensay,
In 1910 there wera 29,333 Uegroes in Fitteburgh ox 4,5 pay
oont of the odty's pepulntion (513,005 bt An 190 there weie
One would naturally be led 6 ovarlook aetual gadn An the
V7,785 ox Gyd perdont of the ofty's todsl populution, In othex

munher af Negross for the dintriol 4 we Lo leave our oalous
words the Negre population of Fittuburgh during 1910=20, ins

8 in e L, lowever dn 4uble 2, we have
oreaned almont 2 perecent in the tetal populatien, Hinve the

1ations meanddig ¢
whown thot althourh the preportion of white population te the

i tualdng of (he Ausat oonsus, there hHaa ocoourred poauibly the
totnl ar grentar than the Negro, the luter hae inoressed |

| irantest maas movament of Negroees in history, the migration ef
more Fapidly than the fermey, While the white population ine

(11) o Usneum 1920, WMol 111,




1922-23, As to the number of these migrants who made their
homes in Pittsburgh, figures are unavailable. However, in 19 . : only known vhen comparieons #re mrde between the incresses in
of the basic industries the number of hegroes employed in 1916 ) the white and Negro populations. "he total population of the
(2,275) was about 6,69 percent of the total Negro population city in 1900 wae 451,512; in 1910 it w:s 533,905; and in 1920
in Allegheny County in 1910; but at the peak of production, it wogs £588,343. The increase for the decade 1900-10 wns 82,
August 1923, the number of these workers had increazed to 33 383 or 18.2 percent; while the increase for 1910-20 fell to
sercent of the total Negro population in the district on the 54,438 or 10.2 percent. But in both of these decades the Nepro
bases of the 1923 census figures. From this analysis the num=- : population inersase was hipher than the per centape increase
ber of Negro workers over the period of 1310-1923 shows an for the whole population. 8 shovn in Teble IV the liegro popu-
increase of 26 percent in relation to the togal Negro population. ; lation incrensed in the decade 1900-10, 5.9 percent vhils the
if this increase be used as an index to the total increase . incrense in the city's entire population wns only 1B8.2 parcent;
of Negro population for the county there should be at preseni no and while ths total population inereased 10.2 percent during
less than 67,000 Negroes in Allegheny, fup, Work estimates that 1910-20, the Negro populntion for the sume period increaced 47.2
the Negro population for the district is present 88,273 (12). 1 i percent. During these decades the viiite population (see Teble 4)
Our estimate from the view point of his anulysis is very conser-
vative), Again assuming that this increase has been distributed Sabiole
threough out the district as the Negro population distributed it~ Diubeibutiontoliropmlazion i Bl tebyxsh
1 the pm:t(l3), thore should be at least 48,000 Hegroes Acgorilie o Maoes
in the city of Pittsburgh, This figure is merely an approximate . laes
tion and should not be accepted at accurate, For our A
poses here we shall use the census figure 37,725, =
White

Out of the total populatiion of Pittsburgh that part which N
egTo 87, 7260

is Negro is 6,4 perucnt“—” or a little over one sixteenth of
Percent

the city's total population. his seems & rather small propor- | Potal 100.0
1 - .

but its true significance in reference to the migration is White 95,6
1

Pitteburgh contains 70 percent of Negroes legro 6.4

¥ e 5 ¥
G * Based upon U.S. Ceneue 19

Table 3 - Page 0 o o
**Doeenot include Jupaness 10 and 1920, "ol. 11T

Indisn ¢hinese, etc,
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incressed 165.6 porcent ond 8.3 percent while the Negro population
inerensed 25.9 percent and 47.2 percent respectively. is indi-

cutad before, the lepro population was undoubtedly Incressed

Population

=10=

Table b
for Ten Eelscied

Pittsburgh

% owne

about

tromendously by the 19 % migration. Speculation sg to the

extent that Pittsburgh has Pelt the recent influx is tempting 1910 “‘hi“go —2'12 —ET_Q_;_E_Q lﬂl%ﬂ Ta%0
but accursie stetement muet await & new censua. Clairton 5,262 5,641 63 621 6,264
R",‘Lblc 4. Homestead 17,834 18,630 867 1,814 18 713 20,452
Increses in lNegro und ihite Population Braddock 18,930 2ot 19,367 20,879
52 the City of Pitteburgh N. Brad. 11,536 14,534 287 293 14,928
= Duguesne 15,476 18,190 246 817 19,011
morage s e o e leeesportl?, 584 248 928 12,840 46,760

1900-10 1900-10 1910-20 e
hita 67,045 42,265 .52 14,674 16,594 28 114 14,702 16,713
Napro 5,268 12,102 a7.2 Renkin 5,599 408 873 6,04 7,501
Hunhall 5,162 22 24 5,186 6,418
enomenal growth of Pitteburgh's . Pgh. 5,585 52 528 5,612 6,027
Hapro population 1s likewles the cage with its satellite cities. hnkéﬁ?}h 18,470 3,877 128 484 18, 924 24,403

In gome of the ninor civil divieione the ilegro vopulaotion in

iod 1910-20 increnped seversl handred percant, (Hee Table

the per

In Clairton, for instance, the increnss was 986 percent; Homae-

comers to & city where prior te their coming un acute housing

stoad, 109.2 percent; Braddock, 74.6 percent; Duguesne 232.1 per

shortage nlwready existed; ond where no adequate provieions hnd
esport, 268 percont; Wcleee Rock, 396 percent; and

been made to house them. This bringe the discuesion to a point

Pitteburgl, 915 vercent. These Increaget are £11 the nore

g to how the migrent lives.

where some inouiry should be nade

gigniflcont when 1t ie recalled thut in most of these districis,
the liegro populution in 1910 wae alresdy about 2 percent of the

total.
* Poesnot include Japaness, Chinevc Indian, ete.




1 THR LIGAANT LIVES

et 1 of the living conditione of Negroes

employed by 13 plante operating in the Pittsburgh dietriet

revesled that there were over 2,000 living in boarding houses.

In two of theze concerns there were 2,000 more gingle liegroes
in bunk houses and campe. In another plant the gitustion was
found to ba as follows:
18 pereons in boarding house with car of 7 rooms
30 N30, lef

6
11
9
16
13 i b 2
Overcrowding is obvious in each of thess sbova rooming houses.
4Almoet invariably the rooms of the average boarding house are
g0 gmall ag Lo barely efford bed spuce. Ventilatlon is poor
and bething facilities inedequate. The moral and soci 1 atmos-
phere which paevades ihe bunk houses «nd camps is unwholesome
to say the lemst. One of the groatest disadvantages of the
bunk house is the sbsence of any semblance of home life. What-
ever may be snid of the sconomic drawbuocke and low standards of
14ving which conditioned the 1ife of the migrant in the South, he
at leart hed his individusl cabin which although rather primi-

tively consiructsd, afforded a degree of privacy sanitation and

fanily iife. liot o in the bunk house. 4 wolfars worker employed

by a compsny having 2 number of bunk houses and camps,eeid that
he had tried to relieve the monotony of bunk house dife by hev-
ing relirious eervices on Sunday, This was not much of a diversion
for themen and therefore soon pebtered out. \there recreation le
not provided gombling and trafficking in bootlag liguor v ith resuli-
ant brawls, shootings, cutiings end murders, ore likely to occur.
Gven under the best housing conditions ganbling flourishes in
the open. Vhere this oceurs, however, 1% i more than likely the
result of poorly policed grounds und bnildings. The mines operated
around Uniontown by the H. C. Frick Cosl aud Coke Company, prosent
a good illustration of this point. 4% three of these mines, houvsing
Pacilities were adquate to maininin a modicum of fumily life. But
in none of the mines vieited was there an orgonized raeraation pro-
only evidence of attempts at recreantion wera o large
barn like dence hall at one end of a road and & church ¢t the other.
Congequently on Saturdaye or paydaye multitudes of play-thirly men
£1ock to town Ffor smusemeni. Uniontown ; no comnunity center
where men may amuee bvhemeelvee under wholesome influences. It
does afford pool roome aad tavdry movies and includes the notorious
wCoon Hollow" The hot bed of vice, prostituiion and 111icit liguoor
and dope traffic.

The concencus of opinion omong Vielfare liorkere connected with
induetry ©o that the bunk house environmeni is not only morelly &nd
socinlly unhealthy bul mentelly depraseing; so much so that guicides
hove frequently occurred. During ihe month of July 19 two
gvicides occurred with in a period of three dnys in the barracke

of & gingle company. "It 1s almost imposeible”, eoid one of the




workers, "to maintain a high moral and hygienic standard in a
bunk house, ne matter how strictly supervised, Theft is wife and
many man will not purchase changing apparel for fear of having
their clothes stolen, As wmany as 5’0 men sleep upon cots in the
same room which is often so amall that occupante have to sit on
the bed to change. Bed linen is not changed as frequently as
negessary; nor is a general cleaning and scrubbing of the build-
ings a ¢ n event,"
In the Mill District where at least twenty-five percent of
tion in Pittsburgh is fcond, overcrowding seems
as when . Spstein de th& study in 1918, From
;tigation of twenty houses i g Hill District, selected
rendom the following thirteen casi are typical,

No., roauns in no, Residents no, residerts Total no,

{adults) (children)  of recidents

" &

O~3 oW
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Therc were found to be 106 persons living in 33 rooms or roughly

4 persons to & room., In most cases there were two or more families
occupying the same house, usiig common kitchen and commen out-toilet
conveniences. A slant as to the conditions in which such living

with its absence of family moralg result is given by a social worker

who was called in by one nf the city school principals Bo look
jnto the case of a colorsd girl 12 years old. This little pmirl
hod besn esnt to the prineipal for writing vulgar notee 1o oSne
of ihe boys in her 4 It developed that the girl came from
o crowded home. The family coneigted of geven children besides
the futher, his brother and the mother; 2.1 of vhom occupy one
1ittle room locnied in the ¥ill. &ince their grrival to the
city thrae yeurs ago, the family hes had 8 yearly increuse in
number. At no fime during the illnees of the mother wae she re-
moved to @ hospitsl or even to $he home of snoiher family. In
this one room, the fumily sleeps, ents, ¢ooks and does its laun-
dry worl It i1 prest wondar that & child to whose ayes hove
b;«_en continually disclosed what should be the most secret and
gacred aspecte of human living, would be poseested with a mind
maturedly davelopsad in indsgency al 80 early an age? 0Or should
one expnct = high individusl nor:1ity from people forded to live
two and three fanilise in two and three femilies In two to four
room houses?

In & number of cazes some of the younger migrant wives were
making grent effort to keep thair homes cldsn and 1iveble. The
futility of their task moy be indiceted by & deseription of il
typical houses occupied by them.

CURIND BY MIGRANTS N THE H

2619 Bedford - Seven in fumily. Yive rooms at 830.00
per mongh. Frame house divided into four apartmente locnted on

a hill and etanding slons. XRooms are a8t leset larpe bul have

(16) Bagad npon caee investiguted by Mrs. 2.7. Gloxk, soeiel
worker, isecocisted Charities, Pitteburgh p 8-
th, 2




only open grates for fire and are hard to keep warm in the
winter. Toilet outside; ona for every iwo families; no sewer
connections,

24 Four room frame dwelling six blocks from the main busi-
nees section, (5th Avenue). Two roome below street leval with
small narrow window as only entrance for 1light and ventilstion
in kitchen room. No sewer connections. There £re seven parsons
in the family. Montl. 7 rent is $25.00

3. 2408 HBunice $t. - Very small frame house situated on

mud street high upon a hill, 7ho largest room is 9 Teet by 12.
$4x rooms in all, separated by wooden partitions. Toilet outeide;
no pawsr connactions. This house rents for $17 per month. There
are 8ix in the family.

4. 45 Arthur St. - Four room frame house which rents for $25.
per month, Thara ie no lighting syetem, One gpigot and sink.
Open grates for henting. Thirteen persons are living here.

5. 1618 Webster ave. - An old brick dwelling of three rooms
which rents for $20 per month. <here ara seven persons in the
family. Xitchen is on firet floow which is about three feet be-
"low the street lsvel. No water connections. Outside toilet.
“Without sewerage.

6o 16 Psachley St. - A three room brick house occupied by
seven parsons. Open grotes for heating. Outeide toilet. Rents
for $22. per month.

Teo 40 Roberts St. - Three room frame dwelling renting for
1#18. per month and cccupied by a family of seven. Outeide toilet

on front porch. Vindowe and doors stuffed with rugs and paper.

Wooden stairwsy lende to undergraund kitchen

8. 2908 Vincenne - Three room frame house. (ne of a row with
common wall. Xitchen is nine feet below etrest level. Outside
toilet but poor sewerage. =ach house rentz for 325. per month.
Fiwe in family and two roomers.

9% £2 /1lequipps Ste = 4n old frame house situated on = hill
too stesp for vehicular truffic. access gnined by wooddn siaip-
ways for three blocks. Five rooms in the housa. Thers is also
a ghed in the resr which is occupied by a fumily of three who
poy & monthly rental of $6.00. In two of the roome in the house
is a family of five. UTheir rent per month is $8.00

10. Center Ave., &nd Crawford St. - Two room dwslling anmnexed
1o brick building. Rooms are barsly large enough to sccomddate
bed and chair, allowing eufficient space for passing. Beck room
kitchen built againet earthen wnll with window one foot widsa.
Floor of house is one foot below straeet level and laid directly
upon earth. "his house rente for 33.00 a w There are six
in the family. HNo lighting or wnter I ties. Outside voilet
without sewerape.

11. 1215 ¥ylie ive. - "“wo room apartment in rear of brici
building which hougas several families. One room built zbove the
other. A common toilet for the whole house. Xach apartment
rente for #20.00 per month. In one apartment there is s family
of seven.

12. 237% Hashon St. - "hree room apertment in old framedwslling
renging for $20.00 per month. $ix in the family. Outside toilet

and No sewerags.
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13. 2600 Center avenue - 0ld stsble converted invo living
quarters. First floor is used by relipious sect. Second fleor

is devided into twelve apartmente of two room suites. =ach

apartment rangas from $2 to {6 per week.

14. ¢1x room house on paved 8lley six bdocks from business
district. Converted in thrse room apértment during recent mi-
grotion. Sewer connections. One common toilet. No lighting
gyetem. Ocecupied by an old woman.

15. Wabster Ave, - Five room house situated on hill; entered
by an unpaved'dug out" approach. Outseide t0ilst withk sewerape
connaction but no lightdng system. Seversl leaks in the roof.

Proquent floods occur in the bassmeni during melting enows or

\Pter rain storms. Occupiad by a family of eight. ts for
$#45 per month.

16. Pramebuilding monelituting three iwo room apertmentis on
unpaved allsy facing dump. ¥looring of basement kitchen is

immediztely upon the pround. alle covered with ald newspapers.

One common toilet, and no lighting fecilities. One apartment
contained eleven persons; all of one family. Uhis apartiment rents
for £20 per month.

The cages cited ebove are taken from & list of 30 homes
investigatsd by o soecisl worker of the Aspocinted Charities of
Pittsbursh. © A1l of the cusee which sppear here, with the excep-

tion of one, are of migrantg, either ihose who have come %o Pitts-

burgh in 1922, or have lived hare since their coming in 1916-174

=21=

It is almoet unbaslievable that in & modern city of Pittse-
burgh's size, one not only finds overcrowding but is able to
discover placee called homes which are without sewerapge snd
lacking in liphting and water facilities, /snd for these hovels
improvised by calculating property owners to mest the inoressad
demand for homes, exorbitent rents of from b to 6 dollars, snd
gometimes g high ss 9 dollurs s room per month are exacted.

Were these plague spote of disease and vice removed to the out-
skirte of the city ths herm worked by them upon the ciiy's moral-
ity and hemlth would still be sppreciable. But in their pragent
location, just ten minutes walk Pfrom the c¢ity's business section,
the 111 affect exerted by them upon community 1ife is devastaiing.
Some of these places might be condemmed as violatione of the bnild-
ing and sanitary code. But were this done, their inmates would
very likely be forced to seek shelter in other eactions of tne
alraady overcrowded city. It would be “"from the frying pen into
the fire”. 4nd despits the increased building which is likely
to occurs, judging from the typee of permite issued, fow low
priced residence bqildimcs will be conetvructed snd none will go
up in the congested aren. Or were o municipal housing proprasm
put forward or & model tenemsni project sporsored by private
intereste both would be confrontsd with vhe problem of obtaining
1and. In Pittsburpgh most of the idle 1land is now held for
gpaculative profit. i

That the city has not relieved the housing shortage may

not be reprehensible, in view of ite individualism and posses-




sion of typleal Americen bies apainet what is hare incorrectly
termed government interference. However, itSfallure to forbid
the rental of propertiss where the code is violsted &and to con-
denmn ns unfii for human habitetion, houses with underpround
rooms and bagemaeni kitchens, the settling basins for the melting

smow and ranin that drasin into them from ihe hillis, sre surely

gine of omission. ‘he city should certainly be condemmed for
permitting euch qnartaers sg the unhealthy Bedford Apartments Lo
pereist. Soeisl Workers and the police of Pitteburch are noé:all
unscnuninted with these disease and vice-ridden Tlats, or some

of the criminel inmates tesiding in them. and conditione in

these flate nre no bat

er todsy than -hen Mr. Abrahsm Epsteln,

moking hie study of the "Nepro Higrani” in 1918, investigated
themn.

Unti] overcrowding and forced habitantion of cellare, attloe

gheds be relieved by the construction of cheap modern pri-
vate homes for these new comers, 1little succese in extirpating

disasge, vies, dellnquency and erime can be hoped for.
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HEAT,TH AND MORTALITY

Sudden change in the commumnity life of a people or in the
climatic conditions under which it lives, as have been the case
with the Fegro migrant, will inevitable result in maladjustment,
particularly when the people who make the change are not sufficien-
tly enlightened to control the conditions of transition facilly.
One of the surest indices to maladjustment is an increase of the
number of deaths over bir&hs and a high degree of illness, The
increasa of deaths resulting from pneumonia between 1919 and 1923
signifies that these new comers have suffered exposure to severe
northern winters and because of their lack of health knowledge and
ample facilities for treatment have succumbed to the di sease,

An analysis of the mortalitv statistics fer Pittsburgh for

the past four years showsthat Negro deaths from infectious diseases
1ike scarlet rever, whooping cough and diptheria, while fe
portion to deaths from pulmonary diseases, {(See Talle (5
heluw), with the exception of 1919 exceeded the ratio existi
tween the white and colored populationsof the city., But Negroes
succumbed more rapidly to pulmonary diseases than the whites, hile
oné out of every sixteen persons in the city or 6 percent of the
total population was a Hegro, out of every nine persons dying of
pneumonia 1n 1919, one was a Negro; in 1920 two out of every sixteen
wereliegroes; in 1921, one out of every seven was a Hegro and in

1922 and 1923 one out of every elght was a Tegro.
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A certain steel plant in the district has at present
about 800 Negroes in its employ, Most of these Negro workers
1ive in boarding houses and camps, but there are at least twice
as many white men so living, The Emergency Hospital operated
by the company treats every case of illness(except serious ac-
cident) arising in the camps and boarding houses. In 1923
there were 118 cases of pneumonia, Of these cases 112 were lNegroes
During the first three months of 1924, this hospital treated
76 cases of pneumonia of which 71 were Negroes, The death in
each instance was low :;z‘mm.u:ule because the Negro nurses in

charge of the hospital gave the men careful attention,

The Negro also shows an incidence of tubercular deaths
much higher than his population queta should warrant. Out of

every si

deaths resulting from tuberculosis in 1919 one was a
Negro; in 1920, out of every four one was a Negro; in 1921 one
out of every six was a llegro; and in 1922 one out of every five
and in 1923 one out of every four werc Negroes.

The above analysie appears to conf‘irz.n the traditional belief
of the Hegro possessing some systemic peculiarity which makes him
more prone to pulmonary diseases than other races, Lacking scien-
tific information with respect to this we shall not attempt a re-
futation of what is at best highly speculative, DBut the exper-
ience of the Emergency Hospital in its treatment of Negroes pneu-
monia patients, to which we have already referred, indicates a
higher rate of pnewmonia for the Negroes than whites of this
community. This is beyond doubt due to the formers greater ex-

posure and inability to regulate his habits in accordance with a
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varying and severe climate, Howewer, the hospital's treat-

ment of Negroes shows also that n immediate attention was
given to influenza and pneumonia, deaths seldom accur.

The ignorance of these new comers from the rural South

where physicians are unknown and hospitals shunned, plays &

conspicuous part in explaining the high incidence of Hegro
danlths resulting from pulmonary disorders. The high death
rote here seems directly proportional to the relative atten-
tion that an ignorant person pays to a disease which manifests

itself objectively as e.g., by skin eruptions and so forth, and

a pulmonary disorder which he neglects as a 'mere coid'.

Thus the death toll of influenza which does its work very quickly

U = . :
is greater among such nAive folk, 1In 1919 the gro furnished

one tenth of the influenza deaths; in 1920 one eleventh; in 1921

one fifth; in 1922 one tenth and in 1923 cie ninth ¥
but one sixteenth of the population, The greater number of

these influenza deaths occur between 25 and 45 years and of un-

married or men away from their f
The number of Negre deaths for the city was 9.7 percent

fthsin the

greater than the births in 1919 while the number of
total population was 26.9 percent greater than tiie number of
deaths, In 1920 there was a decline in mumber of legro deaths
{see tables § amd 7) and a slight increase in births. The excess
of deaths over births in 1920 was only 2.5 percent or 7,2 percent
less than in 1919; while in this same year the total number of
‘births for the whole population was 39.6 percent greater than

the deaths,



In 1921 the proportion of deaths over births among the
Nogre had fallen condiserably. The mumber of births being 26.3

ant greater than the deaths, /And in 1922 the rumber of

d wisen 12 points above the mmber of births over

iber of

4 percent, The m

previous year, O

births over deaths for the total population for the sume year

(1922) was 46,7 percent or 5 points below that of 1921.
\1though the percent of llegro births over deaths in 1921

population 51.4 percent,

below thut of the enti:

24 »pu

increase, Iln other worlis the

the former showed iore ru

percent of Negro births over deaths inc points while

that of the entire pf 1 increased only 13 points.

f births over demths Tor the whole popu=-

or 1922, being 41.5

true of the o popuiation, The

legro's case hud fallen to

3 over deaths in the

points below 1922 and 13 points below 1921, The ine

d mortality in the Jttributable to increased

death ting Trom pneunonia incident to the 192
influx,
"he yirths over deaths for 1920, 1921 and 1922, evi-
¢ radual juostment to 7 conditions, a more stable
r 1 to i 3w of w the influence
that cont ed health caupaigns conducizd by social agencies

as the Urban League have had upon the nealth of thesec new coers,

Table 6

Mortality in Pitteburgh City for Specific Diseases
According to Race

Diseane V. H.

Infestionnl Disease
(Searlet Yever,
thooping Cough & 157 7 281
piptheria )

Pulmonary Disease 2,992 378 2,627

1. Influenza 732 74 420

2. Tubercul osis 540 97 429
Lobar 3

3. Pnewmonia & 1,720 207 1,778
3ron.

Cancer 498 25 383 28 433 18 502 32 434

Table 7

Mortali for all

1919 1920 1521 1922 1923
¥hite 8,724 7,428 6,472 6,766

Negro 778 831 776 759

Total 9,512 8,259 7,248 7,525 o

table 8

Humber of Birghs
mite 13,600 12,899 13,894

Negro 703 811 1,053 1,040 1,153
Tetal 14,303 13,710 14,947 13,724 13,969
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IBGRAM 3 i

MORTALIATY of SPECIFIC DISEASES ACCORDING TO RACE
PULMONAKY DITEAIES.

(HUNDRED3)

1949
Table 9
x 11z
White and Negro Birth and Ueath Rate
\

1919 1920 1921 1922 1923 Bl
Class thite Negro Yhite Negro White Hegro White Negro 'hite Xegro
Birthsper
Thousgund 25 18,9 23.4 21,5 25,2 28,2 236 2750172325 3045
inhabitants 1922
Deaths per 5 1 i
Thousand 15.8 20.6 13.4 22,0 11.7 20,2 32:3'29.% 13.1 26,1

Inhabitants o

\NFECTIONAY DISEASES
e

e e, R W

1§22

1923

COMPILED FROM DATA IN TABLE 6

.




CRIME, DELINQUENCY AND DEPENDENCY,

The old school of criminology which deminated 18th century

social philesophy assuned that each law breaker was morally

regponsible for the aame offense, From this followed the cone-
cept that all who violated the law were equally Quilty and there-
fore should receive like treatment for the same offense, The
nature of the offender, his environment or heredi ty was not a

matter of consid

ration, in this airtight formula devised for
the administration of mat lematically precise and blind Justice,

from a theoretic standpoint this 18th century dogmu of equal re-

aponsibility for crime based upon the notion of moral dertavity

shattered by the fin

1 anthrepology

and the rise of experimental psychology. But altho

vdern administration of justice has been humanized to the extent
of excepting the feeble-minded and insane law breakers and of

diserimi

ting between malicious and provoked e¢riminals, courts
are still fettered by lingering vestiges of 18th century crime

inology. Many judges feel that the sole duty of the court is to
determine whether a law has ¢r has not been violated and if vio-
lated set the penalty. Xt never occurs to this type of judse that

no two individuals have the same degree of power in adapting tnewa

lves to their envi

romment or that there may be a sequence of

hereditary or envirommental caua

which made £

& particular case, e.g., lack of educational O'p’po‘.‘:urni‘hics,puverw,

illiteracy, etc, Dut ignorance of the law exXeuvsees none, and

instead of penalizing a human being with reference to his indiviid-
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ual sociaml significance, the misdemeanor or deed is

How this traditional concept of justice works

1ified in the northern courts inte which are being
1 T kors gequent

increasingly great number of Negro law breakers, consequer to

the migrations, The fact that many of these new comers who

tg, @ g he £ South where legal
appear before the courts, are irom the rural Sou

offenses which the city makes punishable, are hardly noticed;

that there are greater temptations in the city, generally, and
that in the northern city epecifically, life is more strenuous

etitive than in the Smlth; or that these migrant law

breakers are generally

norant becsuse of neglected education

in the South, is considered only by few courts in their adminis-

tration of justice, Little by little recognition of these factors

is being taken, In suvme instances colored workers are being

A cases.

pointed by the court to act as an interpreter of

Until more of the courts adopt discriminating nethods in dealing
vith the migrant who comeg before them, the only hope of reduc-

1 e xerti f educatio in-
ing the Negro crimerate will be the exertion of educ nal

fluence upon the masses through the church, industrial ¢

vicen designed to stimulate

ces with the workers and similar d
civie pride,

a total of

During the year ending December 19
26,476 police arrests 3,678 were Negro ofienders; i.e., to say,

of the total number of persons arrested 13.8 percent were colored

and 86,2 percent were white, (See Table 10). Of the total
number arreated on charge of felony, 25.9 perceint were legroes
and 74.1 percent were whites; for sex offenses 20 percent were

Negroes and 80 percent were whites. Negroes furnished almost







